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J&K tourism on ventilator
support after terror attack

HIT HARD| Omar Abdullah, the dapper 55 year old chief minister, is
deeply worried about the alarming situation

Aritra Singha
KOLKATA

A row erupted after Trina-
mool heavyweight Anubrata
Mondal’s call to cops using un-
parliamentary words went
viral. In the audio clip that
went viral, Mondal was also
heard threatening Liton Hal-
dar, IC of Bolpur police sta-
tion. Superintendent of Police
of Birbhum district, Aman-
deep confirmed that a case
has been filed against the

f o r m e r
T M C
Birbhum
d i s t r i c t
p r e s i -
dent.

T h e
a u d i o
clip was

first shared by BJP's state
president in West Bengal and
the Union Minister of State,
Sukanta Majumdar, on the
wall of his X handle, which
was reposted by BJP's In-

formation Technology cell
chief and the party's central
observer for West Bengal,
Amit Malviya.

While reposting the audio
clip, Malviya claimed that the
incident shows the real face of
the ruling party in West Ben-
gal, where a police officer is
treated. Malviya also claimed
that the development proves
what would be the plight of
common people and also the
extent of insecurity that
women in the state face.

Case against TMC neta for threat to cop

S Balakrishnan
SRINAGAR

The tourism industry of
Jammu & Kashmir, which suf-
fered a body blow following
the gunning down of 26 tour-
ists on April 22 in Baisaran in
Pahalgam tehsil of Anantnag
district, is on ventilator. Hotel-
iers, restaurateurs, shikara op-
erators, taximen et al have
been brought down on their
knees by the four terrorists of
the Pakistan-backed The Re-
sistance Front.

Said Mukhtar Bhat, a tourist
taxi driver: “These four per-
sons have damaged the tour-
ism industry like never before.
We have been virtually jobless
since April 22.” Faisal, staffer
at a prominent hotel, said
“Our occupancy has never
been so low as it is now. Our
rooms are empty.” “If the situ-

ation continues like this for a
few more weeks, then the
hotel industry will have to
shut shutters rendering thou-
sands of people jobless.”

Omar Abdullah, the dapper
55 year old chief minister, is
deeply worried about the
alarming situation. Sources
close to him noted that the ter-
ror attack was deliberately
executed at the start of the
tourist season. ``The main in-
tention of the terrorists'
mastermind was to disrupt
the tourist season. For now
that goal appears to have been
achieved."

Tourism which constitutes
30 percent of the GDP of
Jammu & Kashmir has taken
a severe beating. The biggest
challenge for the Omar Abdul-
lah government is how to at-
tract tourists from
Maharashtra and Gujarat

which send the maximum
number of visitors to Kashmir.

According to a local news
report this year's tourist sea-
son was ``looking historic." It
said ``Kashmir had broken
tourism records in 2024 with
2.36 cr visitors. It was more
than seven times the number
from just four years ago." Now
everything has been ground to
dust.

The CM and his team have
now reached out to tour oper-
ators in Mumbai, Pune,
Ahmedabad and other cities
from where the maximum
number of tourists visit Kash-
mir. Abdullah recently had an
extensive interaction with
tour operators from these
cities. He is closely interacting
with Abhijit Patil of Raja Rana
Tours, Mumbai, a pioneer in
Kashmir tourism, to work out
a strategy to save the tourist

industry.
Among other things, the J

& K tourism ministry in tan-
dem with Patil is thinking of
using Bollywood personalities
to be brand ambassadors. The
help of the Modi government
too has been sought in this re-
gard. ``The best reply to the
terrorists is to bring back the
tourists. And this is exactly
what we are trying to do,"
Ghulam Wani, a local resident
observed.

However, the biggest factor
which is deterring domestic
tourists from flocking to Kash-

mir is the fact that the four ter-
rorists who shot dead 26 tour-
ists in cold blood are still to be
arrested more than a month
after the gruesome attack.
Tour operators FPJ spoke to
said fear is holding back thou-
sands of tourists from heading
towards Kashmir.

“As long as the Pahalgam at-
tackers are not arrested tour-
ists in other states will be
justified in having doubts
about their safety in Kashmir,"
an operator from Mumbai,
who preferred to be anony-
mous, stated.

Chirag may contest assembly polls
Dheeraj Kumar
PATNA

Union Minister and LJP (RV)
chief Chirag Paswan on Fri-
day created a flutter in politi-
cal circles when he gave hints 
about his intention to contest
the coming assembly election.

