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Ayodhya land price soar:
Locals irked as circle
rates rise up to 200%
Biswajeet Banerjee
AYODHYA

The Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment has implemented a
steep hike in Ayodhya’s circle
rates after eight years, trig-
gering a mixed response
from locals and real estate
stakeholders. The revised
rates, effective from Monday,
have seen land prices surge
between 30% and 200%, par-
ticularly within a 10-kilo-
metre radius of the Ram
Janmabhoomi Temple, now
the epicentre of development
and land speculation.

In prime areas like Ra-
kaabganj, Devkali, and
Awadh Vihar Yojana, the
circle rates have jumped
from Rs 6,650–Rs 6,975 per
square metre to Rs 26,600–Rs
27,900 per square metre, offi-
cials confirmed.

“This revision was long
overdue and reflects the on-
going infrastructure boom,”
said Shanti Bhushan Chau-
bey, sub-registrar of Sadar
(Faizabad). “The new rates
were finalised after address-
ing objections and approved
by District Magistrate Tika-
ram Funde.”

Chaubey said: “Circle rates
have been updated based on
location-specific demand.
Residential, commercial, and
agricultural plots have each
been assessed differently.
This rationalisation was long
overdue.”

While developers have
welcomed the move, locals

fear it will benefit those who
acquired land earlier at
lower prices and now stand
to profit.

“Big developers bought
large chunks of land when
rates were low. Now they
have the perfect excuse to
sell at exorbitant prices,” said
Ram Prakash Yadav, a resi-
dent of Devkali. “Common
people like us are getting
priced out of our own city.”

Residents say the rate hike
could also affect those plan-
ning to buy or transfer ances-
tral land. “I was thinking of
buying a small plot near the
bypass for my son’s house.
But with the new rates and
stamp duty, it is out of reach
now,” said Sunita Verma, a
school teacher from Faiza-
bad.

Real estate players argue 
that the revision brings more
transparency. “The hike nar-
rows the gap between mar-
ket and circle rates. It curbs
black money and ensures fair
valuations,” said Saurabh
Vikram Singh, a local devel-
oper.

“While a higher circle rate
results in increased stamp
duty for buyers, it also en-
hances the official valuation
of land, which is beneficial
for landowners in securing
loans and selling property at
realistic prices,” said Singh

Vivek Agrawal, another
builder, echoed this view, ad-
ding, “With realistic circle
rates, property loans and
legal documentation also be-
come smoother.”

8 men drowned in
Banas river in
Rajasthan
Manish Godha
JAIPUR

Eight men drowned in Ra-
jasthan's Banas river in the
Tonkdistrict on Tuesday,
police said. The deceased
had come from Jaipur for a
picnic.

Three others were res-
cued and their condition
is stable, Superintendent
of Police, Tonk, Vikas
Sangwan said.

The incident happened
after a group of 11 men
aged between 25 and 30
years had entered the river
for taking a bath when
they slipped into deep
water.

Rajasthan Chief Minister
Bhajanlal Sharma con-
doled the deaths, stating
that the news was ex-
tremely “sad and painful.”

Glorifying foreign
invaders act of
treason: Yogi
PTI
BAHRAICH (UP)

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath on Tuesday
opposed the glorification of
Syed Salar Masud Ghazi, re-
vered as a warrior-saint from
the 11th century, saying the
punishment given to the "for-
eign invader" after being cap-
tured "guaranteed him a place
in hell according to Islam".

"Freedom from the mental-
ity of slavery means a com-
plete ban on events held in the
name of Salar Masud," the
chief minister said while ad-
dressing a gathering at the in-
auguration of a statue of
Maharaja Suheldev and the
launch of 384 development
projects worth Rs 1,243 crore
in Bahraich.

Rajnath objects
to Pakistan’s
role in UNSC
PTI
NEW DELHI

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh on Tuesday said that the
United Nations Security
Council’s (UNSC) decision to
appoint Pakistan as the vice-
chair of its anti-terror panel
was like “asking the cat to pro-
tect the milk."

Pakistan will chair the Tali-
ban Sanctions Committee of
the United Nations Security
Council (UNSC) in 2025 and
serve as vice-chair of the 1373
Counter-Terrorism Commit-
tee of the 15-nation UN body.

“The most recent example
is that Pakistan has been
made the Vice-Chair of the
Counter-Terrorism Panel by
the UNSC. The surprising
thing is that this panel was
formed after the 9/11 attacks.
And we all know who carried
out the 9/11 attacks. It is also
not hidden from anyone that
Pakistan had sheltered the
mastermind of that attack.
This is like asking a cat to
guard the milk," said Rajnath
Singh while addressing the
media in Uttarakhand.

