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DENIED AMBULANCE

DRIVE TO EVICT 693
FAMILIES IN ASSAM

ENCROACHED LAND| Most families belong to the migrant
Bengali-speaking Muslim community

PTI
GOALPARA (ASSAM)

The Assam government on
Monday launched eviction
drives to evict 693 families,
mostly belonging to the mi-
grant Bengali-speaking Mus-
lim community, who allegedly
encroached on vast tracts of
land in the two districts of
Goalpara and Bongaigaon, of-
ficials said.

According to officials, 667
families were evicted from
Hasilabeel village in Goal-
para district, while another
29 families were removed
from Bhandara in Bongai-
gaon district. The drive in
Goalpara began at 7 am
under tight security.

Deputy Commissioner
Khanindra Chaudhary said,
"There was no resistance from
the encroachers, and no unto-
ward incident was reported

during the day." The drive was
stopped around 3 pm because
of rain. It's likely to resume at
8 am on Tuesday, an official
said. 'Almost 60 per cent of the
encroached area has been
cleared with concrete houses
demolished,' he added.

"We served final notices on
Friday, asking them to vacate
their homes by Monday
morning. Placards and posters

were also put up at multiple
locations as reminders," he
said.

Chaudhary, along with Sen-
ior Superintendent of Police
Navneet Mahanta, camped in
the village since morning,
while IGP (Law and Order)
Akhilesh Kumar Singh arrived
later to review the situation.

Many residents left the vil-
lage with their belongings, but

those who remained re-
quested that the district ad-
ministration rehabilitate them.

'I was born here, and so was
my father. My grandfather
settled here when the Jogig-
hopa bridge was being con-
structed. We are cooperating
with the authorities but re-
quest them to provide us with
an alternative place to stay', a
local resident said.

Man travels 90
km on bus with
newborn’s body
in carry bag
PTI
MUMBAI

Sakharam Kavar's voice
trembled with deep anguish
and helplessness as he recalled
the 90-km agonising journey
no parent should endure.

Denied ambulance by Nas-
hik Civil Hospital, the tribal
man travelled on a state trans-
port bus, carrying the body of
his stillborn daughter home in
a carry bag.

"I lost my child due to the
negligence and apathy of the
health system," muttered Sa-
kharam who couldn't get an
ambulance to shift his wife,
who went into labor, to Kho-
dala PHC on June 11.

The 28-year-old daily wage
labourer from the Katkari
tribal community lives in a
hut in Jogalwadi hamlet in
Palghar district, around 200
km from Mumbai.

Until recently, he and his
wife Avita, 26, worked at a brick
kiln in Badlapur in Thane dis-
trict with their two children.
With their third child due soon,
they returned to their village
three weeks ago in hopes of a
safe delivery.

But on June 11, when Avita
went into labor, their ordeal
began. "We called for an ambu-
lance since morning, but no
one came," Sakharam said.

Seers from Patanjali prepare
for International Yoga Day
FP News Service
KURUKSHETRA

Preparing for the 11th Inter-
national Yoga Day, Women
Wing of Yoga Committee of
Patanjali here organised a
meeting which was chaired by
National in-charge of the Com-
mittee, Sadhvi Devpriya.

Devpriya stressed for invol-
ving more and more people
for June 21, International Yoga
Day celebrations at Brahma Sa-
rowar in Kurukshetra.

The Central in-charge of the
Committee Rakesh Kumar and
Swami Parmarthdev along
with Yoga president, Dr. Jay-
deep Arya were also present in
the meeting.

It was resolved in the meet-
ing that on June 21 about 100
seers from Patanjali will attend
Brahma Sarowar function and
will move to different places to
motivate the people for Yoga,
Ayurveda, nationalism and to
lead a healthy life.

It was also decided that dif-
ferent units will be formed to
spread the message of Yoga.

