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Madhya Pradesh urban ad-
ministration minister Kailash
Vijayvargiya, during his visit to
the Malwa Utsav at Lal Bagh
ground, expressed concern
that while the event is festive,
it lacks authentic representa-
tion of Malwa’s culture. Ad-
dressing the gathering from
the main stage alongside event
organiser and MP Shankar
Lalwani, Vijayvargiya empha-
sised the need to showcase
Malwa’s traditional attire, cui-
sine and language in future
editions.

He recalled his childhood
memories of visiting markets
with his father, where traders
proudly wore traditional
Malwi attire, including the
iconic Malwi turban and sher-
wanis. “Today, you hardly see
anyone in that attire. People
have forgotten the Malwi tur-
ban and even those who knew
how to tie it are disappearing,”
he remarked.

Vijayvargiya stressed that
stalls representing authentic
Malwa cuisine like dal-bati,
doodh-jalebi and doodh-rabdi
should be included. He sug-
gested dedicating an entire sec-
tion of the festival exclusively to
Malwa’s culinary heritage.

He also lamented the fading
use of the Malwi language and
recommended organising folk
song competitions and cul-
tural activities to revive it. “We
are drifting away from our
roots. When we started cel-
ebrating Gudi Padwa as our
New Year, people didn’t even
know what it meant. Once, Uj-

jain was the timekeeping capi-
tal of India,” he noted.

Calling for a deeper cultural
connection,heurgedthatMalwa
Utsavmusttrulyreflectthespirit,
tradition and identity of the re-
gion in the years to come.

Solar power
generation in
Malwa-Nimar
now at 30500
locations
Our Staff Reporter
INDORE

Solar power installations in
western Madhya Pradesh have
seen a remarkable surge over
the past 14 months, with the
number of rooftop solar net
meters more than double. Ac-
cording to the Madhya Pra-
desh West Zone Electricity
Distribution Company, over
15,000 electricity consumers
have embraced solar energy,
installing panels under the PM
Surya Ghar Free Electricity
Scheme in the past 14 months.

West Discom managing di-
rector Anoop Kumar Singh 
said the scheme, introduced 
last year, had successfully 
connected 30,500 locations 
across the Malwa and Nimar 
regions to solar power. Indore
city led the way, with 16,000
consumers now generating
solar energy under the
scheme. “The response has
been phenomenal,” said Singh.

“Consumers are increasingly
opting for solar power, reduc-
ing their dependence on con-
ventional coal-based
electricity and contributing to
environmental sustainability”, 
he added. 

Under the PM Surya Ghar
Free Electricity Scheme, eli-
gible consumers receive a sub-
sidy of Rs 30,000 on the first
KW, Rs 30,000 on the second
and Rs 18,000 on the third KW
of installed capacity. The
maximum subsidy is capped
at Rs 78,000 for a three-KW
system. So far, Rs 90 crores in
subsidies have been trans-
ferred directly to the bank ac-
counts of over 12,000
consumers.

Singh highlighted that the
approval process for the

scheme was being expedited,
attracting more consumers to 
installing rooftop solar sys-
tems and generating power 
for personal use. “This initiat-
ive not only reduces the fi-
nancial burden on consumers 
but also contributes to the re-
gion’s renewable energy 
goals”, he added.
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DEMAND | Sindhi panchayat seeks action after first wife in
Karachi objects to man’s second wedding plans

Pakistani national faces
deportation over bigamy
Our Staff Reporter
INDORE

The Sindhi Panchayat in In-
dore has appealed to the dis-
trict collector to deport a
Pakistani national residing on
a long-term visa, following his
preparations for a second
marriage despite being al-
ready married.

The action was prompted
after his first wife, residing in
Karachi, contacted the Sindhi
Mediation and Legal Counsell-
ing Centre in Indore via social
media in January, urging in-
tervention to stop the wed-
ding.

The man in question, Vik-
ram Kumar Nagdev, has been
living in Indore on a long-term
visa for the past 12 years. He
married Nikita, a woman from
Karachi, on January 26, 2020,
and brought her to India a
month later. However, citing
visa issues, he sent her back to
Pakistan on July 9, 2020. Since

then, he has neither made ef-
forts to bring her back nor
sought legal separation.

The issue resurfaced when
Nikita discovered that Vikram
had recently gotten engaged to
Shivangi Dingra, a woman
from Delhi, and was planning
to remarry. Distressed, she
reached out to the mediation
centre via WhatsApp on Janu-
ary 15, 2025, seeking help.

