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MUMBAI UNDERWATER
NATURE’S WRATH: Earliest monsoon onset in 75 yrs; Aqua Line stn inundated

PTI
MUMBAI

Monsoon arrived in Mumbai
with a bang on Monday, with
heavy downpour leading to
suspension of suburban train
services on Central Railway's
Harbour line, while waterlog-
ging was reported from sev-
eral areas in the metropolis.

Heavy rainfall was also re-
ported from parts of western
Maharashtra and coastal Kon-
kan region. A man died after
being struck by lightning in
Raigad district, an official said.

Operations on the Metro
line 3, also known as the Aqua
Line, were suspended be-
tween Acharya Atre Chowk
and Worli on Monday, after
heavy rains inundated an
underground station, officials
said. "The southwest mon-
soon made its onset over
Mumbai today. This is the
earliest onset in Mumbai in
the last 75 years," IMD scien-
tist Sushma Nair said.

Nair said southwest mon-
soon arrived in Mumbai on
May 29 in 1956. It arrived on
the same date in 1962 and
1971, she added.

The Mumbai Metro Rail
Corporation (MMRC) sus-
pended the operation after
flooding was reported at the
underground Acharya Atre
Chowk station.

The inundation inside the
metro station has raised con-
cerns about construction
quality and monsoon pre-
paredness of the underground
metro station on the 33-km
long Colaba-BKC-Aarey JVLR
underground metro corridor.

The MMRC, in a statement,
said, "Due to the sudden and
intense rainfall today, water

seepage was reported at the
under-construction entry/exit
structure of Acharya Atrey
Chowk station along Dr Annie
Besant Road. The incident oc-

curred when the RCC water-
retaining wall constructed at
entry/ exit collapsed due to a
sudden ingress of water from
an adjoining utility."

Vehicles are seen submerged in water as commuters
wade through inundated roads in Mumbai

n Heavy
rainfall
continues in K'taka;
normal life disrupted in
coastal region

n Thunderstorms, mod-
erate rain and gusty
winds forecast for sev-
eral areas in Vidarbha

n One dead, 48 rescued
as heavy rains lash Ma-

ha-
rash-

tra; rescue operations
underway

n Kolkata, parts of south
Bengal experience rain,
Met predicts heavy
showers from May 28

n Southwest monsoon
enters Rayalaseema re-
gion in Andhra

INDIA LAUNCHES BHARAT
FORECAST SYSTEM

India on Monday launched the indigenously devel-
oped high-resolution Bharat Forecast System (BFS)
to boost tracking of monsoons and improve disaster

management. The Bharat Forecast System was
launched by India Meteorological Department (IMD)
under the Ministry of Earth Sciences (MoES). It has
the potential to forecast with a 6 km resolution -- the
highest in the world -- that will allow the meteorologi-
cal department to predict small-scale weather fea-
tures more accurately.
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Glamour, guns & espionage:
The ‘shadowy’ world of Jyoti

IANS
NEW DELHI

A court here on Monday ac-
cepted the Delhi Police’s can-
cellation report for closure of
a sexual harassment case
lodged by a minor wrestler
against former Wrestling Fed-
eration of India (WFI) chief
and BJP leader Brij Bhushan
Sharan Singh. “Cancellation
accepted,” said Additional
Sessions Judge (ASJ) Gomti
Manocha of Patiala House
Courts.

Earlier on May 17, ASJ Ma-
nocha had summoned the
wrestler, who had accused
Singh of sexual harassment
when she was a minor, and di-
rected her to appear before
the court on May 26. The po-
lice's cancellation report was
filed on June 15, 2023, which
was not opposed by the com-

plainant.
On August 1, 2023, the vic-

tim and her father expressed
their satisfaction with the po-
lice investigation, raising no
objection to the police's report
in the case.

They had recorded their
statement in an in-chamber
proceeding before ASJ Chaavi
Kapoor.

On July 4, 2023, the court
sought the complainant's re-
sponse to the police's cancel-
lation report.

Biswajeet Banerjee
BAREILLY

A new research study by
scientists at the Indian Vet-
erinary Research Institute
(IVRI) has raised serious
concerns about the unsus-
tainable extraction of
groundwater in India.

The study reveals that ap-
proximately 70% of ground-
water is being used in
agriculture, 22% in indus-
tries, and only 8% for do-
mestic purposes — of which
less than 2% is used directly
for drinking water.

In stark contrast, devel-
oped nations use 59% of
their water in industries,
30% in agriculture, and 11%
for domestic needs, the
study notes.

Dr Hariom Pandey, sen-
ior scientist in the Livestock
Production and Manage-
ment Division at IVRI, ex-
plains, “In countries like the
US and Germany, modern
irrigation techniques such
as drip and sprinkler sys-
tems significantly reduce
water usage in agriculture.
But in India, farmers con-
tinue to rely heavily on tra-
ditional, wasteful irrigation

practices.”
He adds, “It is crucial for

Indian farmers to under-
stand that while agriculture
and livestock production
are vital, conserving
groundwater is equally im-
portant. Without sustain-
able usage, we risk
exhausting our freshwater
reserves.”

The IVRI study cites in-
ternational research and
offers a global comparison
to highlight India’s skewed
water-use pattern. The
Earth holds 97% saline
water, while of the remain-
ing 3% freshwater, 2.5% is
locked in glaciers and polar
ice. That leaves a mere 0.5%
of water accessible for
human and animal con-
sumption.

“This sobering fact
underscores the urgency of
groundwater conservation,”
said Dr. Triveni Dutt, Direc-
tor of IVRI. “Global cam-
paigns are underway to
combat water scarcity. Our
research can serve as a valu-
able resource for policy-
makers. Scientists, farmers,
and stakeholders must unite
to find practical water-sav-
ing solutions.”

Groundwater crisis:
70% usage in agri,
just 2% for drinking

Delhi court accepts closure report
in POCSO case against Brij Bhushan

IANS
NEW DELHI

The case of Haryana-based
YouTuber Jyoti Malhotra has
taken an interesting turn, with
allegations of espionage for
Pakistan now casting a
shadow over her online fame.

Jyoti, who was once known
for her travel vlogs and
glamorous lifestyle, is now
under arrest, with Indian in-
vestigators probing her links
to Pakistani intelligence
agencies. The depth of her al-
leged betrayal is also being as-
certained by the sleuths of the
probe agency. The startling
revelation came after Scottish
YouTuber Callum Mill, known
for his travel channel Callum
Abroad, uploaded a video
showing his visit to Lahore's

iconic Anarkali Bazar in
March. A casually dressed
Callum can be seen in the
video exploring the vibrant
market alone. While roaming
around with his camera to
shoot, he unexpectedly en-

counters Jyoti Malhotra.
What drew attention more
was Malhotra being flanked
by six armed men, all wield-
ing AK-47s and donning
jackets emblazoned with the
phrase "No Fear."
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