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Congress seeks judicial
probe into air crash

RAREST OF RARE| Kharge says inquiry should be headed by a
sitting or retired Supreme Court judge to ensure transparency

Gaurav Vivek
Bhatnagar
NEW DELHI

The Congress on Friday
sought a judicial probe into
the Ahmedabad air crash
incident even as its leaders
also criticised Union Home
Minister Amit Shah’s re-
marks on it being an acci-
dent, which “nobody can
stop”, as being “insensi-
tive”.

Shah, who had flown to
Ahmedabad soon after the
crash of the Air India
Boeing 787 Dreamliner
crash on Thursday, had
stated: “I want to say one
thing: it was an accident
and no one can stop any ac-
cident. But for 365 days all
concerned departments
remain on alert and their
alertness gets checked
during such incidents.
Today, the alertness of the
disaster management of
the State government was
checked in an unfortunate
incident. The Centre and
the Government of Gujarat
are jointly engaged in relief
and rescue operations.”

Reacting to and sharing
his remarks on “X”, the
media and publicity de-
partment in-charge of Con-
gress Pawan Khera said the
comments were “insensi-
tive” and amounted to ab-
dication of responsibility.

He wrote in a post that,
“When a plane crashes and
people die, the least a
Home Minister can offer is

a promise of accountabil-
ity, not a shrug and a lec-
ture on fate. ‘Nobody can
stop accidents’ is an abdi-
cation. If nothing can be
prevented, why do we have
ministries at all?”

Khera further argued
that, “Aviation accidents
are not acts of God – they
are preventable. That’s why
we have aviation regula-
tors, safety protocols, and
crisis response systems.”
He also remarked that, “By
the Home Minister’s logic,
should we stop investing in
safety infrastructure, regu-
lation, or crisis prepared-
ness altogether? Just leave
it to fate and call it a day?”

Sharing Khera’s views,
Congress general secretary
Jairam Ramesh also re-
marked, “Is this what the
Union Home Minister
should be saying now? It is
most insensitive.”

Meanwhile, Congress
president Mallikarjun
Kharge, who had on Thurs-
day sought a high-level in-
vestigation into the
incident, demanded that
there be a “judicial probe”
into the Ahmedabad crash.
He said the inquiry should
be headed by a sitting or
retired Supreme Court
judge to ensure transpar-
ency and accountability.

Kharge said such a probe
was essential to establish
whose fault led to the acci-
dent that claimed over 250
lives. “The truth must come
out,” he said.

BENGALURU

Foreign nat’l
held with
‘10 cr MDMA
A foreign national was ar-
rested in connection with a
case of drug peddling
here and over 5.3 kg of
banned MDMA crystals
worth Rs 10 crore was
seized from her, police
said on Friday. The
woman, said to be a Ni-
gerian was held following
a tip-off on June 10 by the
Central Crime Branch's
anti-narcotics wing that
she was trying to sell
drugs in Tarahunase vil-
lage near Rajanukunte,
they said.

NAGPUR

Youth killed
after argument
over tobacco
An 18-year-old man was
beaten to death allegedly
by his two friends after a
heated argument with
them over tobacco in Ma-
harashtra's Nagpur city,
police said on Friday.
The incident took place on
June 9 and the victim was
identified as Aryan Wahile,
they said. Aryan, a balloon
decorator, often worked
with accused Rahul Shyam
Hazare (24) and Nagesh-
war alias Sonu Masram
(23). A quarrel broke out
after Aryan asked Rahul to
give him 'kharra', a mixture
of tobacco and areca nut,
an official of Ajni police
station said.

NAGPUR

Boy drowns
in pool at
water park
An 8-year-old boy
drowned at a water park
near Bazargaon in Nagpur,
a police official said on Fri-
day. The incident took
place on Thursday and the
deceased has been ident-
ified as Naitik Amit Desh-
mukh, the Kondhali police
station official said. "He
was visiting the water park
with his family. He
drowned in a 41-inch deep
pool after he slipped into it
accidentally. Lifeguards
immediately pulled him
out and gave CPR, but he
didn't respond. He was de-
clared dead by doctors at
a nearby hospital," he said.

SHIMLA

6 nabbed for
filching gold
rings from shop
Four women and two men
were arrested Friday for
allegedly trying to purloin
gold rings from a jewellery
shop here in Shimla dis-
trict, police said. They said
two of the accused were
from Rajasthan and the
rest from Haryana. They
were identified as Ra-
jender Kumar, 47, a native
of Rawatsar in Hanuman-
garh district of Rajasthan,
and Kiran, 52, from the
same state's Ganganagar.

BHUBANESWAR

Arms racket:
5 arrested in
Bhubaneswar
Five people were arrested
in Bhubaneswar as an
inter-state arms racket
was busted on Friday, po-
lice said. Acting on a tip-
off, personnel of the
Airport police station con-
ducted a raid in the Pok-
hariput area and made the
arrests, Police Commis-
sioner S Dev Datta Singh.
Six illegal firearms were
seized from them, he said.

PALGHAR

Two held for
attacking,
killing man
Police have arrested two
persons who allegedly at-
tacked and killed a man
over a dispute within
hours of the crime in Ma-
harashtra's Palghar dis-
trict, an official said on
Friday.
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Two arrested
for influencer
Kamal Bhabhi’s
murder
Rajesh Moudgil
CHANDIGARH

The Punjab police on Fri-
day claimed to have
cracked the case of the
murder of the social media
influencer Kanchan Ku-
mari – popularly known
as Kamal Kaur Bhabhi –
with the arrest of two “ni-
hangs'' and held that the
crime was an outcome of
“unauthorised moral polic-
ing’’.

