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BSF has not let its guard down: IG
OPERATION SINDOOR | BSF has fortified surveillance and defensive measures, responding aggressively to Pakistani provocations

FP NEWS SERVICE
JAMMU

The Border Security Force on
Tuesday said it targeted 76
Pakistani border outposts and
42 forward defence locations
(FDLs) and destroyed three
terrorist launch pads in strong
retaliation to unprovoked fir-
ing and shelling by Pakistani
Rangers along the Inter-
national Border (IB) in the
Jammu frontier during Oper-
ation Sindoor.

The BSF action came after
Pakistan launched heavy firing
and shelling on 60 Indian posts
and 49 forward positions, re-
portedly providing cover for
an attempted infiltration by
40–50 terrorists, officials said.

“Pakistan fired on our 60
border outposts and 49 for-
ward defence locations. In re-
sponse, we opened fire on 76
of their posts and 42 FDLs,”
BSF Deputy Inspector General
(DIG) Chiterpaul Singh told re-
porters here.

Singh said a key terror
launch pad run by Pakistan's
Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI)
near the Sunderbani sector
was destroyed. “There is no
movement seen from that area
now,” he said.

Inspector General of BSF,
Jammu Frontier, Shashank

Anand said intelligence inputs
confirmed that multiple
launch pads were hit, and
there were several fatalities
among terrorists and Pakistani
Rangers during precision
strikes.

Asserting that Operation
Sindoor is on as Pakistan can-
not be trusted, he said, “We
cannot let our guard down.
We are maintaining the high-
est possible vigil along the
border.”

“A Lashkar-e-Taiba launch
pad opposite the ‘chicken neck’
area was neutralised on the

night of May 9–10 using a
special weapon system,” he IG
said, adding three launch pads
in Loni, Mastpur, and Chabbra
were destroyed.

“We are still assessing the
total damage in coordination
with our partner agencies.
Three launch pads and several
posts were destroyed. Many
Pakistani villages were vacated
by Rangers,” he said.

"After April 22, Pakistani
Rangers reduced their visibil-
ity at forward posts, but BSF
maintained aggressive field
domination. Our troops, in-

cluding women personnel,
stood firm and ready for
eventuality,” Anand said.

DIG Indreshwar said that on
the night of May 8, BSF's sur-
veillance systems detected the
movement of a group of 40–50
terrorists near Sialkot. "We
launched a pre-emptive strike

in the Samba region to foil
their infiltration attempt," he
said.

Describing the Pakistan
Rangers’ reaction as “unex-
pected from soldiers,” the DIG
said, “They fled their posts.
They were not prepared for
such a strong response. But we
expect that they will restore
their terror infrastructure in
the future.”

The IG said a demoralised
enemy responded with shel-
ling in the Akhnoor sector the
next night, prompting BSF re-
taliation. “On the night of May
9 and 10, we targeted Lashkar-
e-Taiba launch pads and de-
stroyed one just three
kilometres from the border.”

DIG Virendra Datta from
Sunderbani said the BSF re-
ceived intelligence about 18–
20 terrorists planning
infiltration. “We responded
with a strategic mortar offen-
sive, surrounding enemy
posts. Several Pakistani posi-
tions were destroyed,” he
said.
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Maoist with
Rs 4L bounty
surrenders
A hardcore member of the
banned CPI(Maoist) carry-
ing a Rs 4 lakh reward on
his head surrendered be-
fore the Superintendent of
Police, Rayagada district,
on Tuesday. The surren-
dered red ultra, Bijaya
Punem alias Ajay, hails
from Batigudem village
under Husur police limits
in Bijapur district of
Chhattisgarh. He is an
Area Committee Member
(ACM) under the "Bansad-
hara-Ghumusar-Nagabali"
(BGN) division of the
banned Communist Party
of India (Maoist).

MEDININGAR (J’KHAND)

CPI (Maoist)
killed in
gunfight
A commander of the
banned CPI (Maoist) was
killed in a gunfight with
security forces in Jhark-
hand's Palamu district, a
senior police official said
on Tuesday. Another red
rebel, who is carrying a
bounty of Rs 15 lakh, is
said to have been injured
in the encounter, he said.
Several weapons, includ-
ing a self-loading rifle,
were recovered during the
search operation after the
gunfight, police said.
The encounter between
security forces and
Maoists broke out near Si-
tachuan area between
Mohammadganj and Hy-
dernagar police station li-
mits late on Monday,
police said.

NEW DELHI

Court awards
life term for 2
in murder case
A court here has sen-
tenced two men to life im-
prisonment in a 2015
murder case, saying that
undue sympathy to im-
pose an inadequate sen-
tence would harm the
justice system by under-
mining public confidence
in the efficacy of law.

SHIMLA

Court stays
razing of
HP mosque
A sessions court on Mon-
day stayed the May 3 order
of the Commissioner's
Court that directed the
demolition of a mosque lo-
cated in Sanjauli locality in
Shimla after the Waqf
board had failed to pro-
vide the records regarding
the ownership of the land.
The court also sought a
reply from the Municipal
Corporation, Shimla, on
the plea by the Himachal
Pradesh Waqf Board,
which has challenged the
decision of the Commis-
sioner's Court.

