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Host Gwalior Cheetahs finally
opened their account in the MP
League 2025, registering a clini-
cal 15-run win over Jabalpur
Royal Lions in their third out-
ing. The match was headlined
byRishabhChauhan’sunbeaten
fireworks and Mangesh Yadav’s
decisive spell, setting the tone
for what could be a turning
point in their campaign.

Cheetahs set the
track ablaze

Winning the toss and bat-
ting first on a batter-friendly
Gwalior strip, the Cheetahs got
off to a brisk start. Cameos
from Suraj Yadav (16 off 6) and
skipper Parth Sahani (22 off 20)
laid the foundation, but it was
Rishabh Chauhan who stole
the spotlight.

Batting with fearless fluency,
Chauhan blasted an unbeaten
93 off 47 balls, studded with 6
sixes and 6 fours, at a jaw-
dropping strike rate of nearly
198. His knock oozed
composure and carnage in
equal measure, steering Gwa-
lior to a commanding 191 for 5
in 20 overs.

Bowling for the Lions, Pan-
kaj Patel returned with figures
of 2 for 52, while Ritesh Shakya,
Rahul Batham, and Saransh
Jain claimed a wicket each. But
none could contain the Chau-
han storm that swept through

their ranks.

Lions pushed into
the den

Chasing 192, Jabalpur Royal
Lions showed early grit but
soon found themselves behind
the rate. Middle-order resis-
tance came through Abhishek
Bhandari (53 off 35) and Sidd-
harth Patidar (44 off 33), who
combined caution with ag-
gression in a spirited 70-run
stand. But the chase unravelled
under pressure. Wickets fell at
crucial junctures, and despite a
late push, the Lions were re-
stricted to 176 for 7, falling
short by 15 runs.

Mangesh’s magic
turns the game

While Chauhan lit up the
stage with the bat, Mangesh
Yadav played a game-changer
with the ball. His spell of 4 for
23 in four overs broke the
Lions' spine and turned the

tide decisively in Gwalior’s fa-
vour. Support came from
Vishnu Bhardwaj, Arpit Patel,
and Rishabh Chauhan, each of

whom chipped in with a
wicket to round off a disci-
plined and well-planned bow-
ling performance.

Rishabh Chauhan adjudged
player of the match for his un-
beaten 93 runs knock of 47
balls.
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Cricket is not just a sport in In-
doreans, it’s a celebration and
now, the city is set to be at the
heart of the global cricketing
fest as Indore will host five
high-profile matches of the
ICC Women’s Cricket World
Cup 2025, turning the Holkar
Cricket Stadium into a world
stage.

As per the official schedule
released by the International
Cricket Council (ICC), the Hol-
kar Stadium will witness
some of the most awaited
matchups of the tournament,
including marquee clashes
featuring Australia, India,
England, and New Zealand.

These matches are part of

the round-robin stage of the
tournament, which begins on
30 September and runs
through 26 October. Cricket
fans in Indore are set for a rare
treat, with some of the game’s
most iconic names expected
to light up the venue across
formats.

The tournament opener
between India and Sri Lanka
will take place at the M Chin-
naswamy Stadium, Benga-
luru, on September 30.
Defending champions Austra-
lia begin their title defence
right here in Indore on Oc-
tober 1, taking on trans-Tas-
man rivals New Zealand.

Bengaluru and Colombo
will also see early action,
while Guwahati joins the ex-
citement on the final day of
group matches.

The semifinals are sched-
uled for October 29 and 30,
followed by the grand Final
on November 2.

Anticipation Builds
Speaking on the schedule

announcement, ICC chairman
Jay Shah expressed enthusi-

asm: “The confirmation of the
schedule only builds further
excitement and anticipation
for the ICC Women’s Cricket
World Cup 2025. With the
eight best teams in the
women’s game descending on
India, alongside incredible ve-
nues and what promises to be
record-breaking crowds, we
are all looking forward to an
unforgettable tournament.”

Indore’s moment to shine
Known for its passionate

cricket crowd and electric
matchday energy, Indore has
steadily built a reputation as a
dependable venue for inter-
national cricket. Hosting five
Women’s World Cup matches
is a major boost to the city’s
sporting profile and a huge
win for fans eager to see

world-class women's cricket
up close. As the stage is set
and the schedule locked in, In-

dore gets ready to roar, mak-
ing history once again under
the floodlights of Holkar.

HOLKAR’S HISTORIC HUDDLE | Indore fans, mark your calendars as city to host five blockbuster Women’s ODIs

Cricket fever won't cool
down in Indore anytime
soon. Just two-and-a-half
months after the ICC
Women’s World Cup, the
city will once again take
centre stage—this time for
a high-voltage men’s ODI
clash. On January 18, 2026,
Holkar Stadium will host
the third and final ODI of
the India vs New Zealand
series, part of a packed
white-ball tour.
The series will be played
across cities like Baroda,
Guwahati, Raipur, and In-

dore, showcasing the diver-
sity of Indian cricket ve-
nues. With Rohit Sharma
and Virat Kohli expected to
feature in the 50-over
format, the January 18 clash
could see a star-studded
showdown as both teams
fine-tune plans ahead of
the 2026 T20 World Cup.

