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The Madhya Pradesh Senior
Men’s Inter-Divisional Trophy
lit up grounds across the state
with a spectacle of batting
brilliance, spirited bowling,
and edge-of-the-seat finishes
as Bhopal, Gwalior, Jabalpur,
Narmadapuram, and Sagar
walked away with impressive
wins.

Holkar Thriller:
Bhopal tames
Indore

In a game that went down 

to the wire at Holkar Sta-
dium, Bhopal held their 
nerve to edge past Indore by 
3 wickets. Indore’s innings re-
volved around Shubham 
Sharma’s sublime 121, well 
supported by Aayam Verma 
(47) and Rishabh Chouhan 
(46), taking them to 276/9. 

Bhopal’s chase was an-
chored by Prithvi Tomar (81) 
and Ankush Singh (54), with 
Vikas Sharma (44) playing 
the finishing hand. Despite 
Akash Rajawat’s 4-wicket 
burst, Bhopal crossed the 
line in 47.3 overs, ending at 
277/7. 

Gwalior’s run-fest:
Overpowers
Shahdol

At Daly College, it rained
runs as Gwalior posted a com-
manding 326/7, built on Yash
Sharma’s fluent 116. Vikrant
Bhadoriya, Parth Choudhary,
and Mukul Raghav all chipped
in, pushing Shahdol on the
back foot from the start.

Harsh Dixit’s heroic 124 and
Himanshu Mantri’s 74 gave
Shahdol hope, but Aman Bha-
doriya’s 4-wicket burst and
Divyanshu Yadav’s control at
the death sealed the deal.

Shahdol fell just short, finish-
ing at 311/9.

Jabalpur’s Calm
Chase: Cruises
past Chambal

Jabalpur turned in a clini-
cal performance at Emerald
Heights International School,
bundling out Chambal for 167.
Kamal Tripathi’s 4 wickets
and a three-pronged support
attack restricted the opposi-
tion.

In reply, Rahul Kosta (59)*
and Prakhar Yadav (42)*
stitched an unbeaten partner-
ship that took Jabalpur to

171/3 in 37.1 overs, sealing a
commanding 7-wicket win.

Yash stars in
Narmadapuram’s
victory

Yash Dubey’s magnificent
140 was the backbone of Nar-
madapuram’s total of 317/8 at
Ramesh Bhatia Ground.
Atharv Mahajan (45) provided
key support as Rewa’s bowlers
struggled.

Despite Harshit Yadav (86)
and Tripuresh Singh (77)
fighting back, Riwik Diwan
(4/50) and Raj Mehta (3/37)
triggered a collapse that saw

Rewa all out for 275 in 45.4
overs.

Sagar overcomes
Ujjain by 38 runs

At S S Commun Ground,
Sagar posted 256 with a gritty
85 from Sanjog Singh, who
later chipped in with the ball
too. Ujjain’s reply began well,
but despite fifties from Parth
Sahani and efforts from Shan-
tanu Raghuwanshi and Ankur
Chouhan, they crumbled to
218 all out. Vineet Rawat (3
wickets) and Sanjog’s all-
round show ensured a 38-run
win for Sagar.

Bhopal, Gwalior, Narmadapuram,
Jabalpur & Sagar shine bright

CRICKET KALEIDOSCOPE | Cricket carnival in state
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In a defining moment for the
cricketing landscape of Mad-
hya Pradesh, the Mahakoushal
Region Cricket Association
(MRCA) has officially been
granted affiliation by the Mad-
hya Pradesh Cricket Associ-
ation (MPCA). This move
marks a fresh chapter for the
Jabalpur Division, months
after the cancellation of the Ja-
balpur Divisional Cricket As-
sociation’s (JDCA) registration
earlier this year.

The MPCA acted swiftly and
responsibly following the Ja-
nuary 2025 deregistration of
JDCA under the Madhya Pra-
desh Societies Registration
Act, 1973. With cricket in the
region at risk of disruption, the
MPCA maintained continuity
through an interim panel —
ensuring that the 2024–25 do-
mestic season continued
seamlessly in the Jabalpur
Division.

But now, as the cricketing
calendar approaches its off-
season, the MPCA has an-
nounced a formal transition:
The Mahakoushal Region

Cricket Association (MRCA)
will take charge of all cricket-
ing affairs in the Jabalpur rev-
enue division, with operations
beginning May 18, 2025.

Spearheading the new body
are: Siddharth Patel as presi-
dent, Suresh Verma as secre-
tary.

In a statement signed by
Sanjeev Rao, secretary of
MPCA, the association ex-
tended its “best wishes to the
Mahakoushal Region Cricket
Association and its office-
bearers for a successful and
progressive tenure in the ad-
ministration of cricket in the
Jabalpur division.”

This shift represents more
than just a change in adminis-
tration — it’s a “pitch reset” for
Jabalpur cricket. It reflects a re-
newed vision and a governance
model that aims to uphold pro-
fessionalism, transparency, and
grassroots development.

