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Modi govt suffering from
‘Parliamentophobia’: O'Brien

Ex-MLA Malakar joins TMC
PTI
KOLKATA

Former Congress MLA Shankar Malakar joined the Trina-
mool Congress (TMC) on Wednesday, dealing a blow to the
grand old party in the northern part of West Bengal ahead of
the 2026 Assembly elections. Malakar, an influential figure
among the Scheduled Caste community in north Bengal, for-
mally joined the ruling party in the presence of senior TMC
leaders Subrata Bakshi and Aroop Biswas.

OP SINDOOR | As Congress asks if PM bowed before Trump’s threats on
ceasefire, BJP alleges that use of word “surrender” paints India in poor light

‘Narender-surrender’ remark

insult to Armed Forces: BJP
Gaurav Vivek
Bhatnagar
NEW DELHI

Congress leader Rahul Gan-
dhi’s comments on Prime
Minister Narendra Modi de-
scribing him as “surrender”
Modi on Wednesday led to
further trading of charges on
the issue between the Con-
gress and the BJP.

Speaking during a Con-
gress workers convention in
Bhopal on June 3, Gandhi
had charged that Modi sur-
rendered to the demands of
US President Donald Trump
to call truce with Pakistan
during Operation Sindoor.

“A call came from Trump
and Narendra ji immediately
surrendered - history is wit-
ness to this, this is the char-
acter of BJP-RSS, they always
bow down. India broke Pak-
istan in 1971 despite the
threat of America. The lions
and lionesses of Congress
fight against superpowers
and never bow down,” Gan-

dhi had said. He also posted
in his “X” about how Modi
was actually “Surender Modi”
– either he got the spelling
wrong or just played it safe.

On Wednesday, Congress’s
media and publicity in-
charge Pawan Khera fol-
lowed up on the attack and

claimed that “the truth of
this person is - Naam Na-
render, kaam surrender
(name is Narender, work is
surrender).”

The BJP held a press con-
ference in its headquarters
where national spokesper-
son Sudhanshu Trivedi

charged that Gandhi and
Congress’s statements were
an insult to the Indian
Armed Forces and their val-
our since they portray that
they surrendered when ac-
tually what happened was
just the opposite. Trivedi
asked the Congress to state

if “Rahul Gandhi has in-
sulted the Army by using the
word surrender or not?” He
said such a word had not
been used even by Pakistan's
Army, terrorist organisa-
tions, or UN-designated ter-
rorists Masood Azhar or
Hafiz Saeed.

The BJP has gone on the offensive against Congress leader Rahul Gandhi over his
"surrender" jibe at Prime Minister Narendra Modi. BJP MP Nishikant Dubey revived
a decades-old letter written by former Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru to mount a

counter attack on Rahul Gandhi and the Congress party. Targeting Rahul Gandhi, Dubey
posted on social media: "Do you know what surrender looks like, Rahul Baba? This is sur-
render. This is a letter from January 1963, written by your revered grandfather -- Jawa-

harlal Nehru -- after India's defeat in the 1962 war with China." Dubey shared excerpts from a letter Nehru wrote to
the Chinese Premier, which he claimed illustrated a submissive tone.

BJP MP DIGS
OUT NEHRU'S
1963 LETTER

Nehru's surrender in front of Indira
Gandhi, Indira's surrender in front
of the public regarding the Emerg-

ency. Rajiv Gandhi's surrender in front of
Bofors, Manmohan Singh's surrender in front of
Sonia Gandhi. The entire UPA government surren-
dered when Rahul Gandhi tore the ordinance.
Those whose entire history is of surrender should-
n't point fingers at others.

Jitan Ram Manjhi, Union MSME Minister and HAM(S) leader 

GOVT RUNNING AWAY FROM
SPECIAL SESSION: CONG
Gaurav Vivek Bhatnagar
NEW DELHI

With the announcement of
an early Monsoon Session
of Parliament, the Con-
gress charged that the
dates have been an-
nounced 47 days before
the commencement of the
session as the Centre
wants to avoid convening a
special session which the

Opposition had been de-
manding to discussion the
Pahalgam terror attack,
Operation Sindoor and the
circumstances in which
the ceasefire took place.

Congress general secre-
tary Jairam Ramesh said,
“Normally the dates for a
Parliament session are an-
nounced a few days in ad-
vance. Never have the dates
been declared 47 days be-

fore a session is due. This
has been done solely to run
away from the demand
being made repeatedly by
the Indian National Con-
gress and the INDIA
parties for an immediate
special session to discuss
the brutal Pahalgam at-
tacks and the failure to
bring the terrorists who
did the killings themselves
to justice.”

PTI 
NEW DELHI 

The Supreme Court on Wed-
nesday dismissed a plea by 
the Delhi Waqf Board 
which claimed that a 
property in Shahdara 
area in the capital was 
a "waqf property" 
and said a Gurud-
wara was function-
ing there since 
long. 

"There is a Gu-
rudwara, let it be.

Even if there is any claim,
you should relinquish that
claim saying a Gurudwara is
already there," a bench of

Justices Sanjay Karol
and Satish Chan-

dra Sharma told
the counsel ap-
pearing for the

Delhi Waqf
Board.

The apex 
court was 
hearing the 

board's plea 
challenging a 

September 2010 order of the 
Delhi High Court, which dis-
missed its suit for possession 
of the property. 

The suit alleged that the 
property in question was a 
waqf property, being used as
a waqf since time immem-
orial. 

The apex court, however, 
said, "There is a Gurudwara 
functioning out there." The 
waqf board counsel referred 
to the findings of the trial 
judge in the matter and said a 
mosque existed there. 

SC junks Delhi Waqf Board's
plea claiming rights on property

PTI
NEW DELHI

Trinamool Congress MP
Derek O'Brien on Wednes-
day accused the govern-
ment of "running away"
from holding a special
session of Parliament on
Operation Sindoor that op-
position parties have been
demanding.

His remarks came as the
government announced
that the Monsoon Session
of Parliament would be
held from July 21 to Au-
gust 12.

"All important matters"
can be discussed in the
session, Union minister
Kiren Rijiju said, adding
that every session was a
"special session".

Speaking to reporters
later, he said the govern-
ment's announcement
came a day after opposi-
tion parties wrote a joint
letter demanding a special
session of Parliament.

"TMC has studied the
past announcements, and
usually, the session is an-
nounced around 20 days
ahead of the date of com-
mencement. This time,
they announced it 45 days
ahead. So scared!" O'Brien
said, referring to the Mon-
soon Session announce-
ment.

"If they can announce
the Monsoon Session, why
not a special session in
June," he questioned.

Parliamentophobia
(noun) - My word for
the acute condition
of a (Modi) govern-
ment who have a
morbid fear of
facing Parliament.
Running away from
a special session
Derek O'Brien 
Trinamool Congress MP 
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