Following her plea, the

Sindhi Panchayat conducted a
thorough review and con-
cluded that Vikram was in vi-
olation of both legal and social
norms. Panchayat president
Kishore Kodwani stated that
since the marriage was solem-
nised in Pakistan, it remains
legally binding under Pakis-
tani law, rendering any second
marriage without divorce il-
legal. The Panchayat also
flagged concerns over Vik-

ram’s alleged property acquisi-
tions in India, potentially viol-
ating visa regulations.

The Panchayat formally
submitted a recommendation
for Vikram’s deportation to
collector Asheesh Singh, citing
multiple breaches. Nikita’s
father, Munawwar Lal, also
backed the move, stating that
his daughter was wrongfully
sent back and abandoned
without any legal recourse.

Collector Asheesh Singh
confirmed that the adminis-
tration is reviewing all such
cases involving long-term
visa holders. He assured that
any violations of visa or prop-
erty laws would be dealt with
strictly under the legal
framework.

The case has sparked pub-
lic interest due to its inter-
national legal dimensions
and concerns about the mis-
use of long-term visas and
spousal neglect in cross-
border marriages.

State cabinet to have tryst with
Indore’s culture and cuisine
Our Staff Reporter
INDORE

The state cabinet is set to con-
vene in Indore on May 20 with
a meeting at the historic
Rajwada, immersing itself in
the city’s rich cultural, culi-
nary, and commercial heri-
tage.

Chaired by Chief Minister
Mohan Yadav, the meeting is
seen as significant from both
administrative and devel-
opmental standpoints. The
visit will include a series of cul-
tural programmes and inspec-
tions of key city projects.

Mayor Pushyamitra Bhar-
gav said preparations are in
full swing to welcome the
Chief Minister and cabinet

ministers, who are expected to
arrive on the night of May 19.
The visit is part of the ongoing
celebrations marking the
300th birth anniversary of
Devi Ahilyabai Holkar, a re-
vered icon in the region.

A major highlight of the
itinerary is a proposed visit to
the famed Sarafa Bazar - In-
dore’s vibrant night market
known for its delectable street
food and thriving bullion
trade.

Following the cabinet
meeting on May 20, Yadav is
scheduled to inspect several
high-impact development
projects, including the Indore
Metro Project, redevelopment
of the Hukumchand Mill, and
key initiatives in digital gov-

ernance and cleanliness,
areas that have contributed to
Indore’s repeated top rank-
ings in national cleanliness
surveys.

To ensure smooth coordina-
tion, BJP city president Sumit
Mishra will chair a planning
meeting with public represen-
tatives from Indore. The
agenda includes a grand wel-
come for the cabinet and the
execution of programmes cel-
ebrating the city’s growth and
heritage.

“This visit will not only ac-
celerate Indore’s development
trajectory but also enhance its
cultural and historical promi-
nence,” said Mayor Bhargav,
expressing optimism about
the high-profile event.

Directors of
Narmada
Extrusions
arrested for
Rs 10.94 cr fraud
Our Staff Reporter
INDORE

The Crime Branch on Tues-
day arrested two directors of
Narmada Extrusions Li-
mited for allegedly cheating
a dealer of Reliance Indus-
tries Limited’s petrochemi-
cal division out of Rs 10.94
crore. The arrests were
made from their office in the
city.

According to DCP (Crime)
Rajesh Kumar Tripathi, Pra-
veen Mittal and his son Pra-
nav Mittal were taken into
custody, while a search is
underway for another ac-
cused, Varun Mittal.

The case was registered
following a complaint by Ri-
shabh Sachdeva, director of
JBB Marketing Pvt Ltd, a
dealer for Reliance’s petro-
chemical division.

Sachdeva alleged that he
had supplied raw materials
worth Rs 10.94 crore to Nar-
mada Extrusions two years
ago, but the company failed
to make the payment.

Based on the complaint,
the Crime Branch regis-
tered a case two months
ago and launched an inves-
tigation. Acting on a tip-off,
the team raided the com-
pany’s premises and ar-
rested Praveen and Pranav.
Further questioning and ef-
forts to locate Varun Mittal
are ongoing.