The MRCA now inherits
both opportunity and respon-
sibility: to nurture local talent,
uphold the spirit of the game,
and carry forward the cricket-
ing dreams of Mahakoushal
with a new structure and fresh
ambition.

FROM DISBANDMENT TO DEBUT |
MRCA takes guard after JDCA exit

New innings in
Mahakoushal

Man, Saransh,
Ashank &
Ayansh smash
into finals
SHUTTLE
STARS RISE |
Indore’s young
guns light up
courts
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The energy at Narayan Bagh
Bal Vikas Kendra Badminton
Hall soared as the 67th Sartaj
League Badminton Competi-
tion, hosted by Sartaj Acad-
emy, entered its final stage
with several prodigies stor-
ming into the title matches
across age categories.

Leading the charge is Man
Badjatya, who will play two fi-
nals — in the Under-13 and
Under-15 boys categories —
showcasing endurance and
dominance. In the U-15 final,
he is set to face a spirited Sar-
ansh Tirole, who clawed his
way past Arnab Shah in a
thrilling three-set semifinal: 6-
15, 15-10, 15-8.

Man, on the other hand,
looked in cruise control, dis-
patching Aditya Tilwarkar 15-
0, 15-1 in a ruthless display of
control and power.

Sibling Supremacy: Ashank
& Ayansh in Spotlight

The Mishra brothers —
Ashank and Ayansh — are
also making headlines:
Ashank Mishra made it to the
U-11 and U-13 finals, after
breezing past Adwit Shah 15-
2, 15-1. Ayansh Mishra, com-
peting in U-9 (Konpal) and
U-11 categories, also con-
firmed his place in both finals,
impressing with his skill and
confidence.

Meanwhile, Adwit Shah,
despite his loss to Ashank,
finds himself in the U-9 title
match, having shown consist-
ent form throughout the
league stages.

League Match Highlights -
Arnav Shah had a standout
performance, defeating
Naisha Purohit (16-14, 15-13)
and Aditya Tilwarkar (15-12,
15-4), Naisha Purohit bounced
back to beat Rithvi Dave 15-8,
15-4 and entered the girls' title
match, where she will face
Rithvi once again.

Other notable victories in-
clude - Saraansh Tirole beat-
ing Atharva Chaudhary (15-9,
15-8), Ashank Mishra downing
Naisha Purohit (15-9, 15-2),
Aditya Tilwarkar taking wins
over Atharva Chaudhary and
Rithvi Dave.
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The strategic silence of the
chessboard will echo with
ambition as Indore gears up
to host the Madhya Pradesh
State Selection Chess Com-
petition for Under-11 and
Under-13 age groups at

Oriental University from May 
24 to 27. The prestigious event
is being hosted by the All In-
dore Chess Association
under the aegis of the Mad-
hya Pradesh Ad-hoc Com-
mittee.

The tournament, which
serves as the official selection
platform, will determine the

top two players in each cat-
egory who will go on to rep-
resent Madhya Pradesh at the
National Chess Champion-
ships.

Announcements
Anil Fatehchandani, presi-

dent of All Indore Chess As-
sociation, and Dr Sunil

Somani, vice chancellor of
Oriental University, con-

firmed the hosting arrange-
ments.

IM Akshat Khamparia,
Convener of MP Ad-hoc Com-
mittee, stressed the impor-
tance of this selection, stating:
“These young players are the
future grandmasters. This
tournament is their first step
towards the national stage.”

MP U-11 & U-13 chess selection on May 24
COMPETITION
SCHEDULE
UNDER-13 CATEGORY:
May 24 – 25, 2025
UNDER-11 CATEGORY:
May 26 – 27, 2025
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The courts of Indore Resi-
dency Club echoed with the
rhythm of rising serves and
rallying shots as the Second
State Ranking Tennis Com-
petition entered a high-octane
phase. Amid soaring heat and
competitive fervour, inter-
national stars Deep Munim
and Aarush Jain led the
charge by sealing spots in the
men’s singles quarter-finals, as
a flood of young talents from
across Madhya Pradesh lit up
the clay courts.

The event, hosted under
the aegis of the Madhya Pra-
desh Tennis Association, fea-
tures a comprehensive line-up
spanning boys and girls in U-
12, U-14, U-18, and senior
men's and women's singles
and doubles categories. The
sheer volume of participation
prompted the organisers to
deploy six courts, with clay
dominating the surface.

Men’s Singles:
The Stars Rise

In Tuesday’s pre-quarterfi-
nals, Deep Munim delivered a
masterclass, overwhelming
Viraj 6-1, 6-1 with clinical
precision. Fellow inter-
national contender Aarush
Jain had a slightly stiffer test
but came through with a
composed 6-2, 6-4 win over
Lavraj.

Akash Nandwal made short
work of Pratyash Soni, cruis-
ing 6-0, 6-1, while Mohammad
Asim faced a gritty challenge
from Madhav Patidar but pre-
vailed 6-3, 7-6 to secure a
quarter-final berth.