Robert Vadra skips
ED summons in
PMLA case
PTI
NEW DELHI

Robert Vadra, the busi-
nessman husband of Con-
gress MP Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra, on Tuesday
skipped an ED summons
for questioning in a
money laundering case
linked to UK-based al-
leged arms consultant
Sanjay Bhandari, official
sources said.

The federal probe
agency had questioned the
56-year-old businessman
for three consecutive days
in April in a separate
money laundering case
linked to alleged irregu-
larities in a 2008 land deal
in Haryana.

Bhandari (63) fled to
London in 2016, soon after
the Income Tax Depart-
ment raided him in Delhi.

MUDA SCAM PROBE | The seizure has pushed
total value of confiscated properties to₹400 cr

ED seizes 96 assets
worth over `100 cr
Vinay Madhava Gowda
BENGALURU

In continuation with the inves-
tigation into MUDA scam,
where Chief Minister Siddara-
maiah family is facing charges
of getting 14 stray sites allot-
ments, the Enforcement Di-
rectorate (ED) has seized
property worth over `100
crore.

The ED officials have said
that these 96 sites and proper-
ties have been seized under
Prevention of Money Laun-
dering Act (PMLA).

Earlier, the ED had seized
sites and property worth over
` 300 crore in the same case.
With the fresh seizure, the
worth of the total property
seized has gone up to ` 400
crore.

The names of Siddaramaiah

family and the then MUDA
Commissioner Dinesh had
cropped up in MUDA scam.
Following Karnataka High
Court order, the Mysuru Lo-
kayukta had filed an FIR and
investigated the case. Based on
the findings of Lokayukta, the
ED had registered a case and

the investigation is still in
progress.

Since the Lokayukta had
pointed out that there was ex-
change of money for illegal al-
lotment of sites and the MUDA
money had been used for
some other purpose, ED had
taken up investigation.

ED had seized MUDA docu-
ments pertaining to site allot-
ments and grilled many
officials and builders in My-
suru.

The ED had issued notices
to Siddaramaiah and his wife
Parvathy to be present for in-
quiry. However, they ap-
proached the court and
obtained stay order.

The Enforcement Director-
ate probe showed ‘large-scale
scam’ in allotment of MUDA
sites by flouting various stat-
utes and government orders.

DECODING SCAM

n MUDA illegally
allotted residential
sites by flouting rules
to ineligible individuals
linked to influential
people

n Karnataka CM
Siddaramaiah accused
of benefiting his wife,
who surrendered her
plot after furore

Patna: The Bihar Cabinet on
Tuesday made several signifi-
cant decisions, notably ap-
proving a policy to provide
accommodation for women
government servants, includ-
ing teachers, near the places

of posting. The move, a first of
its kind in the state, aims to
enhance the safety and secur-
ity of women employees, par-
ticularly those in remote rural
areas. Additional Chief Secre-
tary S Siddharth stated that

private buildings would be
leased to provide accom-
modations. Beneficiaries of
the scheme will not receive
HRA. The initiative will in-
itially roll out in district and
divisional headquarters.

Bihar Cabinet nod to quarters for women, 8,093 clerical posts

Fire, explosions
persist aboard
cargo ship
PTI
KOCHI

Fires and explosions continue
to rock the Singapore-flagged
container vessel off the Kerala
coast, with flames reported
from the mid-ship area and
container bay just ahead of the
accommodation block, Indian
Coast Guard officials said on
Tuesday.

The forward bay fire has
been brought under control,
but thick smoke continues to
rise from the vessel, MV Wan
Hai 503. The ship is listing ap-
proximately 10 to 15 degrees to
port, and more containers
have reportedly fallen over-
board, they said.

Indian Coast Guard ships
Samudra Prahari and Sachet
are carrying out firefighting
and boundary cooling oper-
ations at sea to prevent the
flames from spreading further.

Visuals shared by the Coast
Guard showed thick smoke
emanating from the vessel as
its ships carried out firefight-
ing operations.

Meanwhile, Coast Guard
vessel Samarth, carrying a
team of salvors, is being de-
ployed from Kochi to support
ongoing efforts. Earlier, a De-
fence PRO said the Indian
Navy ship INS Surat dis-
embarked the 18-member
crew of the container vessel,
which caught fire on Monday,
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