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intricatemanoeuvres,prompt-
ing the mission control to skip
two halts at “waypoint-1” and
“waypoint-2”,whichadvanced
the docking by nearly 30 min-
utes.

Just20metresfromthespace
station,thespacecraftmadeits
final approach, using a suite of
laser-based sensors and cam-
eras, aligned precisely with the
docking port on the Harmony
module of the orbital labora-
tory.

After the soft capture of the
spacecraft, the hard-mating
was completed when the two
orbiting bodies were connect-
ed with 12 sets of hooks with
each other and communica-
tion and power links were
established.

The space station crew per-
formed the mandatory leak
checksandhatch-openingpro-
cedurestoensurethatthepres-
sure inside the Dragon space-
craft was the same as on the
ISS--matchingthepressurelev-
els at the sea level on Earth.

Whitson,aveteranastronaut,

floated into the space
station at 5:53 pm IST,
followed by Shukla, Slawosz
and Kapu.

Shukla, a test pilot with the
Indian Air Force, is the second
Indian to go to space and the
first since Rakesh Sharma’s
eight-day sojourn in 1984.

Polish engineer Slawosz, a
mission specialist and a
European Space Agency proj-
ect astronaut, will be the sec-
ond person from his country
to travel to space and the first
since 1978.

Kapu,amechanicalengineer
and the mission specialist, will
bethesecondHungarianastro-
naut to rocket into space.
Hungary’s last space mission
was 45 years ago.

The space station has seven
astronauts--NicoleAyers,Anne
McClain and Jonny Kim from
the NASA, Takuya Onishi from
the JAXA (Japan Aerospace
Exploration Agency) and
Roscosmos cosmonauts Kirill
Peskov, Sergey Ryzhikov and
Alexey Zubritsky.

Shubhanshu Shukla, 3 other...

“Peace and prosperity can-
notco-existwithterrorismand
proliferation of Weapons of
Mass Destruction in the hands
of non-state actors and terror
groups,” Singh said.

“Dealing with these chal-
lengesrequiresdecisiveaction.
It is imperative that those who
sponsor,nurtureandutiliseter-
rorism for their narrow and
selfishendsmustbearthecon-
sequences,” he said.

Singh also said that the pat-
tern of the Pahalgam terror
attack matched with Lashkar-
e-Taiba’spreviousterrorattacks
in India.

The Defence Minister said
India launched Operation
Sindoor in response to the
heinous terror attack in
Pahalgam, exercising its right
todefendagainstterrorismand
pre-empt as well as deter fur-
ther cross-border attacks.

“DuringthePahalgamterror
attack, victims were shot after
they were profiled on religious
identity. The Resistance Front,
a proxy of UN-designated ter-
ror group Lashkar-e-Taiba
(LeT)claimedresponsibilityfor
the attack,” he said.

“ThepatternofthePahalgam
attack matches with LeT’s pre-
vious terror attacks in India.
India’s zero tolerance for ter-
rorism was demonstrated
through its actions,” he said.

“It includes our right to
defend ourselves against ter-
rorism. We have shown that
epicentres of terrorism are no
longersafeandwewillnothes-
itate to target them,” he said.

Singh said SCO members
must condemn terrorism
unequivocallyashereaffirmed
India’sresolvetofightthemen-
ace in all its forms.

The defence minister also
called for proactive steps to
prevent the spread of radical-
isation among the youth.

“The joint statement of the
Council of SCO Heads of State
on ‘Countering Radicalisation
leading to Terrorism,
Separatism and Extremism’
issued during India’s chair-
manshipsymbolisesourshared
commitment,” he stated.

These threats, he said, do
not respect national bound-
aries and demand a unified
response rooted in trans-
parency, mutual trust, and col-
laboration.

The Defence Minister also
noted that India has been con-
sistent and steadfast in its pol-
icy in support of peace, secu-

rityandstabilityinAfghanistan.
Highlighting the SCO’s cru-

cial role in the current uncer-
taingeopoliticalscenario,Singh
said that the member coun-
tries contribute around 30 per
cent of the global GDP, and
about 40 per cent of the world’s
population resides in them.

