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Operation Sindoor was
just trailer, says Rajnath

WAIT & WATCH| Defence Minister says the Indian armed
forces will show the full picture when right time comes

IANS
NEW DELHI

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh said on Friday that Oper-
ation Sindoor was just a trailer
and the Indian armed forces
will show the full picture at the
right time.

"Operation Sindoor isn't
over. What the world saw was
just a trailer, and the Indian
armed forces will show the full
picture when the right time
comes," Defence Minister
Singh told the air warriors and
security forces at the IAF air-
base in Gujarat's Bhuj.

Lambasting Pakistan for
nurturing terror factories on its
soil, the Defence Minister said
that the rogue nation was
forced to realise the power of
BrahMos missile.

Minister Singh's direct
warning to Pakistan came
while he visited the airbase

along with Air Chief Marshal
AP Singh and congratulated
the forces for the successful
execution of Operation Sin-
door.

"There is an old saying in our
country, 'Din mein taare
dekhna'. Made in India
BrahMos missile showed 'raat

ke andhere mein din ka ujala'
to Pakistan...," he roared, while
forces shouted in support.

"Just 23 minutes were
enough for the Indian Air Force
to crush terrorism being nur-
tured in Pakistan. What you did
during Operation Sindoor
made us all proud," the Defence

Minister told the warriors. He
further vowed to uproot terror
and punish their handlers any-
where in the world, while reit-
erating India's new security
doctrine, which stresses on
punitive measures rather than
forgiveness for those who ter-
rorise the nation.

BERHAMPUR (ODISHA)

Teen, friends
arrested for
murder
A class 8 girl student and
her two male friends were
arrested on Friday in
Odisha's Gajapati district for
allegedly murdering a
woman who had adopted
the girl after rescuing her
from a roadside when she
was just three days old, a
police officer said. Accord-
ing to police, the girl and
her friends smothered the
woman - identified as 54-
year-old Rajalaxmi Kar - at
her rented house in Paralak-
hemundi town on April 29.

PATNA

ECI expresses
concern
Ahead of the assembly
polls due later this year in
Bihar, the Election Com-
mission of India (ECI) on
Friday expressed concern
over the low voter turnout
in the state in the 2024 Lok
Sabha polls and asked of-
ficials to formulate a strat-
egy to enhance
participation of people in
the electoral process.

C SAMBHAJINAGAR

‘Solve water
woes or...’
The Maharashtra govern-
ment must ensure regular
water supply to the resi-
dents of Chhatrapati
Sambhajinagar or should
declare Marathwada's lar-
gest city as drought hit, said
Shiv Sena (UBT) leader
Aaditya Thackeray on Fri-
day. Addressing a 'morcha'
of his party to protest water
woes here, Thackeray said
people in the city were get-
ting water just once in 8-12
days despite tall promises
by those in power.
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Police bust
ISI-controlled,
Pakistan-based
narco-smuggling
module
PTI
CHANDIGARH

Punjab Police on Friday said it
has busted a Pakistan-based
and ISI-controlled narco-
smuggling module and ar-
rested its Indian operative
with 85 kg of heroin.

The module was being op-
erated by a UK-based drug
handler, it said.

Director General of Punjab
Police Gaurav Yadav termed it
the "biggest drug seizure of
2025". He said the Indian op-
erative has been identified as
Amarjot Singh alias Jota
Sandhu, a resident of Bhitte-
wad village in Amritsar.

"In the biggest drug seizure
of 2025, @TarnTaranPolice
busts a cross-border, #ISI-con-
trolled-#Pakistan based
narco-smuggling module op-
erated by #UK-based drug
handler Lalli and arrests his
#India-based operative,
Amarjot Singh @ Jota
Sandhu, resident of Vill.”

Gaurav Vivek Bhatnagar
NEW DELHI

Union Home Minister Amit
Shah has stressed the need for
creating a “future-ready secur-
ity ecosystem” in India that
could respond effectively to
challenges posed by terrorism
and insurgency.

Inaugurating the new Multi-
Agency Centre (MAC) at
North Block, Shah spoke about
how the Centre was com-
mitted to strengthening India’s
national security and intelli-
gence infrastructure. He also
spoke about how Operation
Sindoor had demonstrated
India’s strategic and oper-
ational skills.

The Home Minister de-
scribed the operation against
cross-border terrorism, as a
“unique symbol” of India’s de-
termination, precision of intel-
ligence agencies and the
“impeccable striking capabil-
ity” of the armed forces.

