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Northeast flood toll hits
46, over 6.79L affected

MONSOON MAYHEM| At least 19 people killed in Assam

IANS
GUWAHATI

The overall flood situation in
Assam deteriorated on Wed-
nesday even as the decline in
the intensity of the rain, the
situation of improved in other
northeastern states, an official
said. With two more fresh
deaths in Assam, the death
toll in seven states, excluding
Sikkim, of the region in-
creased to 46.

As per the data provided by
the officials of different north-
eastern states, out of 46 deaths
during the current spell of
rain and floods since May 29,
at least 19 people were killed
in Assam, followed by 12 in
Arunachal Pradesh, six in
Meghalaya, five in Mizoram,
two in Tripura and one each
in Nagaland and Manipur.

According to the disaster
management officials of the
seven northeastern states, ex-
cluding Sikkim, the deaths oc-
curred due to drowning,
landslides, waterlogging and
other calamity-related mis-

haps.
According to sources, over

6.79 lakh affected.
In Assam, according to the

report of the Assam State Dis-
aster Management Authority
(ASDMA), over 6.79 lakh
people were affected by the
floods and rains in 21 districts.

As per the ASDMA report,
over 14,977 hectares of crop
lands were affected in 1,494
villages in 21 districts.

The mighty Brahmaputra
river and eight other rivers --
Burhidihing, Kopili, Barak,

Sonai, Rukni, Dhaleswari, Ka-
takhal, Kushiyara are flowing
above the danger level at sev-
eral places in Assam.

In Arunachal Pradesh, the
flood situation continued to
remain grim on Wednesday
with incessant rain causing
fresh landslides and submerg-
ing of fresh areas in different
parts of the state affecting
over 3,000 people in 23 dis-
tricts.

Though there were no fresh
deaths in the northeastern
state on Tuesday and Wed-

nesday, so far, least 12 people
including women and
children have lost their lives
due to landslides and floods
triggered by monsoon rain
since last week in five districts
-- East Kameng, Lower Sub-
ansiri, Longding, Lohit and
Anjaw.

As per the report of the
State Emergency Operation
Centre (SEOC) fresh land-
slides were reported in Di-
bang Valley and Anjaw
districts and along the Lika-
bali-Aalo highway near Magi
and Siji, disrupting vehicular
movement. Over 3,000 people
have been affected by the rain
triggered floods and land-
slides across Arunachal Pra-
desh, the SEOC report said.

Out of Arunachal Pradesh’s
26 districts, Changlang is the
worst-affected, with six vil-
lages inundated and 2,231
people rendered homeless.
Popular tourist spots such as
Zupra and River Cafe near the
Noa-Dehing river in Chang-
land have been submerged by
floodwater.

Same sex couples can constitute a family: Madras HC

Terror case: NIA
raids multiple
locations in
Kashmir
IANS
SRINAGAR

Sleuths of the National In-
vestigation Agency (NIA) on
Thursday carried out raids
at multiple locations in
Kashmir Valley as officials
said these raids are part of
an ongoing investigation
into a terror funding and
conspiracy case.

Assisted by police and the
CRPF, NIA sleuths raided
many locations in the Reban
area of Shopian district, Nil-
doora and Chak-e-Choland
in Kulgam district; Manz-
gam, Devsar, Sonigam and
Bugam in Pulwama district;
Sopore in Baramulla district
and Kupwara district.

Reports said the NIA
raids are going on at 32 loca-
tions in Jammu and Kash-
mir. NIA sources said a
statement would be issued
by the agency after the con-
clusion of the day’s oper-
ations by its sleuths.

Sources said the searches
were being conducted in a
terror conspiracy case
against overground workers
(OGWs) of various terrorist
organisations.

Rahul is right, I follow
his guidance for
politics: Khurshid
IANS
NEW DELHI

Senior Congress leader and
formerExternalAffairsMinister
Salman Khurshid on Thursday
extended his full support to
Leader of Opposition Rahul
Gandhi, who is currently facing
intense criticism from the NDA
over his controversial "Nar-
endra, surrender" comment.

Speaking at the Congress'
state headquarters in Bhopal,
Gandhi had accused Prime
Minister Narendra Modi of sur-
rendering to United States
President Donald Trump. He
claimed this reflected a histori-
cal pattern of the BJP and the
RSS yielding to external press-
ure.

Gandhihadsaid, "Jaiseudhar
se Trump ne ishara kiya, phone
uthaya, kaha Modi ji kya kar
rahe ho. Narendra... Surrender
aur ji huzur kar Modi ji ne
Trump ke ishare ka palan kiya,"
implying that Prime Minister
Modi obediently followed the
cues given by Trump.

Supporting Gandhi's re-
marks, Khurshid said, "Rahul
Gandhi is right. I support him. I
belong to his party and follow

his guidance for my politics. It is
very clear, I am in Rahul Gan-
dhi's party, I support him, and I
act according to his directions."

When asked about Gandhi's
remarks being played on Pakis-
tani television channels to sup-
port anti-India narratives,
Khurshid dismissed the ques-
tion, stating, "We strongly op-
pose what Pakistan has done.
WewantPakistantobebrought
to a position where it can never
promote terrorism against
India. That is our only concern.
We don't watch Pakistani TV;
our Indian channels are enough
for us."

