
FIRM STANCE| Meeting on Indian Ocean Region sees senior bureaucrats
briefing MPs on issues ranging from threats posed by Pakistan, China & piracy

Gaurav Vivek Bhatnagar
NEW DELHI

The Parliamentary Commit-
tee on External Affairs was
on Tuesday informed by sen-
ior Defence officials that
India was fully prepared to
meet any challenges to its se-
curity. Though the meeting
did not discuss Operation
Sindoor in particular, the of-
ficials answered queries
from various lawmakers re-
garding the overall pre-
paredness of the country to
meet external threats, es-

pecially from Pakistan.
The Committee, which

met in Parliament House An-
nexe, was briefed among
others by the Vice Chief of
the Navy, the Defence Secre-
tary, the Foreign Secretary 
and the Secretary East of the

Ministry of External Affairs.
Among other things, the is-

sues pertaining to China’s
growing presence in the IOR,
maritime piracy, traffic and
terrorism were discussed dur-
ing the meeting. Tharoor said
it was encouraging that “every

single one of the committee
members present asked ques-
tions”. He added that “the
whole idea of the Blue Water
Navy, our military capacity
beyond that, everything was
thoroughly discussed.”

Terming the discussions
“outstanding”, Tharoor, who
last month also led one of the
seven all-party delegations
abroad on “Operation Sin-
door” said while the operation
was not discussed, “some of
the elements that became ap-
parent during that confronta-
tion came up in conversations.”
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Following the meeting, its chair-
person, Congress MP Shashi
Tharoor said the meeting was

called to discuss “India’s Indian
Ocean Strategy, which is a foreign
policy subject that has important
defence dimensions.”

READY TO DEAL WITH

ANY SCENARIO: CENTRE

Munir’s Trump
moment
‘jhatka’ for
India: Cong

T
he Congress on Wed-
nesday claimed that the
invitation for a one-on-

one lunch extended by United
States President Donald
Trump to the Pakistan Army
chief Field Marshal Asim
Munir was a setback for In-
dian diplomacy.

Addressing a press confer-
ence, Congress general secre-
tary Jairam Ramesh charged
that it was Munir whose “pro-
vocative, incendiary, and in-
flammatory comments are
directly linked to the Pahal-
gam terror attacks”. And yet,
the Congress leader said, he
has been invited by Trump for
lunch. Ramesh insisted that
this honour for the Pakistan
general amounted to a “triple
jhatka (setback)” for the In-
dian foreign policy and diplo-
macy and wondered why
India was “quiet about it” and
had not “objected” to it.

If you thought the G7 Summit was
all about serious talks on geo-
politics and global crises, think again. Turns out,

it’s also a stage for jokes and banter. Take PM Nar-
endra Modi’s meet-up with French President Em-
manuel Macron on the sidelines of the high-profile
meeting in Kananaskis, Canada.
As they shook hands, Modi tossed out: “Nowadays,
you are fighting on Twitter?”. It was a cheeky nod
to Macron’s recent social media spat with US

President Donald Trump. Both leaders
then burst into hearty laughter and

hugged warmly. When Italian PM Giorgia Meloni in-
teracted with Modi, she greeted him with fangirl
energy: “You are the best. I am trying to be like
you.” Modi gave her a thumbs-up. “India and Italy,
linked by a great friendship,” Meloni posted on X.
“Fully agree with you, PM Giorgia Meloni,” Modi re-
plied. Geo-politics has never looked more like a
friendly reunion.

MODI MOMENTS 

OPERATION SINDHU

India begins evacuation
of Indians from Iran
Agencies
NEW DELHI

In response to the escalating
conflict between Iran and Is-
rael, the Government of
India on Wednesday (June
18) launched 'Operation
Sindhu', a coordinated
mission aimed at ensuring
the safety and evacuation of
Indian nationals from con-
flict-affected areas in Iran.

