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Army conducts trials
of next-gen def systems

PERFORMANCE ASSESSMENT| The trials aim to strengthen
Army's technological prowess & enhance its operational readiness

PTI
NEW DELHI

The Indian Army is conduct-
ing field trials of several cut-
ting-edge defence systems
under "near-combat con-
ditions", integrating electronic
warfare simulations, to assess
their performance rigorously,
officials said on Saturday. The
trials aim to strengthen the
Army's technological prowess
and enhance its operational
readiness.

The platforms undergoing
evaluation include Unmanned
Aerial Systems (UAS), UAV
Launched Precision Guided
Munition (ULPGM), Runway
Independent (RWI) Remotely
Piloted Aerial Systems (RPAS)
and counter-UAS solutions,
the defence ministry said.

"Through these evaluations,
the Indian Army aims to
strengthen its technological
edge, enhance operational
readiness, and reaffirm its
commitment to indigenous
innovation and self-reliance in
defence capability devel-
opment," it said in a state-
ment.

The trials also mark a sig-
nificant step in the Army's
roadmap for a "Decade of
Transformation" and are de-
signed to ensure "rapid ab-
sorption" of emerging
technologies to meet "evolving
battlefield requirements", the
ministry said.

The Indian Army is cur-
rently undertaking extensive
"capacity development dem-
onstrations" at key locations
across the country, including
the Pokhran Field Firing
Ranges, Babina Field Firing
Ranges and Joshimath, with
dedicated air-defence equip-

ment demonstrations also
scheduled at Agra and Gopal-
pur, officials said.

On May 27, Army chief
General Upendra Dwivedi
visited the Babina Field Firing
Ranges, reviewed the ongoing
demonstrations and inter-
acted with all stakeholders.

HAZARIBAG

Ex-Maoist
found dead
A former Maoist was
found dead in the Hazari-
bag Open Jail in Jharkhand
on Saturday, officials said.
The body of Chota Shyam-
lal Dehri, 30, was found
hanging in his cell after an
inmate was reported to be
missing during the morn-
ing headcount, they said.
The jail authorities in-
formed the police after
doctors declared him
dead, they said.

BENGALURU

Man dies of
Covid in B’luru
A 63-year-old man with
co-morbidities and who
tested positive for
Covid-19 died at a pri-
vate hospital here, tak-
ing coronavirus-related
death toll in the state to
four, officials said on
Saturday. He was ad-
mitted to a private hos-
pital in Bengaluru Urban
(Bruhat Bengaluru Ma-
hanagara Palike limits)
on May 21 after he com-
plained of weakness and
died on May 29, they
said.
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BJP asks why
Rahul is peddling
Pakistani line
Gaurav Vivek Bhatnagar
NEW DELHI

With senior Congress leader
and former union minister
Salman Khurshid echoing the
government’s views on India’s
response to Pahalgam attack
through Operation Sindoor
and endorsing the abrogation
of Article 370 in Jammu and
Kashmir, the BJP on Saturday
asked why Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi is continuing to
peddle “Pakistani propa-
ganda” on the operation.

Khurshid was handpicked,
along with Congress MPs Shashi
Tharoor and Manish Tiwari, by
theCentretobepartofoneofthe
seven all-party delegations on
Operation Sindoor. He had dur-
ing his visit to South East Asia
supported the government’s
stanceonArticle370andtheway
it handled the operation against
terror emanating from Pakistan
with restraint.

The former External Affairs
Ministerhadalsonotedhowthe
ceasefirewasagreedtoafterthe
Pakistan DGMO called his In-
dian counterpart. “It is more
than clear that the call came
from the DGMO of Pakistan to
the DGMO of India. And we
stopped when they said 'Let's
stop'... We did not attack them
any further,” he had said while
interacting with the Indian
community in Jakarta.

Ansari convicted for hate speech
Triggers
possibility of
automatic
disqualification
from Assembly
Biswajeet Banerjee
MAU

In a significant development
that could reshape the political
landscape of eastern Uttar Pra-
desh, Mau Sadar MLA Abbas
Ansari — son of the late gang-
ster-turned-politician Mukhtar
Ansari — has been convicted
by a local court in a 2022 hate
speech case. The court sen-
tenced him to two years in
prison, triggering the possibil-

ity of automatic disqualification
from the state Assembly under
existing election laws.

The verdict stems from a
controversial speech delivered
by Abbas during the 2022 As-
sembly election campaign,
where he allegedly threatened
state officials with punitive ac-
tion if the Samajwadi Party-led
alliance came to power. He was
contesting the Mau seat on the
symbol of the Suheldev Bhara-
tiya Samaj Party (SBSP), which
was then aligned with the SP.

In his speech, Abbas told a
rally: "I have told Akhilesh ji
that after our government is
formed, there will be no
transfers or postings for six
months. Everyone will stay
where they are. First, there will

be ‘hisab-kitab’ (scores to
settle), then transfers will
happen."