Radhey Sham Gupta, Rajesh
Bhati, Surajbhan, Tehsil In-
charge, Ajay Poply, Vinay Mal-
hotra, Seema Malhotra, Om
prakash Malhotra, Ashok Sen,
Tilak Raj Kakkad, Swami Vi-
shavdev, Jaipal Shastri and
others visited house to house
in different areas of Kuruk-
shetra and motivated the
people to participate in Inter-
national Yoga Day to adopt
Yoga in life for leading a
healthy life.

District Patanjali Kisan Seva
Samiti President Radhe Shyam
Gupta, under the leadership of

State Incharge Rajesh Bhati,
conducted door-to-door cam-
paigning along with Yoga Aro-
gya Sabha in Mohanpur Bakri
and Isaac villages of Pihowa.

Meanwhile, In block Ladwa,
the workers of the Women
Wing of Patanjali Yoga Com-
mittee held a review meeting
in Ram Kundi Dharmashala.

Prominent among those
present on the occasion were
Sadhvi Devvani, Sadhvi Dev-
garima, Haryana Incharge of
Women Patanjali Yoga Com-

mittee, Amar Ravish and
others.

It is not only Yoga
but a revolution
for good health,
morals & devotion
n Sadhvi Devpriya
National in-charge of Women 
Wing of Patanjali Yoga  
Committee of Patanjali

Rapido suspends
bike taxis in
K’taka after HC
ban; launches
‘Bike Parcel’
FP Online
BENGALURU

Rapido has paused its bike
taxi services in Karnataka
following a High Court
order upholding the state’s
decision to ban such oper-
ations.

In response, the aggre-
gator launched a new ‘bike
parcel’ feature, which ap-
peared on the app just as
the ban took effect, raising
eyebrows and drawing
mixed reactions online.

On June 13, the Karna-
taka High Court declined to
stay the state government’s
earlier policy decision
against allowing bike taxi
operations.

Responding to the legal
setback, Rapido rolled out a
new ‘bike parcel’ service on
its app. Users in Karnataka
were greeted with a mess-
age that read, “Starting
June 16, 2025, our bike taxi
services in Karnataka will
be paused in compliance
with recent High Court
orders.” The company also
added, “While we deeply
believe in the value bike
taxis bring to daily com-
muters, we respect the law
and will fully abide by the
directive.”

Saudia’s Hajj flight causes alarm
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HIGHLIGHTS
n The drive was carried out in over 45 per
cent of 1,555 bighas in Hasilabeel under Bali-
jana revenue circle, Deputy Commissioner
Khanindra Chaudhary said. The remaining
land comprises a water body.

n There are five lower primary schools in the
village, which will also be demolished.

n Around 20 bulldozers and excavators were
pressed into service for the purpose, he said.

n Chaudhary said the residents were served
eviction notices in 2023 and 2024.

BiswajeetBanerjee
LUCKNOW

A Saudia Airlines flight
carrying 242 Hajj pilgrims
from Jeddah to Lucknow
triggered a brief emergency
at the Chaudhary Charan
Singh International Airport
on Sunday morning after

smoke was spotted coming
from the aircraft’s left wheel
during landing.

Airport sources confirmed
that the smoke was noticed
shortly after the flight touched
down, raising immediate
alarm. However, thanks to a
swift response by the Aircraft
Rescue and Fire Fighting

(ARFF) team, the situation was
brought under control quickly,
and no damage was caused to
the aircraft.

“All 242 passengers, return-
ing from their Hajj pilgrimage,
were safely deboarded. No in-
juries were reported, and
there was no harm to the air-
craft,” said an airport official.

‘Itni goliyaan
maaroongi ki...’
Biswajeet Banerjee
HARDOI

A chilling video from Uttar
Pradesh’s Hardoi district has
gone viral, showing a
woman brandishing a re-
volver and threatening to
shoot a CNG station sales-
man during a heated alter-
cation. The woman,
identified as Ariba Khan,
was caught on CCTV point-
ing the weapon at the em-
ployee's chest and shouting,
"Itni goliyaan maaroongi ki
ghar wale pehchaan nahi
payenge" ("I will shoot so
many bullets that your
family would not be able to
recognise you").
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