On June 18, the evacuees
departed Yerevan on a
special flight at 2:55 am and
are expected to arrive in New
Delhi in the early hours of
June 19, marking the first
successful leg of the oper-
ation.

GRATITUDE EXTENDED

TO IRAN AND ARMENIA

The Indian government
has expressed its sincere
gratitude to both the Govern-
ments of Iran and Armenia
for their cooperation in facili-
tating the smooth and safe
evacuation process.

As part of the broader
evacuation strategy, the In-
dian Embassy in Tehran con-
tinues to relocate nationals
from high-risk zones to
relatively safer regions
within Iran, with future
evacuations planned through
viable transport routes and
methods.

EMERGENCY CONTACTS

FOR INDIAN NATIONALS

IN IRAN

Indian nationals currently
in Iran are urged to stay in
contact with the Embassy in
Tehran and the Ministry of
External Affairs (MEA) Con-
trol Room in New Delhi.

Embassy of India in
Tehran – Emergency Hel-
plines

nFOR CALLS ONLY: +98
9128109115, +98 9128109109

nFOR WHATSAPP: +98
9010445557, +98 9015993320,
+91 8086871709

Rajesh Moudgil
CHANDIGARH

Punjab police on Wednesday
claimed to have arrested Re-
sham Singh, a key operative of
banned outfit Sikhs for Justice
(SFJ) and close aide of USA-
based head of SFJ Gurpatwant
Singh Pannun, for his involve-

ment in vandalising the statue
of Dr B R Ambedkar in Phil-
laur and executing a series of
pro-Khalistan graffiti across
the state.

Director General of Police
(DGP), Punjab, Gaurav Yadav
said that preliminary investi-
gation has revealed that acting
on the directions of USA-

based Surinder Singh Thikri-
wal - a wanted criminal in
multiple UAPA cases - and SFJ
chief Pannun, the arrested ac-
cused, who belongs to village
Hamidi in Barnala, had van-
dalised the statue of Dr BR
Ambedkar at Nangal in Phil-
laur in the first week of June
2025.

Pannun’s close aide held for
vandalising Ambedkar’s statue

Aritra Singha
KOLKATA

West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee on Wednes-
day launched a scathing attack
on the BJP-led Centre's deci-
sion to observe June 25 as
'Samvidhaan Hatya Diwas'
(Constitution Murder Day),

calling it a "mockery of democ-
racy and the Constitution".

Banerjee announced that
her government would not ob-
serve the day, asserting that
the BJP has itself undermined
democratic institutions while
now claiming to uphold con-
stitutional values.

The Union government had

last year declared that June 25
would be observed annually as
Constitution Murder Day to
protest the imposition of
Emergency on that day in 1975,
a phase widely seen as a dark
chapter in Indian democracy.

"We will not observe June
25 as Constitution Murder Day.
This is nothing but hypocrisy.

Those who do not respect the
Constitution are now preach-
ing about its morality. It is a
mockery," she told reporters at
the state secretariat.

Referring to the Centre's
decision, Banerjee said, "Given
the way the BJP is trying to
change and weaken the Con-
stitution every day, we could

observe 'Samvidhaan Hatya
Diwas' daily."

Taking a sharp dig at the
ruling party at the Centre, CM
Banerjee questioned its track
record on democracy.

She asked, "Was the top-
pling of elected governments
in Maharashtra and Bihar not
an attack on the Constitution?"

Mamata slams Centre for ‘mockery of democracy’

Three top
Maoists killed
in encounter
with police in
Andhra
IANS
VISAKHAPATNAM

Three top leaders of
CPI(Maoist) were killed in an
exchange of fire with police
in Andhra Pradesh’s Alluri Si-
tarama Raju district on Wed-
nesday. The exchange of fire
between the personnel of the
elite anti-Maoist force Grey-
hounds and Maoists oc-
curred in the Devipatnam
forest area on the Andhra-
Odisha border.

