
NATURE’S WRATH: Assam flood toll rises to 19; nearly 6.8 lakh people affected
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The flood situation in Arun-
achal Pradesh remained grim
on Wednesday with incessant
rain causing fresh landslides
and inundation across the state
and affecting over 3,000 people
in 23 districts, officials said.

At least 12 people have lost
their lives due to landslides
and floods triggered by mon-
soon rain this year, while
search operations are under-
way for two missing persons, a
report from the State Emerg-
ency Operation Centre (SEOC)
said.

Fresh landslides were re-
ported in Dibang Valley and
Anjaw districts and along the
Likabali-Aalo highway near
Magi and Siji, disrupting ve-
hicular movement, the report
said, adding that several major
rivers in the state are in spate.

Of the fatalities due to land-
slides and flood-related inci-
dents, seven were reported
from East Kameng, two from
Lower Subansiri and one each
from Longding, Lohit, and
Anjaw districts.

Nine of the deceased lost
their lives due to landslides,
one in a flood-related incident,
another due to a wall collapse,
and a person was killed in May
after a tree fell on him during
inclement weather conditions

in Longding district, the offi-
cials said.

Meanwhile, The flood
situation in Assam wor-
sened on Wednesday with the
death toll increasing by two,
while the number of affected

people went up to nearly 6.8
lakh in 21 districts, an official
bulletin said.

Nine major rivers, including
the Brahmaputra, were flow-
ing above the danger level
across the state, with the Re-

gional Meteorological Centre
(RMC) in Guwahati predicting

heavy to very heavy rainfall at
isolated places in the state.
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Sikkim
landslides: IAF
evacuates 33
GANGTOK: Amid re-
lentless rainfall and
landslides wreaking
havoc across Sikkim,
the Indian armed
forces have intensified
their Humanitarian As-
sistance and Disaster
Relief (HADR) oper-
ations to aid the af-
fected population in
the northeastern
state.
On Wednesday, the In-
dian Air Force (IAF)
successfully rescued
33 people, including
two US nationals, from
the remote Chaten re-
gion of North Sikkim.
In addition to the
evacuation efforts, the
IAF also air-dropped
vital relief supplies
and inserted National
Disaster Response
Force (NDRF) teams to
assist those affected
in the region.

30,000 families in 
Morwa face uprooting 

Biswajeet Banerjee
SINGRAULI

In what is being dubbed as
Asia’s largest urban displace-
ment, the heart of Singrauli
city in — Morwa — at UP-MP
border - is set to be uprooted
to make way for the expan-
sion of a coal mine. Over
30,000 families will be dis-
placed, and more than 22,000
buildings, including colleges,
schools, hospitals, temples,
mosques, and thousands of
shops, are marked for demo-
lition.

This will be the first in-
stance in India where a fully
developed urban settlement
will be cleared for coal exca-
vation. The area lies above a
massive coal reserve, which
the Northern Coalfields Li-
mited (NCL), a Coal India
subsidiary, plans to extract by
expanding its Jayant coal
project that spans across the
Uttar Pradesh-Madhya Pra-
desh border.

The project involves the ac-
quisition of 927 hectares of
land in Morwa. According to
NCL estimates, around 800

million tonnes of coal lie be-
neath the region. The total
cost of acquisition, demoli-
tion, rehabilitation, and com-
pensation is expected to be
around Rs 30,000 crore.

Surveys and measure-
ments for land, homes, and
commercial establishments
have already begun, follow-
ing the implementation of
Section 9 of the Coal Bearing
Areas Act in February last

year. This marks the prepara-
tory phase for formal land
acquisition. Compensation
and rehabilitation will be de-
cided based on these surveys.

“This is the largest dis-
placement project under-
taken by Coal India.
Rehabilitation of the affected
families will be done as per
set norms,” said Ramvijay
Singh, Public Relations Of-
ficer at NCL.

A CITY BURIED 
FOR COAL

ROOTS GOING BACK 60 YEARS

Many of the families facing displacement have
lived in Morwa for 40 to 60 years, establishing
deep roots in the region. The old city of Sin-

grauli, including Singrauli Railway Station, historic
settlements, and local markets, is located in this zone.
Apart from Morwa, Singrauli is divided into two other
zones — Baidhan, where the district headquarters is
located, and Vindhyanagar, the hub of NTPC's Vind-
hyachal project.
Morwa is not just any neighbourhood. It is the oldest
zone of Singrauli city, housing 11 municipal wards and
over one lakh people. Many families have lived here for
two or three generations, ever since the coal economy
began shaping this region in the 1960s.
“We built our homes, raised our children, and made
our lives here. Now we are being asked to leave every-
thing behind for coal,” says Chanda Devi, a 62-year-old
resident who has lived in Morwa for nearly 50 years.
“No one knows where we will go or what we will get in
return.” “My son runs a medical store. Our family lives
upstairs, and the shop downstairs is our only source of
income. Will we get that again?” asks Riyaz Ahmed, a
shopkeeper from Ward 8.

Hojai, Assam Nagaon, Assam
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Cong questions Centre’s silence on Trump’s visa policies
Gaurav Vivek Bhatnagar / NEW DELHI

The Congress on Wednesday flagged the issue of lakhs of Indian students studying in the
United States facing an uncertain future following some announcements made by its Presi-
dent Donald Trump and asked why India was remaining “completely silent” on the issue
when China had reacted strongly to a similar situation. Raising the issue, Congress general
secretary Jairam Ramesh wrote in a post on “X” that “According to the Ministry of External
Affairs, about 3,37,630 Indian students have gone to the US for higher education in the year
2024. About one-third of the foreign students studying in various US campuses are from
India. This means that around 3.5 lakh Indian families spent their hard-earned money or
took loans for their children’s education in America.”
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