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BENGALURU

IndiGo flight
calls ‘Mayday’
An IndiGo flight (6E-6764)
from Guwahati to Chen-
nai, carrying 168 passen-
gers, made an emergency
landing in Bengaluru on
Thursday due to "insuffi-
cient fuel" after pilots de-
clared a 'mayday'. The
A321 aircraft initially at-
tempted to land in Chen-
nai but diverted due to air
traffic congestion. The
flight landed safely in Ben-
galuru at 8:20 pm.

NEW DELHI

6-year-old
held for Rs 10
lakh robbery
Delhi Police has arrested a
26-year-old man wanted
in connection with a rob-
bery of Rs 10 lakh in Rohini
last month, an official on
Saturday said. The ac-
cused, identified as Rahul,
was arrested on June 19.

THANE

Undertrial
slashes neck
with blade
A 29-year-old undertrial
prisoner allegedly at-
tempted to kill himself in
a moving police van by
slashing his neck with a
blade he had been carry-
ing in his mouth while re-
sisting his transfer to
Thane Central Jail from a
Kalyan facility, officials
said on Saturday. The
incident occurred at
around 11.15 AM on
Thursday.

IMPHAL

4 militants
arrested in
Manipur
Security forces arrested
four militants belonging to
various proscribed outfits
in Manipur, police said on
Saturday.
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Nitish government hikes
social security pension

STRATEGIC MOVE| In poll-bound Bihar, Nitish Kumar
increases pension to ₹1,100 per month from ₹400

Dheeraj Kumar
PATNA

Ahead of Bihar assembly polls,
chief minister Nitish Kumar
on Saturday announced to en-
hance the monthly pension for
the old age people, differently
abled individuals and widows
under the state government's
social security scheme.

From July 1, the monthly
pension under social security
pension schemes has been in-
creased from Rs 1100 to Rs
400.<Under the scheme,
1,09,69,255 people will benefit
from the hiked pension
amount from next month. The
decision has been seen as a
move to further strengthen
women voters, who are tradi-
tionally associated with NDA.

Nitish`s announcement
comes on the close heels of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi inaugurating and laying
the foundation stone for vari-
ous development schemes in
Siwan on Friday.

“I am pleased to inform you
that the social security pen-

sion scheme, all aged people,
differently abled individuals
and widows will receive a
pension of Rs 1100 per month
instead of Rs 400,” CM in-
formed on X.

“The elderly are a precious
section of the society and en-
suring their dignified living is
our top priority. The state gov-
ernment will continue to
make efforts in this direction,”
he added.

He said that the increased
amount of monthly pension
would be effective from July 1,
2025. He said that the govern-
ment would ensure that the

pension amount was credited
to be bank accounts of bene-
ficiaries by 10th of every
month.

In yet another major deci-
sion aimed at benefitting
women, Nitish government
also decided to share the inter-
est payment liabilities of the
self help groups associated
with the JEEViKA project.

About 1.40 crore JEEViKA
didis of the state have become
self-reliant by joining self-help
groups.

Nitish said on 'X', "I am
happy to inform that under
the JEEViKA project, self-help

groups will now have to pay
only 7 percent interest on
bank loans of more than Rs 3
lakh. Earlier, self-help groups
had to pay 10 percent interest
on bank loans of more than Rs
3 lakh. Now, after the reduc-
tion in interest rates, the addi-
tional amount to be paid to
banks as interest will be given
by the government. This will
increase the income of
JEEViKA didis and their stan-
dard of living will improve
further.

"Similarly,1.40 lakh workers
are working for various types
of administrative, training and
other activities related to self-
help groups, and are doing
good work towards making
women empowered and self-
reliant.

In view of this, the state gov-
ernment has decided to
double the honorarium of all
the workers associated with
JEEViKA. The state govern-
ment will bear the additional
amount of honorarium in-
crease of these employees," he
added.

Dheeraj Kumar
PATNA

Even as RJD leader Tejashwi
Prasad Yadav on Saturday al-
leged that a whopping
amount of Rs 20,000 crore
was spent on rallies ad-
dressed by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi in Bihar so
far, BJP put up posters across
the state capital bearing slo-
gans like ‘Mera Baap Chara
Chor, Vote Mujhe De.

Deputy chief minister and
BJP leader Samrat Choud-
hary borrowed the iconic
line from a Bollywood flick
‘Deewar’ to attack Tejashwi
and RJD chief Lalu Prasad,
who was convicted in fodder

scam. In the posters, a col-
ourful slogan is inscribed
next to a caricature that
shows the father-son duo rid-
ing a buffalo, an obvious ref-
erence to the multi-crore
fodder scam.

Mera Baap Chor hai posters

RJD leader Tejashwi Yadav continued with
his pickpocket jibe, claiming that a
staggering Rs 20,000 crore has been
spent on rallies addressed by PM
Narendra Modi in Bihar so far

Omar under fire for Indus water remarks
Rajesh Moudgil
CHANDIGARH

Political parties of Punjab have
slammed Jammu and Kash-
mir chief minister Omar Ab-
dullah’s remarks in which he
has strongly opposed the flow
of water from the three west-
ern rivers of the Indus system
in Jammu and Kashmir to
Punjab.

Accusing Abdullah of delib-
erately politicising the issue,
ruling AAP leader Neel Garg
said the authority to decide on
river waters lies with the Cen-
tral government. Hence, Omar
Abdullah cannot take a unilat-
eral decision on this matter. He
emphasised that Punjab needs
water, and therefore, Punjab

should also get a share of the
Indus River's water.

He further added that dur-
ing the conflict with Pakistan,
the Centre had decided to
annul the Indus Water Treaty.
Now, it is the Indian Govern-
ment's responsibility to appro-
priately distribute the
remaining water and give
Punjab its rightful share.

Garg pointed out that, like
Jammu and Kashmir, Punjab
is also a border state. When-
ever war/conflict occurs, Pun-
jab becomes the battleground,
he said adding that when the
country needs food grains, it
becomes the granary of the
nation. Now that there is water
available, Punjab has a legit-
imate claim over it.

Terming Omar’s statement

as absurd, the Punjab Con-
gress chief Amarinder Singh
Raja Warring said that it was
unbecoming of the J&K CM to
make such remarks when the
canals proposed to be con-
structed, were to save the
water from going to Pakistan.

Expressing surprise at
Oman’s statement, the Shi-
romani Akali Dal (SAD) also
urged the Centre to undo the
“historic injustice’’ done with
Punjab by the then Indira
Gandhi government while de-
ciding distribution of the
water of the Indus water basin.

Former minister and senior
SAD leader Daljit Singh
Cheema said that what Oman
was demanding was another
attempt to do injustice with
Punjab.
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