District-wise
solar installations
Indore: 16,000
Ujjain: 3,100
Dewas: 1,940
Ratlam: 1,450
Khargone: 1,400
Barwani: 1,000
Dhar: 900
Mandsaur: 900
Neemuch: 875

Solar installations in western
MP double in last 14 months

City to step into future with
Digital Address, Waste App
Our Staff Reporter
INDORE

The Indore Municipal Corpor-
ation (IMC) is making bold
strides toward becoming a
fully digital smart city. In a key
meeting held at the City Bus
Office here Tuesday, mayor
Pushyamitra Bhargav re-
viewed the upcoming digital
initiatives aimed at transform-
ing the way the civic services
were delivered.

Under the ambitious ‘Every
House Digital Address’
scheme, every residential
property in the city will soon
receive a unique digital ident-
ity. This digital address will in-
tegrate multiple
services—such as property tax
payments, issuance of birth
and death certificates, garbage
collection requests and griev-
ance redressal onto a single,
user-friendly platform.

A pilot project for the
scheme has already been
launched in Ward 82, which is

being developed as a model
ward. Bhargav instructed offi-
cials to fast track the imple-
mentation citywide.

Indore is also set to launch
its own Integrated Citizen Por-
tal, enabling residents to ac-
cess essential municipal
services online from the com-
fort of their homes.

Rollout to occur
in three phases:
Phase One (3 months) –
online property tax ser-
vices

Phase two (next 3 months)
– birth and death certifi-
cates
Phase three (following 3
months) – online citizen
grievance redressal

Municipal commissioner
Shivam Verma, additional
commissioner Abhilasha
Mishra, MiC member Ra-
jesh Udavat and other offi-
cials attended the
presentation by digital ser-
vice providers and ex-
pressed confidence in the
portal’s effectiveness.

SAS officer Rinkesh
Vaishya joins as
Additional Collector
Indore: Rinkesh Kumar Vais-
hya, a State Administrative
Service (SAS) officer and cur-
rent Regional Manager of the
MP Civil Supplies Corpor-
ation, assumed charge as Ad-
ditional Collector of Indore
district on Tuesday. Collector
and District Magistrate
Asheesh Singh formally
handed over multiple respon-
sibilities to Vaishya, who will
now manage duties in the
Collectorate alongside his
current role at the Civil
Supplies Corporation. Vais-
hya has been assigned to
oversee judicial matters of
Kanadia, Dr Ambedkar
Nagar (Mhow) and Bichauli
Hapsi tehsils. Additionally, he
will supervise other key de-
partments.

Seminar on textile
export potential to
be held on May 16
Indore: The Man-Made and
Technical Textiles Export Pro-
motion Council (MATEXIL)
will host a seminar in Indore
on May 16 to explore the ex-
port potential of the textile
sector. The event is being or-
ganised with the support of
the Madhya Pradesh Indus-
trial Development Corpor-
ation (MPIDC) and marks the
first such initiative in the state,
encouraged by Chief Minister
Mohan Yadav. Sanjeev Saran,
former chairman of MAT-
EXIL, noted that the council
represents over 5,000 member
companies involved in man-
made fibre textiles, including
fibre, yarn, fabrics, etc.

On-demand garbage collection app soon
Taking another step toward smarter sanitation, the city
will soon launch an on-demand waste collection app.
This service will allow residents to schedule garbage
pickups as per their needs, adding flexibility and effi-
ciency to waste management.
Bhargav reviewed the first presentation of the app and
directed officials to ensure its swift roll-out.
“These initiatives are aligned with the vision of Digital 
India and aim to deliver transparent, accessible and 
efficient services to every citizen,” said Bhargav. “In-
dore is once again setting benchmarks in urban inno-
vation and public convenience,” he added. 

Malwa Utsav must reflect
Malwi culture: Vijayvargiya

Pvt school buses slapped with fine 
UJJAIN: Under the checking exercise on Tuesday, school
buses operated on Dewas Road of the city was done under
the leadership of RTO Santosh Malviya along with Traffic DSP
Vikram Singh and Divisional Transport Security Flying Squad
Ujjain Division. During checking, 82 vehicles were checked to
ensure compliance with Motor Vehicles Act and guidelines of
the Supreme Court. During checking, school buses which
were found to having seats installed on the emergency gate
were removed and a fine was imposed. The checking cam-
paign will be run continuously. During checking, out of 19 ve-
hicles of Christu Jyoti School, 12 were found to be without
PUC and a fine of Rs 36k was imposed.
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