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Over 500 UP workers
live in shadow of war

FEAR LOOMS: We run and take refuge in bunkers when siren
wails, say workers trapped in Israel

Biswajeet Banerjee
BARABANKI

As missiles light up the skies
over Israel, over 500 workers
from Barabanki district of
Uttar Pradesh find themselves
living in the shadow of war.
Hailing from villages like Deva,
Mahsi, and Karonda, these
men had travelled to Israel
seeking a better livelihood.
Now, they spend their days in
fear, rushing to bunkers at the
sound of sirens, while their
families back home live in con-
stant anxiety.

“These aren’t just loud
noises. These are real missiles,
real danger,” said Monu Singh,
a resident of Nai Basti Gheri
village in Deva, speaking over
a video call from Israel. “We
hear the sirens, drop every-
thing, and rush into bunkers.
Sometimes it happens at night,
sometimes while we are work-

ing. The fear is always there.”
Monu went to Israel 11

months ago for a construction
job. “The bunkers are stocked
with food and water, but when

you hear the blasts, no amount
of preparation feels enough,”
he said.

His elder brother Onkar
Singh, who stays with their

family in Barabanki, said,
“Monu sends us videos every
day. You can literally see the
missiles flying across the sky.
We don’t know what to say to
him anymore—except ask him
to stay safe.”

Similar scenes unfold in
Mahsi village, where 32-year-
old Mahindra Verma works as
a farm labourer in southern Is-
rael. “We used to work in the
fields daily, but now, every-
thing is shut. We are stuck in
shelters,” Mahindra said. “We
hear explosions at close range.
Even though the Israeli de-
fence system intercepts many
missiles, some still land close to
us. Every second feels like bor-
rowed time.”

His wife, Sangeeta, back in
Barabanki, said, “My children
cry at night. They ask when
Papa will come back. I have no
answer. Sometimes I lie just to
keep them calm.”

DELHI-BOUND
AI FLIGHT FROM
INDONESIA
DIVERTED TO
VARANASI
PTI
VARANASI (UP)

An Air India flight from Bali 
to Delhi was diverted to Va-
ranasi's Lal Bahadur Shastri 
International Airport due to 
bad weather in the national 
capital, an official said on 
Wednesday. 

The flight later departed 
for Delhi the same night after 
the stop at Varanasi on Tues-
day. 

Puneet Gupta, Director of 
Lal Bahadur Shastri Inter-
national Airport, Varanasi, 
said the Air India flight AI 
2146 had to be diverted as 
poor weather conditions 
over Delhi severely reduced 
visibility, making it unsafe for 
the aircraft to land. 

"The flight, carrying 187 
passengers, safely landed at 
Varanasi airport," Gupta said,
adding that "all necessary 
passenger amenities were 
ensured during the delay. 

SC grills TN govt over sr cop's
suspension post HC directive

IANS
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

The British F-35B Lightning II
stealth fighter jet, which made
an unscheduled landing at
Thiruvananthapuram Inter-
national Airport on Saturday
night due to low fuel, remains
grounded for the fourth
straight day on Wednesday.

The jet, one of the most ad-
vanced of its kind in the
world, has become an un-
usual and high-profile pres-
ence at the airport, drawing
attention from aviation en-
thusiasts and onlookers.

The aircraft is part of the
UK’s HMS Prince of Wales
Carrier Strike Group, cur-
rently deployed in the Indo-
Pacific region. The carrier
group had recently com-
pleted joint maritime exer-
cises with the Indian Navy.

The F-35B was returning to
the carrier when it en-
countered low fuel levels,

prompting an emergency
landing.

Since its arrival, British
aviation engineers have
been working intensively to
fix a technical snag related
to the aircraft’s hydraulic
systems.

No helicopter
service for
Amarnath Yatra
pilgrims: Shrine
Board
IANS
SRINAGAR

Following an order by the
Jammu and Kashmir govern-
ment, the Shri Amarnathji
Shrine Board (SASB) said on
Wednesday that there would
be no helicopter service to the
Yatris this year.

SASB said on its website
that following an order by the
Lt Governor, the Yatris should
reach the holy cave shrine
from both South Kashmir's
Pahalgam and North Kash-
mir's Baltal route on foot or by
using Ponies and palkis
(palanquins).

Union Home Secretary Go-
vind Mohan on Tuesday
chaired a security meeting at-
tended by Director Intelli-
gence Bureau (IB), J&amp;K
Chief Secretary Atal Dulloo,
DGP Nalin Prabhat, GoC 15
corps Prashant Srivastava, in-
telligence officers of
central/UT agencies and sen-
ior officers of CAPFs.