He described the creation of
a safe, secure and stable region
as a collective stake, which can
contribute towards the
progress and improvement of
people’s lives.

TheDefenceMinistervoiced
India’scommitmenttoincreas-
ingitsconnectivitywithCentral
Asia. “Better connectivity not
only enhances mutual trade
but also fosters mutual trust.”

“However, in these efforts, it
is essential to uphold the basic
principles of the SCO charter,
particularlyrespectingthesov-
ereigntyandterritorial integri-
ty of member states.”
RAJNATH SINGH HOLDS
TALKSWITHRUSSIANCOUN-
TERPART IN QINGDAO:
DEFENCE Minister Rajnath
Singh on Thursday held talks
with his Russian counterpart
Andrey Belousov, focusing on
the evolving regional security
scenario and bilateral defence
and strategic ties.

The meeting took place on
the sidelines of a defence min-
isterial conclave of the
Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation (SCO).

In a social media post, Singh
described the talks as “insight-
ful”. “Happy to have met the
Defence Minister of Russia,
Andrey Belousov, on the side-
lines of the SCO Defence
Ministers’MeetinginQingdao.
Wehadinsightfuldeliberations
on boosting India-Russia
defence ties,” he said.

It is understood that Singh
highlighted India’s challenge
ofcross-borderterrorismema-
nating from Pakistan.

The two ministers are also
believed to have discussed the
upcoming commissioning of
the Indian Navy’s Russian-
manufactured guided missile
frigate INS Tamal at Russia’s
coastal city of Kaliningrad on
July 1. 

The commissioning cere-
mony will be presided over by
Vice Admiral Sanjay J Singh,
Flag Officer Commanding-in-
Chief of the Western Naval
Command. 

Singh arrived in Qingdao on
Wednesday evening to attend
the SCO conclave.

He told viewers that the US
had only intervened in the war
because “it felt that if it did not
intervene, the Zionist regime
would be utterly destroyed.”

But he said that the US
“achieved no gains from this
war.”

“The Islamic Republic was
victorious and, in retaliation,
delivered a hand slap to
America’s face,” he said, in
apparent reference to an
Iranian missile attack on an
AmericanbaseinnearbyQatar
on Monday, which caused no
casualties.

Khameneiwarnedthat“such
an action can be repeated in
thefuture,too,”sayingthatIran
has “access to key US centres

in the region and can take
action whenever it deems nec-
essary.”

“Should any aggression
occur, the enemy will definite-
ly pay a heavy price,” he said.

The 86-year-old Khamenei
hasn’tbeenseeninpublicsince
taking shelter in a secret loca-
tion after the outbreak of the
war June 13 when Israel
attacked Iranian nuclear facil-
ities and targeted top military
commanders and scientists.

Following an American
attack on June 22 that hit the
nuclear sites with bunker-
buster bombs, US President
DonaldTrumpwasabletohelp
negotiateaceasefirethatcame
into effect on Tuesday.

Rajnath refuses to sign SCO...

Iran “delivered a hand slap...

NEW DELHI, June 26 (PTI) 

THE Government on Thursday
said data is being extracted from
blackboxes,andanalysisofcock-
pit voice recorder and flight data
recorder is underway to recon-
structthesequenceofeventsthat
led to the fatal crash of the Air
India plane in Ahmedabad on
June 12. 

Providing a detailed update a
fortnight after the fatal accident
that killed 270 people, the civil
aviationministrysaidtheAircraft
Accident Investigation Bureau
(AAIB) promptly initiated an
investigation and constituted a
multi-disciplinary team headed
by the AAIB chief on June 13 in
line with prescribed norms.

The team includes an aviation
medicinespecialist,anAirTraffic
Control (ATC) officer, and rep-
resentativesfromtheUSNational
Transportation Safety Board

(NTSB), it said in a statement.
TheMinistry’sstatementcame

on a day when Opposition
Congress on Thursday attacked
the Government over the lead
investigatorreportedlynotbeing
appointed till now for the probe
intotheAhmedabadplanecrash,
saying the delay is “inexplicable
and inexcusable”.