The comments led to his
prosecution under multiple
sections of the Indian Penal
Code, including 506 (criminal
intimidation), 171F (undue in-
fluence in elections), 186 (ob-
structing a public servant), 189
(threat of injury to a public ser-
vant), 153A (promoting enmity),
and 120B (criminal conspiracy).

The court also convicted
Abbas’s election agent, Man-
soor Ansari, who stood on
stage during the speech, sen-
tencing him to six months in
prison. Abbas’s younger
brother, Umer Ansari, who
was also present at the rally,
was acquitted.

Teams of the Indian Army, National Disaster Response Force (NDRF) and State
Disaster Response Force (SDRF) during a Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster
Relief (HADR) mock drill, at Narmada Canal in Gandhinagar, Gujarat on Saturday

OPERATION SHIELD: Civil defence drills were carried out on Sat-
urday under ‘Operation Sindoor’ in several states bordering Pakistan, including
Jammu and Kashmir, where a blackout exercise was conducted at Srinagar’s iconic
Lal Chowk. The security drills, aimed at assessing emergency preparedness in the
wake of the recent military conflict between India and Pakistan, were also carried out
in Punjab, Rajasthan, Gujarat, Haryana, and Chandigarh.

With assets worth
over Rs 278 cr, AAP’s
Arora is richest poll
candidate
Rajesh Moudgil
CHANDIGARH

With the declaration of his as-
sets worth over Rs 278 crore
and his wife’s assets worth
23.5 crore - the ruling Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) candidate
for Ludhiana (west) seat by-
poll and Rajya Sabha member
Sanjeev Arora, has become
the wealthiest candidate in as-
sembly polls ever in Punjab till
date.

Also with this declaration,
Arora has overtaken Kulwant
Singh, also a businessman and
AAP leader and Mohali legis-
lator, who was the richest can-
didate in the 2022 assembly

election with assets worth
over Rs 238 crore. Meanwhile,
Congress’ candidate Bharat
Bhushan Ashu has assets
worth Rs 7.52 crore, Shiromani
Akali Dal’s Parupkar Singh
Ghuman has assets worth Rs
5.39 crore in the upcoming
Ludhiana (west) bypoll.

Arora had filed his nomina-
tion papers after holding a
roadshow accompanied by
party national convener Ar-
vind Kejriwal, Punjab chief
minister Bhagwant Mann,
State AAP president Aman
Arora and former Delhi chief
minister Atishi.
BJP names Gupta
Meanwhile, the BJP also 
named senior leader Jeevan
Gupta as its candidate from 
the Ludhiana (west) bypoll, 
two days ahead of the last 
date for filing papers. It may 
be recalled that the Ludhiana 
(West) seat had fallen vacant
following the demise of rul-
ing Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) 
MLA Gurpreet Bassi Gogi on 
January 11, this year. He died 
at his home of a gunshot after 
his licensed weapon acciden-
tally went off. 

The bypoll is scheduled to 
be held on June 19.

CJI credits Constitution
for India’s stability
Biswajeet Banerjee 
PRAYAGRAJ 

Chief Justice of India (CJI) 
Justice B R Gavai on Saturday 
credited the Indian Constitu-
tion for the country’s unity 
and resilience during times of 
crisis, contrasting India's sta-
bility with the political up-
heavals witnessed in 
neighbouring nations. 

"India has consistently 
stayed united and strong 
through crises, thanks to the 
Constitution," he said. "Look 
at the condition of our neigh-
bouring countries. While 
India progressed after Inde-
pendence, others struggled. 
The credit goes to the Consti-
tution." 

Justice Gavai was speaking
at the inauguration of a new 
multi-storey complex with 
2,500 chambers for lawyers 
and a multi-level parking fa-
cility at the Allahabad High 
Court. The event was at-
tended by Union Law Min-
ister Arjun Ram Meghwal, 
Supreme Court judges, Chief 
Justice of the Allahabad High 
Court, Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath, 
and other dignitaries. 

Recalling the Constitution’s 
foundational role, the CJI 

said Dr B R Ambedkar's vi-
sion had enabled India to en-
dure both peace and conflict. 
"Some said the Constitution 
was too federal, others called 
it too unitary. But Ambedkar 
rightly stated that we gave a 
Constitution that would keep 
India united and strong in 
both peace and war." 

Reflecting on 75 years of 
constitutional democracy, 
Justice Gavai said the legis-
lature, executive, and judici-
ary had all contributed to 
advancing social and econ-
omic justice. He emphasized 
the collective duty of all three 
institutions to ensure access
to justice for every citizen, es-
pecially the most marginal-
ised. 

He cited land reforms as an 
example of how constitu-
tional principles were imple-
mented. "Laws transferring 
land from landlords to the 
landless were often chal-
lenged. Until 1973, the Su-
preme Court held that 
Fundamental Rights would 
prevail over Directive Prin-
ciples. But in 1973, a 13-judge 
bench ruled that while Parlia-
ment could amend Funda-
mental Rights, it could not 
alter the basic structure of 
the Constitution." 

BIHAR POLL

GROWTH AUCTIO
N.C

OM