The new MAC would func-
tion under the Intelligence

Bureau and provide seamless
coordination and exchange of
information between various
intelligence and security
agencies thereby leading to
rapid real-time intelligence
sharing, quick response mech-
anisms and improved inter-
agency synergy in dealing
with threats, both from within
the country and outside.

Besides Operation Sindoor,
Shah also spoke about the suc-
cess of Operation Black Forest
that seeks to eliminate Naxal-
ism from India by March 2026.
He also posted about the issue
on “X”, saying: “I once again as-
sure the countrymen that
India is sure to be Naxal-free
by March 31, 2026.”

Biswajeet Banerjee
VARANASI

A celebratory atmosphere
turned chaotic during the Chief
Minister’s Mass Wedding Cer-
emony in Harahua (Pindra) area
of Varanasi when food ran out
midway, leaving more than 100
newlyweds and their family
members hungry.

As per the official protocol,
the Social Welfare Department
is responsible for arranging
meals for 10 guests from each
side – the bride’s and the
groom’s. Food coupons were is-
sued accordingly. However, the
situation spiraled out of control

when, after the wedding rituals,
a sudden rush of attendees de-
scended upon the food

counters. Within minutes, all
the dishes were exhausted.

Eyewitnesses reported that
chaos ensued as people
scrambled for whatever little
food was left. Some managed to
get only vegetables, while others
received just puris – and many,
nothing at all. In a video from
the scene, a young man is heard
pleading, “Give me puris…
there’s nothing here,” to which a
food server helplessly responds,
“Go tell the authorities.”

Another attendee, who had
come from Cholapur, said,
“There was no proper arrange-
ment. We got neither puris nor
vegetables.”

Chaos at CM mass wedding in
Varanasi; over 100 guests go hungry

THE INCIDENT oc-
curred on Thurs-
day at the Kashi

Krishak Inter College
where 193 couples – in-
cluding four Muslim
pairs – tied the knot
under the Uttar Pradesh
government’s mass wed-
ding scheme. The event
was attended by Minister
of State Ravindra Jaiswal
and Ajgara MLA T. Ram,
among other public rep-
resentatives.

‘Firm lesson for
misadventures’

"Just like the way,
any habitual of-
fender or a

criminal with
past antecedents is kept
under watch, we have put
Pakistan under probation.
The ceasefire is not a ces-
sation of action. If Pakis-
tan doesn’t mend its ways
and engages in mis-
adventures again, our
forces will teach it a firm
lesson. Again!" Rajnath
said.

Rajnath Singh meets armed forces personnel at the
Bhuj air force station, in Kachchh district of Gujarat

Shah calls for creating
future-ready security
and intel ecosystem

Poet-lyricist Gulzar, Sanskrit scholar
Rambhadracharya receive Jnanpith Award
NEW DELHI: President Drou-
padi Murmu on Friday gave
away the 58th Jnanpith Award
to renowned poet-lyricist Gul-
zar and Sanskrit scholar Jagad-
guru Rambhadracharya for
year 2023.

Sampooran Singh Kalra,
popularly known as Gulzar, is
celebrated for his works in
Hindi cinema and considered

one of the finest Urdu poets of
this era. The poet-lyricist was
not able to attend the ceremony
due to "health-related issues".

Rambhadracharya, 75, the
founder and head of Tulsi Peeth
in Chitrakoot, is a renowned
Hindu spiritual leader, educa-
tor and writer of more than 240
books and texts, including four
epics.

President Droupadi Murmu confers the 58th Jnanpith Award
on Sanskrit scholar Jagadguru Rambhadracharya during a
ceremony held at Vigyan Bhavan, in New Delhi

Chidambaram’s remark
thrills BJP, leaves
Congress red-faced
Gaurav Vivek Bhatnagar
NEW DELHI

Former union minister and
senior Congress leader P. Chi-
dambaram’s remarks at a book
launch -- that “the future (of the
INDIA bloc) is not so bright”
and he was not sure if the al-
liance was still functional–
kicked off a political debate
on Friday with the BJP as-
serting that they demon-
strated that now even Rahul
Gandhi’s aides know that
their party has no future
while some of his own party
colleagues urging him to
show the way forward. It was
during the launch of book co-
authored by Congress leaders
Salman Khurshid and Mri-
tunjay Singh Yadav that Chi-
dambaram had expressed his
reservations about the exist-
ence of the alliance, saying, it
was only Khurshid who could
answer the question since he

was “part of the negotiating
team for INDIA bloc”. Chidam-
baram had then added that he
would be very happy “if the al-
liance is totally intact”, but had
added that “it shows at the
seams that it is frayed”.
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