Girls' U-12: Rising
Aces Take the
Spotlight

In the first round of girls’ U-
12, young racquets showed
impressive composure. Prisha
Sharma downed Aarna S 8-5
in a spirited contest. Ashvi
Jain dismantled Shanaya’s re-
sistance 8-1, Avni Soni blanked

Grisha 8-0, and Arya sailed
past Aheli 8-2.

Girls’ U-14:
One-Sided Duels
Dominate

It was largely a dominant
show in the girls' U-14 category,
with several matches ending in
lopsided margins. Manusmriti
and Adhya Jain registered
twin 9-1 victories over Saanvi
and Vamika respectively.
Ahana Fuljere mirrored the
trend, defeating Nandika 9-1. A
tight battle saw Mayra Singh
hold off Avika 9-7.

Boys’ U-14:
Straight Set
Statements

The boys’ U-14 main round
also unfolded with high inten-
sity: Almir Ali dispatched
Vian Agarwal 6-1, 6-4, Virat
Singh weathered a tight first
set to beat Arya 7-5, 6-2, Garv
Malpani handled Ayan 6-4, 6-
2, Ruhan breezed past
Atharva 6-1, 6-2.

YOUTH, CLAY & GRIT | MP’s tennis stars serve up a show
Deep & Aarush storm into QF

PCB eyes ‘mini draft’ amid foreign player exodus
PTI
KARACHI

As the dust settles after the
India-Pakistan border con-
flict, the Pakistan Cricket
Board (PCB) is scrambling to
ensure the completion of the
Pakistan Super League (PSL)
2025, facing a major
hurdle—foreign player avail-
ability.

With overseas stars unwill-
ing to return, the PCB is now
weighing a mini replacement
draft to fill the gaps before the
league resumes on May 17 in
Pakistan.

"This is because of the
problems the Board and the
franchises, excluding Multan
Sultans, are facing in con-
vincing their overseas
players to return..."

FRANCHISE
OFFICIAL

PSL Resumption: May 17–
25 Window Confirmed

Though the schedule is
yet to be fully disclosed, the
PCB has committed to com-
pleting the tournament in
an eight-day sprint, hoping
to salvage playoff contention
and conclude the season
with minimal disruption.

UNSPOKEN
TENSIONS,
UNFINISHED
BUSINESS

With Multan effectively
stepping back, the rest of the
league is clinging to hopes of
full-strength squads. The tim-
ing, the geopolitical strain,
and player safety concerns
have clouded what was once
a smooth, lucrative event.

They deserved on-field
send-offs: Kumble
PTI
NEW DELHI

In a sport that thrives on
emotion and occasion, the
retirement of two titans of
Indian Test cricket — Virat
Kohli and Rohit Sharma —
has come not with a grand
farewell, but with the quiet
click of a social media post.
For many, including
former India captain and
legendary spinner Anil
Kumble, that silence hurts
more than the shock itself.

“It is a huge surprise.
Two outstanding, great
players retiring on the
back of few days... I
thought Virat had a few
more years left in him,”
said Kumble.

A Quiet End to
Loud Legacies

Kohli’s announcement on
Monday — mere days after
Rohit’s own Test exit —
ended a red-ball career
that redefined Indian
cricket’s overseas mindset.
123 Tests, 9,230 runs, 30
centuries, and a golden

period of dominance be-
tween 2016–2019. Yet, there
was no final walk to the
crease, no standing ovation.

“Every player deserves to
leave on his terms, but I
think on the field... There
would have been plenty of
fans and a roaring send-
off,” Kumble insisted.

Kumble also pointed to R
Ashwin's sudden retire-
ment earlier this year as
part of a worrying trend. In
an age of instant announce-
ments and quiet exits, are
India’s legends being de-
nied their moment?

“Dressing room won’t be
the same” — Siraj,
Bhuvneshwar Reflect

Current Indian pacer
Mohammed Siraj, who
shared many iconic mo-
ments with Kohli, offered a
heartfelt message:

“You have inspired gen-
erations of cricketers like
me... Thank you for always
backing me. Dressing room
won't be the same without
you.”

Veteran pacer Bhuvnesh-
war Kumar, Kohli’s long-

time colleague at both in-
ternational level and Royal
Challengers Bengaluru,
highlighted his impact as a
leader:

“He deserves credit for
the way we transformed as
a team... His aggressive na-
ture suited Test cricket per-
fectly.”

Selectors must
have been
caught off
guard: Kumble

India will now tour Eng-
land for a five-Test series
starting June 20 — a chal-
lenging assignment that
will begin the next ICC
World Test Championship
cycle.

“Rohit has retired, and
Virat is probably India’s
most accomplished cap-
tain. You would’ve wanted
one of them in England,”
said Kumble.

He hinted that the selec-
tors may not have antici-
pated these retirements,
with the timing leaving a
leadership and experience
void at the top.
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