NEW DELHI

Con in name
of ex-prez,
ex-CJI, min
Two alleged Chennai-
based scamsters orches-
trated an elaborate scam
using forged letters from a
Union Minister and former
president and fake email
ID of a former chief justice
of India, duping Rs 25 lakh
of conning gullible victims
by claiming to appoint
them as office bearers of a
fictitious anti-graft organ-
isation, officials said.

NEW DELHI

CBI registers
FIR in HP chief
engineer’s case
The CBI has registered an
FIR and launched a probe
into the death of a Hima-
chal Pradesh Power Cor-
poration Limited (HPPCL)
Chief Engineer whose
family alleged harass-
ment by his seniors and
abetment to suicide in
March, an official said on
Tuesday.

HAILING WOMEN PERSONNEL
“Our women troops had the option to relocate to battalion

headquarters, but they chose to remain at forward posts. As-
sistant Commandant Neha Bhandari and other women con-
stables engaged enemy fire with bravery,” the IG said.

DRONE USE
The IG confirmed the use of drones by Pakistan for low-al-

titude attacks. “On the morning of May 10, Pakistan deployed
low-flying drones targeting our posts. Our troops engaged
them, but one drone dropped its payload on a post, leading to
the martyrdom of two BSF personnel and one Army jawan,”
he said.

In retaliation, the BSF launched a massive counter-offensive
targeting Pakistani bunkers, surveillance equipment and com-
munication towers in the Sialkot region, he said.

“To honour our martyrs, we will name two posts after them.
A post in Samba will be named ‘Sindoor’,” the IG said.

Govt mum on critical questions: Cong
GAURAV VIVEK
BHATNAGAR
NEW DELHI

The Congress on Tuesday said
several of the questions posed
by it to the Centre still remain
unanswered even as several
BJP leaders have taken to trol-
ling which is also resulting in
misbehaviour with students
from Kashmir.

Addressing a press confer-
ence at the party head-
quarters, the head of
Congress’s media and public-
ity department Pawan Khera
said “Till date we have not re-
ceived any reply to what hap-
pened to the terrorists of
Poonch, Ganderbal, Gulmarg
and Pahalgam, the terms on
which the ceasefire was
reached with Pakistan and if
these involved the handing
over of wanted terrorists, and
how did terrorists like Hafiz
Saeed and Masood Azhar es-
cape the strikes in that
country.

Khera accused the ruling

party leaders of delivering
“filmy dialogues” whenever
such questions were asked.
“This government has out-
sourced the entire politics,
political discourse, foreign
policy to trolls,” he charged.

Khera said while the Con-
gress and other Opposition
parties are standing with the
Centre in national interest,
there has been no dearth of
“dirty politics” from various
BJP leaders.

“Several BJP workers have
misbehaved with the students
of Kashmir, with the minor-
ities. They are also trying to
spread religious frenzy
through the official social
media handles. The truth is
that BJP has found an oppor-
tunity in a disaster, which is a
very painful thing,” he said.

The Congress leader also
noted that when the Centre
realised that India was “iso-
lated due to a destructive for-
eign policy, there was talk of
an all-party delegation”. He
said the Congress and opposi-
tion MPs made themselves

available to present India’s
side but this did not stop a BJP
MP from making “venomous
tweets” every day. He also ex-
pressed concern at the Prime
Minister also “speaking the
language of a troller”.

National Conference President Farooq Abdullah tees
off at Pahalgam Golf Course on Tuesday

Bloodshed won’t stop
J&K: Omar Abdullah
Jammu: Jammu and Kash-
mir Chief Minister Omar Ab-
dullah chaired a cabinet
meeting in Pahalgam on Tues-
day, moving his administra-
tion out of Srinagar in a bid to
instil confidence following last
month’s deadly terror attack in
the area. The visit comes as
conderns deepen over the re-
gion’s tourism revival, which is
a key contributor to the local
economy.

Addressing a press confer-
ence after the cabinet meeting
in Pahalgam, Abdullah said,
"This morning, the Jammu
and Kashmir cabinet meeting
was convened in Pahalgam.
This is the first time this gov-
ernment has held a cabinet
meeting outside Jammu or
Srinagar. Though we worked
as per the agenda of our gov-
ernment, we did not have a
cabinet meeting in Pahalgam
for just an administrative or
government function. The
agenda of development and
happiness in Jammu and
Kashmir, the agenda to repre-
sent the people in J&K will not
stop due to bloodshed."

Ahead of the meeting, Ab-
dullah shared his pictures on X
from Pahalgam with the area's

scenic landscape in the back-
ground. “In Pahalgam to chair
a cabinet meeting. We came to
express solidarity with the
local population. We’ve also
come to thank all the tourists
who are slowly making their
way back to Kashmir & to Pa-
halgam,” he wrote.
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