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PLANE TRUTHS | Crash sparks renewed scrutiny of Boeing’s safety practices; structural integrity concerns were previously raised

When dreams died & life trumped death

Banswara: The devastating
crash in Ahmedabad brought
heartbreak to Rajasthan after
claiming the lives of an entire
family from Banswara who
were en route to start a new
chapter of life in London.

Among the 10 fatalities from
the state, five belonged to the
family of Pratik Joshi. He had
been living in London for six
years. A software professional,
Joshi had long envisioned
building a future abroad for
his wife and three kids. That
vision was becoming reality

this week, but fate intervened
with cruel finality.

Onboard the flight with Pra-
tik was his wife, Dr Komi Vyas,
a medical professional, who
had tendered her resignation
two days ago to prepare for
their permanent move. Their
children, including 5-year-old
twin daughters, were accom-
panying them. Locals recall the
couple as a symbol of aspir-
ation and determina-
tion—both highly educated,
deeply committed to professi-
ons and devoted to their kids.

Family of Raj doc who
quit job days ago dies

Relatives of Vijay Rupani
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A celebration of family bonds
and the hope of new begin-
nings have tragically cul-
minated in profound sorrow
for multiple families of Guja-
rat, as devastating details
emerge about individuals
from Vadodara and Gandhina-
gar who were aboard the Air
India flight that tragically
crashed.

What began as journeys for
connection and opportunity
ended in an unimaginable
nightmare, highlighting the
personal cost of the disaster.

Among the confirmed pas-
sengers was Nancy Patel, a 32-
year-old woman originally
from Bodeli in Chota Udepur,
who had been married in
Gandhinagar and was em-
barking on a solo journey to
London. Her departure, filled
with its own hopes and plans,
was abruptly cut short by the
devastating crash.

Further heartbreaking
news confirms the presence of
a young mother and her
toddler from Vadodara. Sadi-

kaben Mohammad Mian Seth-
wala, 26, and her two-and-a-
half-year-old daughter,
Fatima, were returning to
their home in London. They
had arrived in India on May 16,
specifically to attend the wed-
ding of Sadikaben’s brother-in-
law, filling their visit with joy
and family reunion. Their rou-
tine trip back home has be-
come a source of immense
grief, leaving relatives reeling
from the loss of both a young
mother and a child barely
begun.

Adding to the tragic roster
are Neeraj Lavanya and
Aparna Lavanya, a couple re-
siding in Feather Flats in Va-
dodara’s Atladara. Their
presence underscores the
widespread impact of the cra-
sh, touching lives across Guja-
rat’s communities.

“It’s an unbearable shock for
everyone,” shared a grieving
relative of one of the victims,
their voice heavy with sorrow.
“You send off your loved ones
with prayers for a safe journey,
never imagining such a hor-
rific outcome. The void they
leave behind is immense.”

‘Bappa saved me’
Bhoomi Chauhan, a woman who was supposed to be on Air
India Flight AI171 to London, narrowly escaped death after
missing the flight by just 10 minutes. Visibly shaken, Bhoomi
Chauhan told media, “I am thankful to God. My Ganpati Bappa
saved me.”

She was en route to Ahmedabad airport when she got stuck
in traffic, arriving just too late to board the fatal flight. “Just be-
cause of those 10 minutes, I could not board the flight. I don’t
know how to explain this,” she said.

The London-based passenger, who had been visiting India
after two years, was scheduled to return alone to the UK. “My
body is literally shivering. I am not being able to talk,” she said,
still in shock after hearing the news of the crash.

She continued, “My mind is totally blank now after hearing all
that has happened."

Whistleblower’s flaw
claim, year before crash

Despite being mar-
keted as one of the
safest and most ad-

vanced aircraft in the skies,
the Dreamliner has been
linked to technical faults. The
crash has put the spotlight on
claims by a Boeing engineer
last year, who said the 787
Dreamliner suffers from as-
sembly defects that threaten
safety.

Whistleblower Sam Sa-
lehpour - who worked at
Boeing for two decades - ac-
cused the company of put-
ting profit over safety, and
retaliating against him after
he raised concerns by “invol-
untarily” transferring him to
the 777 programme.

Attorneys for the whistleb-
lower said, “Rather than
heeding warnings, Boeing
prioritised getting the planes
to market quickly, despite the
known, well-substantiated is-
sues Salehpour raised.”

He told the US Senate
about structural problems in
the fuselage, claiming small
gaps and improper assembly
could cause early wear and
possible structural failure.
Boeing had released a de-
tailed defence of the aircraft,
saying it is “fully confident”
in the Dreamliner and deny-
ing charges it retaliated

against the worker.
The Federal Aviation Ad-

ministration launched an in-
vestigation based on
Salehpour’s stunning claims.
It later said the 787s in use at
this time “are in compliance
with current safety regula-
tions”. In June last year,
another whistleblower
stepped forward, alleging he
was retaliated against after
flagging potentially danger-
ous manufacturing prob-
lems.

1 cr for each victim
family from Tatas
ANI
NEW DELHI

Tata Group has announced a compensation of Rs 1 crore each for
the families of those who lost their lives in the tragic Air India
plane crash on Thursday.

"We are deeply anguished by the tragic event involving Air
India Flight 171. No words can adequately express the grief we
feel at this moment. Our thoughts and prayers are with the
families who have lost their loved ones, and with those who have
been injured," N Chandrasekaran, Chairman, Tata Sons, said in
a post on X.

"Tata Group will provide Rs1 crore to the families of each per-
son who has lost their life in this tragedy. We will also cover the
medical expenses of those injured and ensure that they receive
all necessary care and support. Additionally, we will provide sup-
port in the building up of the B J Medical's hostel," he said.
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