Talking to newspersons at
Mahua in Vaishali district,
Chirag said, “If my party is
ready, I am ready to contest 
assembly election. It is
broaching on the issue, and
also conducting a survey in
different assembly consti-
tuencies. Both my party and
NDA will be benefited if I con-
test the election,” he re-
marked,

“It is not an alibi or pre-

tense, my party is giving seri-
ous thought to the matter. It is
not only a matter of personal
ambition, but a part of the
broader strategy of LJP (RV)
and NDA. My party will be
able to win more seats if he
contests the assembly elec-
tion, helping NDA too," he
added.

"My party wants to im-

prove its strike rate in the as-
sembly election and there are
several instances when it has
been seen that any senior
leader of the party contesting 
elections leaves an impact on
the entire organisation,” he
commented. Chirag has al-
ready made it clear that he is
not aspiring to become chief
minister of the state as there
is no vacancy for the post.

In the last assembly elec-
tion, Chirag had contested the
assembly election separately
and not as a constituent and
had also fielded his party can-
didates against JD (U) candi-
dates, relegating chief
minister Nitish Kumar`s
party to the third position in
the seat tally.

Nitish govt constitutes various
commissions ahead of Bihar polls
Dheeraj Kumar
PATNA

Bihar chief minister Nitish
Kumar has embarked on re-
viving various state-owned
commissions by making
fresh appointments to them
with the main objective to
woo various social groups
before assembly elections.

The other objectives in-

clude Nitish`s efforts to ‘sat-
isfy’ disgruntled leaders and
also preempting any chance
of some leaders` demand for
tickets in polls, creating
troubles for the NDA in the
polls.

The Bihar government has
issued an important notifica-
tion from the general ad-
ministration department
and reorganised two impor-

tant commissions related to
the welfare of upper castes
and scheduled tribes. BJP
and JD (U) leaders have been
given important responsibil-
ities.

Bihar general administra-
tion department, reorgan-
ising two important
commissions related to the
welfare of upper castes and
scheduled tribes.

Rain triggers landslides
in K’taka, claims 5 lives
PTI
MANGALURU (KARNATAKA)

Heavy rains and landslides in
Karnataka's Dakshina Kan-
nada district have resulted in
five fatalities.

A landslide on Thursday
night at Montepadavu Kodi
killed three members of the
Poojary family - 3-year-old
Aryan, 2-year-old Aarush, and
their grandmother, Prema
Poojary.

The children’s mother, Ash-
wini, was critically injured
while attempting to shield
them. In Mangaluru, a collaps-
ing compound wall tragically
killed 6-year-old Fatima
Naeem. Additionally, a 27-
year-old lineman, Vijesh Jain,
died from electrocution dur-
ing high tension line repair
work in Belthangady. Auth-
orities have issued warnings
for vulnerable areas. CM Sid-
daramaiah said, it is for first
time in last 125 years the state
has received highest rainfall in
the month of May. He directed
immediate action and repor-
ting from district officials.

Life thrown out of
gear in Kerala

Thiruvananthapuram/
Thrissur: Kerala faces severe
disruption from heavy mon-
soon rains, leading the IMD to
issue a red alert for eight dis-
tricts, including Pathanam-
thitta and Ernakulam, with six
others under an orange alert.
Revenue Minister K. Rajan
urged caution, advising
against non-essential travel
and promoting relocation to
the 66 operational relief
camps (housing 1,894 people)

and 4,000 prepared additional
camps. IMD predicts above-
average rainfall until June 5.
Damages include 200 homes
and significant KSEB losses.
Warning issued for fishermen
to stay ashore. The rains have
caused widespread uprooted
trees, power outages, and
waterlogging. A tragic fatality
occurred in Ernakulam due to
a falling tree, and rising river
levels prompted Malankara
Dam shutter openings. Resi-
dents in landslide-prone areas
are being evacuated. State has
allocated Rs 1 crore to each
Collector for flood mitigation
and monsoon preparedness.

Downpour drowns
Northeastern
states
Incessant rains across
India's North-East have se-
verely disrupted daily life
and caused fatalities. In Mi-
zoram's Aizawl, a wall col-
lapse killed one and injured
another, prompting school
closures due to landslides.
The IMD forecasts heavy to
extremely heavy rainfall for
the region until June 1.
Assam's Guwahati is experi-
encing severe waterlogging
and traffic congestion, with
flash floods affecting sev-
eral areas. Nagaland antici-
pates heavy rainfall and
warns of flash floods.
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