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The Ahmedabad crash invol-
ving a Boeing 787-8 Dream-
liner has again raised serious
questions about the marquee
aircraft. It is known for being
modern and fuel-efficient, but
has faced many problems in
recent years, including safety
issues, poor manufacturing
quality and faulty parts.

The Boeing 787-8 is the first
variant of the 787 Dreamliner
family. It was officially
launched in 2004, with its
maiden flight on December 15,
2009, and entered commercial
service in October 2011 with
All Nippon Airways.

The 787-8 aircraft involved
in Thursday’s accident was de-
livered in 2014 and is the smal-
lest of the three variants.

The twin-engined 787 com-
es with a choice of two types of
engine, supplied by GE Aero-
space or Britain’s Rolls-Royce.

The engines on the crashed
plane were supplied by GE,
which said it would support
the investigation.

Boeing has sold over 2,500
787s, including 47 to Air India.

The Dreamliner’s devel-
opment has been marred by
setbacks since its inception.

In 2013, the FAA grounded
the entire global 787 fleet after
lithium-ion battery fires were
reported in multiple jets.

From 2019 onward, the 787
programme faced serious
quality control issues includ-
ing gaps in fuselage joins, im-
proper shimming, and foreign
object debris left inside air-
craft. Between January 2021
and August 2022, Boeing
paused nearly all Dreamliner
deliveries amid FAA oversight
and internal audits.

Meanwhile, PM Narendra
Modi will reach Ahmeda-
bad on Friday, inspect the
crash site and visit the Civil
Hospital, reports said.

IN MARCH 2024
At least 50 people were hurt when a 787 operated by
LATAM Airlines dropped abruptly mid-flight from
Sydney to Auckland, caused by faulty forward
movement in the pilot seat.

BUMPY RIDEBUMPY RIDE
IN JULY 2013
An empty Ethiopian
Airlines 787 caught fire
at Heathrow airport in
London. A short-cir-
cuit in an Emergency
Locator Transmitter
caused the blaze.

IN 2013
Regulators temporarily
grounded the global 787
fleet following the over-
heating of lithium batteries
on two Japanese planes in
Tokyo and Boston, result-
ing in design changes.

Dreamliner’s turbulent trajectory

Our prayers and
deepest possible
sympathy are with
the families and
friends of all those
affected.

-King Charles, UK

My thoughts are
with the passen-
gers and their
families at this
distressing time.

—Keir Starmer,
British PM

Transportation of-
ficials are in touch

with counterparts,
I am receiving up-

dates.
—Mark Carney, Ca-

nada PM

Heartbroken to
hear the news. My
prayers are with
all who lost their
loved ones.

—Marco Rubio,
US Secy of State

2 MEMBERS FROM THE NE
Kongbrailatpam Nganthoi Sharma from Manipur and Singson Lamnunthem who are be-

lieved to be from Mizoram were reportedly onboard the AI-171 flight.
Reports said Singson is a native of Kangpokpi, she was on sick leave and did not board

the flight. The aircraft was under the command of Captain Sumeet Sabharwal, a Line Train-
ing Captain with over 8,200 hours of flying experience, assisted by First Officer Clive Kunder,
who had logged 1,100 flying hours. —Digjyoti Lahkar

Boeing
shares
slide 5%
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Boeing's shares fell 5% on 
Thursday after the Air India 
787-8 Dreamliner crash, pos-
ing a major setback for the 
planemaker as its new CEO 
looks to rebuild trust follow-
ing a series of safety and pro-
duction challenges. Shares of 
Spirit AeroSystems, a key 
supplier, and GE Aerospace, 
which makes engines for the 
jet, also fell about 3% each. 

GE Aerospace said in a 
post on X that it had activated
its emergency response team 
and would support the inves-
tigation, but did not specify if 
the Air India aircraft was 
equipped with its engines. 

The engine maker did not 
immediately respond to a re-
quest for comment. 