Air India’s Boeing 787-8 AI 171
crashed into a medical hostel,
killing 270 people.

“The analysis of CVR (Cockpit
Voice Recorder) and FDR (Flight
Data Recorder) data is under-
way. These efforts aim to recon-
struct the sequence of events
leadingtotheaccidentandiden-
tify contributing factors to
enhanceaviationsafetyandpre-
vent future occurrences,” the
Ministry noted.

NEW DELHI, June 26 (PTI) 

FORMERChiefJusticesofIndia
D Y Chandrachud and J S
Khehar would appear before
the parliamentary panel scru-
tinising the bills proposing
simultaneous polls, a source
said on Thursday. 

ThenextmeetingoftheJoint
CommitteeontheConstitution
(One Hundred and Twenty-
Ninth (Amendment) Bill, 2024
andtheUnionTerritoriesLaws
(Amendment) Bill, 2024 has
been scheduled for July 11
when the panel members will
hold interaction with the two
retiredchiefjustices,thesource
added. 

Besides,senioradvocateand
former Rajya Sabha member E
M Sudarsana Natchiappan,
who is also a former chairper-
son of the standing committee
on Personnel, Public
Grievances, Law and Justice,
andformerUnionLawMinister
and former Karnataka Chief
Minister M Veerappa Moily

would also appear before the
panel for an interaction. 

The 39-member committee
is in the process of scrutinis-
ing two bills on simultaneous
elections, including one for
amending the Constitution. 

The tenure of the commit-
tee headed by BJP MP P P
Chaudhary has extended till
the first day of the last week of
Parliament’smonsoonsession.

The bill was sent to the
panel in December last year
after being introduced in Lok
Sabha. 

TheGovernmenthasassert-
edthatsimultaneouselections
would boost development, as
frequent elections hampered
developmentwork,andreduce
public expenditure. 

PURI, June 26 (PTI) 

FOLLOWINGitsextensive,most-
ly volunteer-driven initiative to
feedthemassesduringtheMaha
Kumbh Mela in Prayagraj earli-
er this year, the Adani Group has
now shifted its focus to another
of India’s most revered religious
festivals - the Rath Yatra in Puri,
Odisha.

Held annually at the Lord
Jagannath Temple in Puri, the
nine-day chariot procession
draws millions of pilgrims from
across the country and beyond.

In keeping with chairman
Gautam Adani’s belief that ‘Seva
Hi Sadhana Hai’ (Service is
Worship), the Adani Group is
undertaking a comprehensive
seva effort to support both pil-
grimsandfrontlineofficialsdur-
ing the Rath Yatra from June 26
to July 8, sources said.

This year’s support includes
nearly4millionmealsanddrinks

distributed free of cost; desig-
nated food counters providing
free,nutritiousmealstopilgrims
and officials; beverage counters
across the city offering cool
drinks to beat the Odisha heat;
support for lifeguards from the
Puri Beach Lifeguard
Mahasangha; volunteers for
beach clean-up, especially plas-
tic waste; free T-shirts for official
volunteers; fluorescent safety
vests formunicipalworkers;and
also a variety of jackets, rain-
coats, caps and umbrellas for
officials and devotees.

This is through collaboration

between the Adani Group, the
Puri district administration,
ISKCON and local volunteer
organisations.

The group, which has been
working in Odisha through the
Adani Foundation across sec-
tors, such as rural healthcare,
school infrastructure and liveli-
hoods, sees this seva as part of a
larger spiritual continuity in
India’s public life, sources said.

For the Adani Group, corpo-
rate social responsibility has
always extended beyond infra-
structure,educationandhealth-
care. Increasingly, it includes
direct and active participation
in India’s spiritual and cultural
life - not as a sponsor, but as
sevak.Earlierthisyear,duringthe
45-day Maha Kumbh Mela, the
AdaniGrouphadsupportedfood
distribution and pilgrim welfare
services on a massive scale in
collaboration with ISKCON and
Gita Press. 

