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2 surrendered
Maoists
kidnapped,
killed in CG
IANS
RAIPUR

The shadow of insurgency
deepened once again in
Chhattisgarh’s conflict-hit Bi-
japur district, as Maoist rebels
executed two civilians, who
had surrendered earlier.

The two were murdered in
a late-night assault on Satur-
day. Both the victims were re-
cently surrendered Maoists.
They had laid down arms only
months ago in hopes of re-
building a peaceful life.

The attack occurred in
Empur village under the
Pamed police station area,
where a group of armed
Maoists abducted the men
from their homes. "Their
bruised and lifeless bodies
were later found in the nearby
area. The victims have been
identified as Samaiya, a
former Maoist who surren-
dered earlier this year, and
Veko Deva, a resident of
Empur village," Chandrakant
Governa, Additional Super-
intendent of Police, Bijapur,
told media.

Dheeraj Kumar
PATNA

Bihar CM Nitish Kumar on
Sunday announced that a dedi-
cated Trust had been formed
for accelerating the pace of
construction of Jagat Janani
Maa Janaki Temple at Punaura
Dham in Sitamarhi district.

Jagat Janani Maa Janaki
Temple will be constructed in
line with Ram Mandir in Ayod-
hya.

Nitish said that the design

plans for the comprehensive
redevelopment of the revered
Jagat Janani Maa Janaki
Temple at Punaura Dham in Si-
tamarhi district had been final-

ised.
Sharing images of the design

on X, chief minister said, “I am
very happy to inform you that
the design of the grand temple

and other structures for the
holistic development of Jagat
Janani Maa Janaki’s birthplace,
Punaura Dham, Sitamarhi, is
now ready, which is being

shared
with you. A trust has also been
formed for this so that the con-
struction work can be ex-
pedited.”

NITISH AHEAD IN
TEMPLE POLITICS

HOLISTIC DEVELOPMENT| Trust for Maa Janaki Temple at Punaura Dham formed

SHRINE USP
n Proposed design features a majestic
151-feet high temple structure, broad
walkways, and lush green landscaping
with a focus to enhance the spiritual and
aesthetic experience for visiting devo-
tees.
n Punaura Dham, regarded as the birth-

place of Goddess Sita, holds immense
significance among followers of the
Hindu faith.
n The new initiatives assume special sig-
nificance as after the consecration of the
Ram Temple in Ayodhya, devotees from
Janaki Temple had offered sacred gifts
during the Pran Pratishtha ceremony in
January 2024.
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WHO WILL BE DARK
HORSE OF BIHAR?

Even as political parties are gearing
up for the crucial Bihar state As-
sembly poll, Dheeraj Kumar takes

a close look at the state’s young leaders
who are set to impact the elections…

TEJASHWI YADAV

Tejashwi Yadav,35, has al-
ready achieved great
heights in his political ca-

reer. He has already held the
deputy CM’s post twice, once
in 2015 when he was only 26
and again in 2022, when CM
Nitish Kumar snapped ties
with BJP for the second time
and formed a government with
RJD and its allies.
BACKGROUND : Tejashwi`s
parents – Lalu Prasad and
Rabri Devi… were both former
CMs of the state. As a former
cricketer, he was a member of
the Delhi Daredevils team in
2008. He led RJD from the
front in the 2020 Bihar Assem-
bly election in the absence of
his ailing and under-prison
father and RJD emerged as the
single largest party with 77
seats.
PROSPECTS: Tejashwi has a
fair chance to put up a good
show in the election with
RJD`s traditional vote bank…
the Yadavs and Muslims are
largely behind it.

CHIRAG PASWAN

Chirag Paswan, 42, secured
a ministerial position in
Modi's 3.0 Cabinet. Chirag

demonstrated his grit and deter-
mination and survived the politi-
cal onslaught launched against
him by his uncle and former
Union minister Pashupati Kumar
Paras following his father Ram
Vilas Paswan`s demise in 2020.
BACKGROUND: Chirag’s politi-
cal journey began in 2012 when
he joined the Lok Janshakti Party
(LJP). He played a crucial role in
forming an alliance with the BJP
in 2014, convincing his father to
revive the partnership that had
been snapped in 2002 following
the Gujarat riots. He had a brief
stint in Bollywood too.
PROSPECTS: Chirag has a
strong support base among the
Paswan community, which con-
stitutes 5.3 percent of the
state`s population. He is also
aiming to broaden his support
base among ‘Bahujan Samaj’ by
wooing all other social groups.
He has also announced to con-
test the Assembly election.

PRASHANT KISHOR

Prashant Kishor, 48, has formed the Jan Suraaj Party and keeps
making extensive tours of the state. He attacks both Lalu and
Nitish at his public gatherings. He is a former poll strategist,

credited with assisting a number of politicians emerge victorious in
elections.
BACKGROUND: Kishor established the Indian Political Action Committee
(I-PAC), which became one of India’s leading political consultancy firms. He
has now disassociated himself with the I-PAC. Kishor briefly ventured into
active politics by joining the Janata Dal (United) in 2018, but he soon re-
turned to his consultancy role.
PROSPECTS: Prashant Kishor has the greatest advantage that he has not
been in power so far. So, whatever he speaks sounds credible to many but
whether it will be translated into votes, only time will tell.

NISHANT KUMAR

Nitish’s son Nishant Kumar may join politics ahead of the Assembly
elections. Nishant keeps a relatively low-profile and also stays away
from most political events. During his interaction with the media in

recent times, he appealed to people to make his father CM again as he has
done good work for Bihar.
BACKGROUND: Nishant was born on July 20, 1975, and is the only son of
Nitish and Manju Sinha. Manju passed away in 2007. Like his father, he is
also an engineer.
PROSPECTS: If Nishant joins politics, he could be of immense help to JD
(U) as well as to the NDA as he has a clean image. People of Bihar may want
to see people like him join politics.