Indore to host NZ on Jan 18
New Zealand
Tour of India
2026 features
3 ODIs (Jan 11–18)
5 T20Is (Jan 21–31)

Indore gears up for World Cup magic

Holkar’s World
Cup Fixture List
OCTOBER 1 �Australia vs
New Zealand
OCTOBER 6 �New Zeal-
and vs South Africa
OCTOBER 19 � India vs
England
OCTOBER 22 �Australia vs
England
OCTOBER 25 �Australia vs
Sri Lanka

BLAZING BLADE, ICY NERVES | Rishabh’s roar & Mangesh’s mayhem sink Lions by 15 runs
CHEETAHS CLAW TO VICTORY

Jaguars tear through Ghariyals
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In a pulsating T20 face-off, the
Rewa Jaguars stamped their
authority with a 39-run win
over the Chambal Ghariyals,
thanks to a match-defining in-
nings by Kanishk Dubey and a
clinical bowling display led by
Shivam Shukla and Saransh
Surana.

First Innings:
Rewa Jaguars –
158/9 (20 overs)

After early setbacks, Kan-
ishk Dubey emerged as the

backbone of the Jaguars’ in-
nings, smashing a rapid-fire
64 off 36 deliveries — studded
with 4 boundaries and 2
maximums. Partnering him,
Sagar Solanki added 36 off 26
balls, forming a critical 69-
run stand that steadied the
ship. Late contributions from
Kumar Kartikeya (15) and
Atharv Mahajan (5) helped
the Jaguars post a competi-
tive 158.

Chambal Ghariyals'
bowlers had their moments
— Aryan Pandey (2/20) kept
things tight, while
Nayanraj Mewada

(1/14 in 3 overs) bowled with
commendable control.

Second Innings:
Chambal Gha-
riyals – 119 all out
(17.3 overs)

Chasing 159, Chambal Gha-
riyals’ innings unraveled
under pressure. Only Apurve
Dwivedi showed resistance
with a blazing 45 off just 15
balls, smashing 4 fours and 3
sixes in a whirlwind cameo.

But once Dwivedi fell in the
4th over, the innings col-
lapsed like a house of cards.
Shivam Shukla (3/20) and Sar-
ansh Surana (a miserly 3/6 in
3 overs) ripped through the
middle order, while Ramveer
Gujjar (2/24) cleaned up the
tail.

Turning Point
The dismissal of Apurve

Dwivedi at 63/2 proved pivo-
tal. What followed was a re-
lentless chokehold by the
Jaguars' spinners and
seamers that left the Gha-
riyals gasping.

With this victory, the Rewa
Jaguars bolster their cam-
paign and send a strong
message to the competition.
Meanwhile, the Chambal
Ghariyals must regroup and
reassess as the tournament
heats up.

JAGUAR JUGGERNAUT | Rewa roar past
Chambal with commanding win

Grace Meets Grit 
Chambal Ghariyals batter unleashes power and poise
against the Rewa Jaguars during the Madhya Pradesh
League 2025 clash at Shrimant Madhavrao Scindia
Stadium, Gwalior on Monday

MPL 2025 �POINTS TABLE
TEAMS M W L NR PTS NRR
Rewa Jaguars 3 3 0 0 6 +1.630 
Chambal Ghariyals 3 2 1 0 4 +0.367 
Bhopal Leopards 2 1 0 1 3 +4.900 
Gwalior Cheetahs 3 1 2 0 2 -0.150 
Indore Pink Panthers 2 1 1 0 2 -0.925
Jabalpur Royal Lions 3 0 2 1 1 -0.175 
Bundelkhand Bulls 2 0 2 0 0 -4.923 

SCOREBOARD
SNAPSHOT
GWALIOR CHEETAHS �
191 for loss of five wickets
in 20 overs (Rishabh Chau-
han 93* off 47, Parth Sa-
hani 22; Pankaj Patel 2/52)
defeated JABALPUR
ROYAL LIONS � 176 for
loss of seven wickets in 20
overs (Abhishek Bhandari
53, Siddharth Patidar 44;
Mangesh Yadav 4/23)
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A wave of pride and excitement
has swept across Madhya Pra-
desh’s wrestling community as
Priyanshi Prajapat, an inter-
national wrestler hailing from
Ujjain, has been selected to rep-
resent India at the prestigious
U-23 Asian Wrestling Cham-
pionship, scheduled to be held
in Vietnam from June 18 to 21.

The announcement was
made by Omprakash Khatri,
Vikram Awardee and senior
official of the Madhya Pra-
desh Wrestling Association,
who confirmed that Priyan-
shi will compete as part of
the Indian wrestling contin-

gent at the event.

Proven medallist
on global mats

Olympian Pappu Yadav
praised the selection, high-
lighting Priyanshi’s past accol-
ades: “Priyanshi has already
proven her mettle at the inter-
national level, having secured
bronze medals at both the
World Junior Wrestling
Championship and the Junior
Asian Championship.”

Her consistent perform-
ance on the international cir-
cuit has now earned her a
coveted spot in the Indian
team for the U-23 Asian show-
down in Vietnam.