Khurshid was also part of
the all-party delegation led by
JD(U) MP Sanjay Jha, which
visited Japan, South Korea, Sin-
gapore, Indonesia, and Malay-
sia as part of Operation
Sindoor Outreach.

63 evacuated from
landslide-hit North
Sikkim by copters
PTI
GANGTOK

Altogether 63 stranded
people, mostly tourists, were
on Thursday evacuated by
helicopters from Chaten in
north Sikkim, which was hit
by a landslide earlier this
week, officials said.

Sixty-four other tourists
are still waiting at Chaten to
be rescued by the army and
local administration. The op-
eration to rescue them was
called off due to inclement
weather and challenging ter-
rains during the day, officials
said.

Chaten is located near
Lachen, a small town in Man-
gan district, which is used by
travellers to reach Gurudang-
mar Lake which is a popular
tourist destination.

Officials said that two MI-
17 helicopters were used to
evacuate 39 people from
Chaten to Pakyong airport,
officials said.

Four other people were
evacuated in a Cheetah heli-
copter while an MI-17
chopper made a direct jour-
ney from Bagdogra in neigh-
bouring West Bengal to
Chaten, airlifting 20 passen-
gers, they said.

People wade through an area inundated with floodwater following
heavy rainfall, at Anil Nagar area, in Guwahati, on Thursday

Enjoy your special day
Members of Hindu Yuva Vahini offer prayers to the
Ganga river on UP Chief Minister Yogi Adityanaths
53rd birthday, in Varanasi on Thursday

NEW DELHI

Mahua marries ex-BJD MP in
Germany
Trinamool Congress MP Mahua Moitra got married to
advocate and former BJD MP Pinaki Misra this week in
Germany, according to reports. According to reports,
Moitra (50) and Misra (65), got married in Germany. No
official statement has been issued either by Moitra or
Misra on the wedding.

NEW DELHI

Delhi records 2 more Covid
deaths
Delhi recorded two fresh Covid-linked fatalities, including
a five-month-old baby, officials said on Thursday. The na-
tional capital, which has the second-highest number of
cases after Kerala, has 562 active cases and has recorded
seven fatalities since January 1 this year.
According to the COVID-19 dashboard of the Union
Health Ministry, the national capital has seen a surge of
105 cases since Wednesday.

HARIDWAR

Rape charge: BJP leader
arrested
A BJP leader and her boyfriend were arrested here for al-
legedly making him and his aide rape her 13-year-old
daughter, the police said on Thursday. The matter came
to light on Tuesday when the minor told her father about
her ordeal, following which he lodged a police complaint,
Haridwar SSP Pramendra Dobhal said. A medical exam-
ination of the girl confirmed that she had been sexually
assaulted, Dobhal said.

NASHIK

Five family members die in
accident
Six persons, including five members of a family, were killed
and another one was seriously injured as the car they were
travelling in rammed into a roadside house in Nashik dis-
trict of Maharashtra, police said on Thursday. The accident
took place around 10 pm on Wednesday at Kolhapur Phata
in Kalwan taluka, they said, adding that two of the deceased
were minors.

PUNE

25-year-old techie jumps to
death
A 25-year-old IT professional died by suicide by jumping
from the 21st floor of a residential building in Pune, an of-
ficial said on Thursday. Abhilasha Bhausaheb Kothimbhire
took her life in the Hinjawadi area on May 31, and an acci-
dental death report was registered on Wednesday night,
the official said.

PTI
CHENNAI

ThoughtheSupremeCourtmay
not have legalised marriage be-
tween same sex couples, they
can very well form a family, the
MadrasHighCourthasheldand
allowed a young woman to join
her female partner and said the
two women can constitute a
family.

A division bench of Justices G

RSwaminathanandVLakshmi-
narayanan said the expression
"family" has to be understood in
an expanded sense. Hearing a
writ petition seeking to produce
before court a 25-year old
womanandsetherat liberty, the
bench said: "To a specific ques-
tion from us, the detenue (the
25-year old woman) replied that
she is a lesbian and in relation-
ship with the writ petitioner."
She made it clear to the court

that she wanted to go with the
petitioner. She confirmed the
allegation that she is being de-
tained against her will by her
natal family.

"It appeared that she was
forcibly taken to her home and
beaten. She told us that her natal
family members forced her to
undergo certain rituals so that
she will become "normal". She
even apprehended danger to
her life."

Intheaffidavit filedinsupport
of the writ petition, the peti-
tioner has nowhere described
the true nature of her relation-
ship with the detenue."

Even in her complaint to the
police, the petitioner called her-
self as the detenue's close friend.
We can understand the hesita-
tion on her part." Further, the
court said: "While Supriyo @
Supriya Chakraborty Vs Union
of India (Supreme Court) may

not have legalised marriage be-
tween same sex couples, they
can very well form a family.
Marriage is not the sole mode to
found a family."

The concept of "chosen
family" is now well settled and
acknowledged in LGBTQIA+ ju-
risprudence, the court said ad-
ding the petitioner and the
detenue can very well constitute
a family.

Justice Anand Venkatesh,

Judge of Madras HC, in Pra-
sanna J Vs S Sushma approved a
"Deed of familial Association"
that purported to recognise the
civilunionenteredintobetween
LGBTQAI+ partners.

The Supreme Court, in
NALSA and Navtej Johar case,
declared that sexual orientation
is a matter of individual choice
and that it is one of the most
basic aspects of self-determina-
tion, dignity and freedom.
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