THE CREW
The aircraft was under the command of Captain Su-
meet Sabharwal with First Officer Clive Kunder. Two
senior cabin crew members have been identified as
Shradha Dhavan and Aparna Mahadik. The other cabin
crew members were Saineeta Chakravarti, Nganthoi
Kongbrailatpam Sharma, Deepak Pathak, Maithili Patil,
Irfan Shaikh, Lamnunthem Singson, Roshni Songhare
Rajendra, and Manisha Thapa.

WHAT IS MAYDAY CALL?
ORIGIN OF THE ‘MAYDAY’ DISTRESS SIGNAL
The word 'Mayday' was coined in the early 1920s by
Frederick Stanley Mockford, a radio officer at Croydon
Airport in London. He chose it as a phonetic equivalent
of the French phrase m’aider (“help me”), making it
easily understood in cross-channel traffic. It became
part of international radio communication for pilots and
mariners by 1923, and was formally adopted in 1927
alongside the Morse “SOS”.

HOW IT WORKS
When a pilot says “Mayday, Mayday, Mayday”, they’re
declaring a life-threatening emergency requiring im-
mediate help. All non-essential radio traffic must stand
down, and air traffic control (ATC) prioritises that call.
Pilots then provide key details -- call sign, location, na-
ture of emergency, number of people aboard, and re-
quests -- so rescue teams can act fast.

1ST USE, MODERN APPLICATION
First flight use (1923): Croydon-Le Bourget flights
began using “Mayday.”
Aviation standard (1927): The International Radiotele-
graph Convention formalised it.
Today, emergency frequencies (121.5MHz and
243MHz) are constantly monitored by ATC for any May-
day signal.

WHY IT MATTERS NOW
n In the case of Air India AI171, the Mayday call con-
firmed the crew faced a sudden, critical event shortly
after take-off, even while ATC still maintained contact.
n Once issued, this signal instantly triggers emergency
protocols, dispatching fire, medical, and security ser-
vices to the scene.

CRASH COURSE

Both pilots from Mumbai
Manoj Ramakrishnan
MUMBAI

Capt Sumeet Sabhar-
wal, who piloted the ill
fated Flight AI 171 had
8,200 hours of flying ex-
perience. He was as-
sisted by First Officer
Clive Kundar, who had
1,100 hours of flying ex-
perience. Both were from
Mumbai.

Sabharwal was a resident of
Jalvayu Vihar in Powar, was
known to be a very amiable per-
son who stayed with his aged
father.Accordingtoa neighbour
Pamela Cheema, his mother
passed away some time ago.
``When ever I had the
occasion to meet him he came
outasaverypleasantperson.But

our interactions were very few
sincehewasconstantlyflying.All

of us in our building will
sorely miss him." Prasun
Kumar, editor of
``Planet Powai" Capt
Sabharwal had a sister
living in Delhi and a
nephew who is also a
pilot. The sister is ex-
pectedtoarrive inMum-

bai late at night. Clive Kunder,
the copilot was also a resident
of Mumbai. While there were
social media messages that
Clive was a member of the Our
Lady of Egypt church, Kalina,
Santa Cruz, this could not be
confirmed. There were also un-
confirmed messages that while
Clive had recently shifted to
Goregaon, his father, Clifford
Kunder, stays at Kalina village.

Why are takeoffs so risk-prone?
The takeoff sequence

pushes both pilots and
aircraft systems to their li-
mits. The aircraft acceler-
ates rapidly from a
standstill, with engines run-
ning at full thrust. Every
component, from the run-
way surface to the airspeed
sensors, must function flaw-
lessly. In those few seconds,
the margin for error is
razor-thin.

Any issue, no matter how
minor, can spiral into

catastrophe. The pilot must
monitor engine perform-
ance, airspeed, and external
conditions – all while pre-
paring for any last-minute
emergency.

WHAT HAPPENS IN THOSE
CRITICAL SECONDS?
n The aircraft begins its run on the runway, rapidly

gaining speed.

n If any issue is detected before reaching a set
speed called V1 (decision speed), takeoff can be
safely aborted.

n Once V1 is crossed, aborting takeoff is considered
more dangerous than continuing.

n If a system failure, bird strike, or engine issue oc-
curs after V1, the pilot must instantly decide
whether to lift off or attempt a risky stop.

n A delayed or incorrect decision at this stage can
be catastrophic.
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