RG KAR: HC SAYS TRIAL COURT TO TAKE
CALL ON VICTIM’S PARENTS’ PLEA TO
VISIT CRIME SCENE: THE Calcutta High
Court on Thursday left it to the trial court
to decide on a plea by the parents of the
murdered RG Kar Hospital doctor seeking

permission to visit the crime scene.
The parents, through their counsel

Phiroze Edulji, requested permission to
inspect the site of the occurrence of the
crime, except seminar room, where their
daughter’sbodywasfoundonAugust9,2024.

NEW DELHI, June 26 (PTI) 

FAST Patrol Vessel (FPV)
‘Adamya’, the first in a series of
eight being constructed for the
Indian Coast Guard, and
equipped with state-of-the-art
technology, was inducted into
the maritime force on Thursday,
officials said.

Designed and built entirely by
Goa Shipyard Ltd (GSL), the ves-
sel exemplifies India’s growing
shipbuilding capability and rep-
resentsamajorstridetowardsthe
nation’s vision of ‘Atmanirbhar
Bharat’, the ICG said.

“TheIndianCoastGuardtoday
marked a significant milestone
in maritime security and indige-
nous shipbuilding with the
induction of Yard 1271 ‘Adamya’,
the first Fast Patrol Vessel (FPV)
under the prestigious ‘8 FPV
Project’,atGoaShipyardLimited
(GSL),” it said in a statement.

With over 60 per cent indige-
nous content, the vessel under-
scores the success of the ‘Make
in India’ initiative in the defence

sector, it said.
‘Adamya’ is the “first ship in its

class” within the ICG fleet to fea-
tureControllablePitchPropellers
(CPPs) and indigenously devel-
oped gearboxes, offering supe-

riormanoeuvrability,operational
flexibility, and enhanced per-
formance at sea.

“The vessel is equipped with
state-of-the-art technology,
including a 30mm CRN-91 gun,
two 12.7mm stabilised remote-
control guns with fire control
systems, an Integrated Bridge
System (IBS), an Integrated
Platform Management System
(IPMS),andanAutomatedPower
ManagementSystem(APMS),”it
said.

These advanced systems will
empowertheIndianCoastGuard
toperformitscharterdutieswith
increased precision, efficiency,
andresponsivenessacrossIndia’s
extensivemaritimedomain,offi-
cials said.

FPVs like ‘Adamya’ will act as
“force multipliers” in the ICG’s
operational fleet, enabling swift
response for maritime law
enforcement, coastal surveil-
lance, search and rescue opera-
tions, and the protection of
India’sExclusiveEconomicZone
(EEZ), the ICG added.

Indian Coast Guard’s Director
General Paramesh Sivamani
with Rear Admiral Bret Sonter,
Commander Maritime Border
Command of Royal Australian
Navy during a meeting, at
Indian Coast Guard
Headquarters. (PTI)

Fast Patrol Vessel ADAMYA
inducted into Indian Coast Guard

Former CJIs to present
views before ONOE panel

After Maha Kumbh, Adani Group
offers seva at Puri Rath Yatra

Govt says data extraction
from black boxes underway;
being analysed at AAIB Lab

AI PLANE CRASH

J S Khehar Chandrachud

NEW DELHI, June 26

(PTI) 

THE Supreme
CourtonThursday
decided to hear in
July a plea over the
issue of Maratha
reservation in
Maharashtra.

Themattercame
up for urgent list-
ing before a bench
of Justices K V
Viswanathan and
N Kotiswar Singh.

The counsel
appearing in the
case referred to a
June11orderofthe
Bombay High
Court deciding to
hear afresh the
pleas against the
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l
validity of the law
providingMaratha
reservation from
July 18.

The lawyer
informed the
bench that the
apexcourthadpre-
viously asked the
high court to con-
stituteabenchand
hear the matter on
interim relief.

He said the high
court declined
granting any inter-
imreliefinthemat-
ter and would con-
tinue to hear the
matter.

A special bench
of the High Court
was constituted
last month to hear
and decide the
pleas related to the
Maharashtra State
Reservation for
SEBC Act, 2024.

SC to hear
plea on
Maratha
reservation
in Mah in
July
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