1428 Indians evacuated
from war-hit Iran so far

Record-breaking
Yogandhra:
PM compliments
people of Andhra
IANS
AMARAVATI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Sunday compli-
mented the people of
Andhra Pradesh after the
Yogandhra event at Visak-
hapatnam on the 11th Inter-
national Day of Yoga
created a new Guinness
World Record.

“Yoga brings people to-
gether, once again! Compli-
ments to the people of
Andhra Pradesh for the
manner in which they have
strengthened the movement
to make Yoga a part of their
lives. The Yogandhra initiat-
ive and the programme in
Visakhapatnam, which I
also took part in, will always
motivate several people to-
wards good health and well-
being,” the Prime Minister
posted on ‘X’ while reacting
to the post of Guinness
World Records.

“Today an incredible
300,105 participants took
part in the largest yoga les-
son ever, in Visakhapatnam,
Andhra Pradesh, India - or-
ganised by Gov. of Andhra
Pradesh to celebrate Inter-
national Day of Yoga,” reads
a post from Guinness World
Records.

SPYING FOR ISI: ARMY
PERSONNEL, AIDE NABBED

Dialogue, diplomacy
key to resolving
conflicts, says Goyal

U
nion Minister Piyush
Goyal on Sunday
stressed the impor-

tance of "dialogue" and "di-
plomacy" as the primary
means to resolve any conflict,
amid the growing involve-
ment of the United States in
the Israel-Iran conflict. Goyal
reiterated that Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi believed
that war was not a solution
for the settlement of any
issue. "Dialogue and diplo-
macy are the mediums that
should be used for any issue
to be resolved. PM Modi has
been of the thinking that war
is not a way for the settle-
ment of any issue," Goyal
said, addressing the media.
Meanwhile, defence expert
Praful Bakshi emphasised
the critical role India could
play in helping de-escalate
the ongoing conflict and
highlighted how PM Modi
could leverage the friendly
relations between the two
nations and push for a peace-
ful resolution. "For India, it's
time to be more vigilant.

Both Iran and Israel are our
friends. With Israel, we have
an emotional connection...a
personality like PM Modi, I
think, will raise this issue
with both sides to end this
war," Bakshi told ANI.
LEFT PARTIES CON-

DEMN: Condemning the ac-
tion, Left parties on Sunday
said the move was a grave vi-
olation of Iranian sovereignty
and the UN Charter. Left
parties said the US action
will inflame global tensions,
destabilise West Asia and
have severe economic reper-
cussions.
US NEVER HONEST

BROKER: AIMIM chief Asa-
duddin Owaisi said, “US was
never an honest broker.
Whether it is Iraq, Libya or
Palestine. The US is sitting
completely silent on the eth-
nic cleansing taking place in
Gaza.” “Criticising US "si-
lence" over Israel's military
action on Gaza, Owaisi said,
“US policy is only to cover up
the crimes of the Israeli gov-
ernment.”

Rajesh Moudgil
CHANDIGARH

In a major counter-espionage
operation, Punjab police on
Sunday arrested an Indian
Army personnel and his aide
suspected of spying activities
linked to Pakistan’s Inter-Ser-
vices Intelligence (ISI).

Director General of Police
(DGP), Punjab, Gaurav Yadav,
said that the arrested accused
have been identified as Gurp-
reet Singh alias Gopy Foji, a
resident of Dhariwal village in
Amritsar district - presently,
serving in the Indian Army
and posted in Jammu and his
associate Sahil Masih alias

Shali, also a resident of Dhari-
wal.

DGP Yadav said that prelim-
inary investigation revealed
that Gurpreet was in direct
contact with operatives of the
Pakistan ISI and is suspected
of sharing sensitive and con-
fidential information via pen
drives. The key ISI handler in-
volved in the case has been
identified as Rana Javed, he
added.

The DGP said that two mo-
bile phones containing virtual
numbers, reportedly used to
communicate with ISI oper-
atives, have been recovered
from the possession of both
the arrested accused persons.

Meanwhile, an Iraqi na-
tional was arrested from the
India-Nepal border near Ra-
xaul in East Champaran dis-
trict when he was crossing
over to Nepal to catch a flight
from Kathmandu for Saudi
Arabia.

The Iraqi national identified
as Bara Fauzi Hamid Al Bayati,
a resident of Al Dora in Bagh-
dad, was staying in Indian ter-
ritory since June 16 this year,
and was arrested on Saturday
evening. Officials said that it
was being probed how he en-
tered into Indian territory
without a valid visa and was
staying here.

– With inputs from Dheeraj Kumar

IANS
NEW DELHI

The Indian government con-
tinues to bring back Indian na-
tionals, including students
stranded in the war-torn Iran,
under the Operation Sindhu.
The latest batch of 311 Indians
arrived in the national capital
via a special flight from Mash-
had, even as the tensions esca-
latedtoanewhighintheMiddle
Eastregionfollowingthebomb-
ing of key Iranian nuclear facil-
ities by the US bomber planes.

The Ministry of External Af-

fairs (MEA) spokesperson
Randhir Jaiswal took to X on
Sunday to share an update on
India’s evacuation drive from
Iran under the Operation
Sindhu, and also gave exact
numbers of evacuees from the
war-hit zone.

“OperationSindhucontinues.
311 Indian nationals arrived in
New Delhi on a special flight
from Mashhad at 16:30 hrs on
22ndJune.1428Indiannationals
have now been evacuated from
Iran,” said Randhir Jaiswal, offi-
cial spokesperson of the Minis-
tryofExternalAffairs, inatweet.
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