The Greyhounds person-
nel, engaged in a combing
operation in the forests,
spotted the Maoists and
asked them to surrender.
When the Maoists opened
fire, the security personnel
retaliated, killing the three
Maoists.The slain Maoists
were identified as Andhra
Odisha Border (AOB) Special
Zone Committee secretary
Gajarla Ravi alias Uday,
Special Zone Committee
member Aruna, and Special
Zone Committee ACM Anju.

Over 500 UP workers live in shadow of war

No helicopter
service for
Amarnath Yatra
pilgrims: Shrine
Board
IANS
SRINAGAR

Following an order by the
Jammu and Kashmir gov-
ernment, the Shri Amar-
nathji Shrine Board (SASB)
said on Wednesday that
there would be no heli-
copter service to the Yatris
this year.

SASB said on its website
that following an order by
the Lt Governor, the Yatris
should reach the holy cave
shrine from both South
Kashmir's Pahalgam and
North Kashmir's Baltal route
on foot or by using Ponies
and palkis (palanquins).

Union Home Secretary Go-
vind Mohan on Tuesday
chaired a security meeting at-
tended by Director Intelli-
gence Bureau (IB), J&amp;K
Chief Secretary Atal Dulloo,
DGP Nalin Prabhat, GoC 15
corps Prashant Srivastava, in-
telligence officers of
central/UT agencies and sen-
ior officers of CAPFs.

After the meeting ended,
the J&amp;K government
declared all Amarnath
Yatra routes as ‘No Fly’
zones between July 1 and
August 10 as a security
measure to provide fool-
proof security to the up-
coming Yatra.

An order issued by the
home department said that
the Lt Governor has given
strict security directives re-
garding aerial activity dur-
ing the upcoming Shri
Amarnathji Yatra 2025, de-
claring all Yatra routes as
“No Flying Zones” between
July 1 and August 10, 2025.

Biswajeet Banerjee
BARABANKI

As missiles light up the skies
over Israel, over 500 workers
from Barabanki district of
Uttar Pradesh find themselves
living in the shadow of war.
Hailing from villages like
Deva, Mahsi, and Karonda,
these men had travelled to Is-
rael seeking a better liveli-
hood. Now, they spend their
days in fear, rushing to
bunkers at the sound of sirens,
while their families back
home live in constant anxiety.

“These aren’t just loud
noises. These are real missiles,
real danger,” said Monu Singh,
a resident of Nai Basti Gheri

village in Deva, speaking over
a video call from Israel. “We
hear the sirens, drop every-
thing, and rush into bunkers.

Sometimes it happens at
night, sometimes while we
are working. The fear is al-
ways there.”

Monu went to Israel 11
months ago for a construction
job. “The bunkers are stocked
with food and water, but
when you hear the blasts, no
amount of preparation feels
enough,” he said.

His elder brother Onkar
Singh, who stays with their
family in Barabanki, said,
“Monu sends us videos every
day. You can literally see the
missiles flying across the sky.
We don’t know what to say to
him anymore—except ask
him to stay safe.”

Similar scenes unfold in
Mahsi village, where 32-year-
old Mahindra Verma works as
a farm labourer in southern
Israel.

Poverty forced them to go to Israel

According to local estimates, over 500 youths from
Barabanki migrated to Israel in the past two
years, especially from Deva, Mahsi, Karonda, and

nearby villages. They found employment in construc-
tion, agriculture, and factories. But the ongoing conflict
between Israel and Iran has disrupted their lives. All
these workers are skilled labourers who had gone to Is-
rael under a Government of India initiative that facili-
tates overseas employment in the construction sector.
Most of them were selected through official channels,
after undergoing training and certification. For many of
these poor, rural youths, the promise of earning over Rs
1 lakh per month—an unimaginable sum compared to
the irregular or minimal wages they earned back
home—was a life-changing opportunity.
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