After the meeting ended,
the J&amp;K government
declared all Amarnath
Yatra routes as ‘No Fly’
zones between July 1 and
August 10 as a security
measure to provide fool-
proof security to the up-
coming Yatra.

An order issued by the
home department said that
the Lt Governor has given
strict security directives re-
garding aerial activity dur-
ing the upcoming Shri
Amarnathji Yatra 2025, de-
claring all Yatra routes as
“No Flying Zones” between
July 1 and August 10, 2025.

The J&K home depart-
ment order said that the Lt
Governor has ordered strict 
adherence to security ar-
rangements. The order said,
“Whereas, in view of the
forthcoming Shri Amar-
nathji Yatra, 2025, which is
scheduled we.f. 03.07.2025 to
09.08.2025, various security
arrangements are being
undertaken for smooth and
peaceful conduct of the
Yatra, and Whereas, all the
stakeholders have discussed
the prevailing security scen-
ario in the UT of Jammu
&amp; Kashmir and have
proposed additional logistics
provisions, and Whereas,
Ministry of Home Affairs,
Gol, have also advised that
the entire route of Shri
Amarnathji Yatra, 2025 may
be declared as ‘No Flying
Zone’ w.e.f. July 01 to August
10, 2025."

“Now, therefore, with a
view to ensure strengthened
security during the Shri
Amarnathji Yatra, 2025, all the
routes of Shri Amarnathji
Yatra are hereby declared as
‘No Flying Zone’ including
both Pahalgam axis &amp;
Baltal axis and thus, flying of
any kind of aviation platforms
and devices including UAVs,
Drones, Balloons, etc. is pro-
hibited w.e.f. 1 July, 2025 to
10th August, 2025," the order
reads.

Man dies after being hit by vehicle in YSR Cong rally

PTI
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Wed-
nesday grilled the Tamil Nadu
government over the suspen-
sion of Additional Director
General of Police H M Jaya-
ram, who was directed to be
arrested by the Madras High
Court.

A bench of Justices Ujjal
Bhuyan and Manmohan was
informed by the state govern-
ment's counsel that the officer
was taken into custody and re-
leased on Tuesday at around 5
pm.

Jayaram's counsel sub-
mitted that he was released by

the police but the government
had suspended him.

"He is a senior police officer.
Where was the requirement
for you to put him under sus-
pension? These kinds of
orders are shocking and de-
moralising," the bench re-
marked.

The top court told the TN

government counsel to seek
instructions on the matter and
come back on June 19 for re-
voking his suspension.

Jayaram moved the apex
court against the high court
June 16 directive asking the
police to arrest him.

His lawyer contended that
the Madras High Court's order
was "based on a confessional
statement".

Jayaram's plea filed through
advocate Rajesh Singh Chau-
han further contested the high
court directive saying it was
passed without "assigning any
detailed reasons" while relying
upon the purported state-
ments of two accused persons.

Poverty forced them to go to Israel

According to local estimates, over 500 youths from
Barabanki migrated to Israel in the past two
years, especially from Deva, Mahsi, Karonda, and

nearby villages. They found employment in construc-
tion, agriculture, and factories. But the ongoing conflict
between Israel and Iran has disrupted their lives. All
these workers are skilled labourers who had gone to Is-
rael under a Government of India initiative that facili-
tates overseas employment in the construction sector.
Most of them were selected through official channels,
after undergoing training and certification. For many of
these poor, rural youths, the promise of earning over Rs
1 lakh per month—an unimaginable sum compared to
the irregular or minimal wages they earned back
home—was a life-changing opportunity. Struggling to
find consistent work in India’s unorganised job market,
they were lured by the prospects of financial stability
and a better future for their families. But the outbreak
of war has turned their dream into a nightmare, replac-
ing prosperity with panic.

IANS
AMARAVATI

A man died after being hit by
one of the vehicles in the
rally taken out by YSR Con-
gress Party as part of its

President and former
Andhra Pradesh Chief Min-
ister Y. S. Jagan Mohan
Reddy’s visit to Palnadu dis-
trict on Wednesday.

The accident occurred on
the highway near Etukuru in

Guntur district when Jagan
Mohan Reddy’s convoy was
heading to Rentapalla in Pal-
nadu to console the family of
a party functionary who
committed suicide due to al-
leged police harassment.

British F-35B stealth fighter
remains stranded at
Thiruvananthapuram Airport
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