Hometown
heroine:
Ujjain’s pride

Priyanshi comes from a
wrestling-rich family in Ujjain.
Her father, Mukesh Prajapat,
is a noted wrestler from the
region. All three siblings —
two sisters and one brother —
have competed at the national
level. Her selection has cre-
ated a wave of celebration
across Ujjain and Madhya Pra-
desh's wrestling circles.

MP’s Priyanshi to represent
India in Asian Wrestling C’ship
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Inathrillingdisplayofall-round
cricket, Sanjay Lunawat Foun-
dation marched into the final of
the Prabha Suresh Chandra Lu-
nawat Memorial Girls T-20
Cricket Tournament with a re-
sounding nine-wicket victory
over Devz Tigers. The tourna-
ment, played under the aegis of
IDCA with colour clothing and
white ball, saw back-to-back
semi-final clashes that set the
tone for a cracking final.

SF 1: Avani bursts
through Tigers

In the first semifinal, Devz
Tigers, batting first, crumbled
for just 68 runs in 16 overs. Only
Bhavakshi (16 runs) managed
to resist briefly, as Avani Barge
tore through the batting line-
up with a sensational spell: 3
overs, 12 runs, 5 wickets.

She was well supported by
Anushka Shendge, who re-
turned with 3 for 6 in 3 overs. In

Sanjay Lunawat Foundation storms into
final of Prabha Lunawat Memorial Girls T20
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The Madhya Pradesh Pittu
teams are all set to take on
the national stage with full
force as they prepare to par-
ticipate in the Second Jun-
ior National Pittu
Championship, scheduled
to be held in Dehradun
from June 18 to 20. The
prestigious event is being
organised by the Uttarak-
hand Pittu Association
under the aegis of the Pittu
Federation of India.

The Pittu Association of
Madhya Pradesh, led by
President Harinarayan
Yadav and Secretary Gulab
Singh Chauhan, officially
announced the boys' and

girls' teams for the cham-
pionship. The leadership
mantle has been entrusted
to two promising young-
sters — Parth Khandelwal
will captain the boys' team
while Agravi Patidar will
lead the girls’ squad.

MP Boys Team - Parth
Khandelwal (captain), Arul
Barfa, Shaurya Kotia, Jeet-
manyu Dubey, Piyush Tri-
vedi, Vansh Chauhan,
Vishwaraj Chauhan,
Krishna Patidar, Vedang
Kushwah, Jatin Dhakad.

MP Girls Team - Agravi
Patidar (captain), Saloni
Mandal, Akshara Mundada,
Shri Tiwari, Hridaya Yadav,
Prachi Yadav, Sheetal Suner,
Megha Chaudhary, Anushka
Ghodeta, Jeetal Sharma.

YOUNG LEADERS, BIG AIMS | State
gears up for a smashing show

Parth and Agravi to lead MP squad
in Junior National Pittu C’ship

reply, the Sanjay Lunawat
Foundation chased down the
target in just 9 overs, losing only
one wicket. Harshita Singh re-
mained unbeaten on 43 off 29
balls, hammering 7 boundaries.
With this dominant win, the
Foundation booked their ticket
to the final where they will face
IDCA Academy.

SF 2: IDCA
Academy cruises
into final

In the other semifinal, Devz
Academy faced IDCA Acad-

emy. Batting first after winning
the toss, Devz were all out for
70 in 18 overs. Khyati Jain top-
scored with 22 runs. For IDCA,
Raveena Jangra took 3 wickets,
and Riya Thakur grabbed 2
wickets. In response, IDCA
Academy showed complete
authority by chasing the target
without losing a wicket in just
12 overs. Soumya Ali scored a
fluent 34. Janvi Parihar added
a classy 25. The duo’s unbeaten
partnership sealed a 10-wicket
victory, making it a flawless
entry into the final.
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The Champions Trophy 
Chess Tournament—with a 
total prize pool of Rs 
60,000—kicked off in grand 
style at Nehru Stadium, In-
dore. Organised jointly by 
the District Chess Associ-
ation and Bal Yuvak Mandal, 
with support from Unite In-
dore Chess Club, the event 
saw a ceremonial first move 
by Devkinandan Silawat, 
Executive President of MP 

Olympic Hockey Association, 
and Mithlesh Kaime, India’s 
Para Taekwondo Team 
Coach. 

Also present were digni-
taries including Jitendra 
Pandey (Sports Cell Officer), 
Vikram Awardee Pankaj Soni 
(Mallakhamb), and members 
of the organising committee 
— TR Silawat, Dwaraka Par-
deshi, and Vinod Gosar. 

Multi-district
battle of brains

Organising committee

president Munnalal Trivedi
informed that the 6-round
rapid tournament has drawn
210 participants from 8 dis-
tricts including Indore, Bho-
pal, Ujjain, Ratlam, Mandsaur,
and Dewas. Around 40 inter-
nationally rated players are
also part of the field, raising
the tournament's competitive
bar.

After completion of 3
rounds, 24 players have main-
tained an unbeaten run and
are jointly leading their re-
spective categories.

Champions Trophy chess tourney
begins with strategic spark
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