It may be recalled that
media influencer Kanchan,
about 30, was found dead
under mysterious circum-
stances in her car parked
outside Adesh University in
Bathinda district late on
Wednesday night.

ED conducts search ops
in PMLA case in Bihar
Dheeraj Kumar
PATNA

Tightening noose around a
Bihar’s leading contractor
Rishu Ranjan Sinha alias Rishu
Shree in connection with a
Prevention of Money Laun-
dering Act (PMLA) case, En-
forcement Directorate, Patna
zonal office has conducted
search operations at nine lo-
cations across the country.

Search operations were
conducted across Patna, Mu-
zaffarpur, Surat and Panipat
under the provisions of PMLA.
During the search operations,
several incriminating evi-
dences and documents were
seized. ED launched the inves-
tigation on the basis of an FIR
registered by Special Vigilance

Unit (SVU), Bihar against
Rishu Shree and others.

Rishu Shree’s firms work as
contractors/sub-contractors in
various state government’s de-
partments, such as water re-
sources, health, public health
engineering, urban devel-
opment, Bihar Urban Infra-
structure Development
Corporation (BUIDCO), edu-
cation, building and construc-
tion, and rural works
department.

He allegedly got govern-
ment tenders awarded and
bills cleared in his favour with
the complicity of various gov-
ernment officials. Raids were
conducted on the premises of
his associates, and travel
agents connected to Rishu
Shree in the latest ED`s action.

Fake KV temple website cheats devotees
Biswajeet Banerjee
VARANASI

The spiritual city of Kashi,
home to the revered Kashi
Vishwanath Temple, is witness-
ing an alarming rise in organ-
ized fraud targeting
unsuspecting pilgrims. While
the temple continues to draw
lakhs of devotees from across
the country and beyond, a par-
allel network of conmen is
thriving in its shadows—dup-
ing people through fake web-
sites, overpriced offerings, and
impersonation scams, often
right under the nose of law en-
forcement.

In recent months, a series of
cyber frauds have surfaced in-
volving fake websites designed
to closely mimic the official
portal of the Kashi Vishwanath
Temple. These fraudulent sites,

including names like gharman-
dir.in and kashivishwanath.in,
falsely offer bookings for
Sugam Darshan, Rudrabhis-
hek, and Aarti, especially dur-
ing the holy month of Sawan
when the official website susp-
ends these services due to
heavy rush. The scale of decep-
tion is significant, with an esti-

mated 10 lakh extracted from
hundreds of devotees. The
Chief Executive Officer of the
Shri Kashi Vishwanath Temple
Trust, Vishw Bhushan has for-
mally lodged complaints with
the police, yet these operations
continue to run unabated.

Beyond the digital scams,
ground-level trickery has be-

come equally rampant. Around
the temple complex, a market
of coercion has taken shape.
Flower, prasad, and ritual item
sellers aggressively hawk their
products at inflated prices. A
basic basket — typically con-
taining a few sweets, a small
garland, and a little milk — is
sold at Rs 150 or more, with pil-

grims being told they must buy
one per person. Those who
question the pricing or ask for
smaller portions are often met
with rudeness or threats.

Another layer of exploitation
targets devotees unaware of the
temple’s restriction on elec-
tronic items such as mobile
phones and smartwatches.
Upon reaching the temple
gates with these devices, many

find themselves lost and con-
fused. This is where another
group of conmen steps in, of-
fering to store the gadgets
“safely” in nearby shops. These
shops, however, compel visitors
to purchase expensive offerings
or pay locker charges under
pressure. Over time, numerous
shops in the one-kilometre
radius of the temple have set up
makeshift locker rooms, capi-
talizing on this ignorance and
anxiety among out-of-town pil-
grims.

The manipulation begins
much before one even reaches
the temple. In key areas such as
Godowlia, Maidagin, Dashash-
wamedh, and Girjaghar, men
dressed as traditional pandas
— wearing dhoti-kurta and re-
ligious tilaks — roam freely.
They approach tourists claim-
ing to arrange “special” darshan

without queues. Falling into
this trap, several devotees fol-
low them through narrow al-
leys only to be dropped at the
general entrance of the temple.
By then, the realisation dawns
that they have been misled, but
there is little they can do.

What is even more disturb-
ing is that these scams happen
openly, often in front of police
personnel. These fake pandas
demand anywhere from Rs
500 per person to Rs 5,000 for
access to the sanctum sancto-
rum. On a busy day, a single op-
erator can make several
thousand rupees through such
deceit. Despite multiple com-
plaints, pilgrims are frequently
pacified or discouraged from
filing formal reports, further
emboldening the conmen.

To address these ongoing
rackets, the police have started

invoking provisions under the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS),
including Section 170 (imper-
sonating a public servant), Sec-
tion 126 (wrongful restraint),
and Section 135 (attempting to
take someone hostage). How-
ever, enforcement remains lax
and the deterrent impact,
minimal.

For pilgrims coming to
Kashi in search of spiritual sol-
ace, these experiences are no-
thing short of traumatic. They
return with bitter memories of
coercion, intimidation, and de-
ception, rather than with the
peace they had hoped to find.
While the government and
temple authorities have taken
steps to modernize and beau-
tify the temple area, the un-
checked presence of such
fraudsters continues to tarnish
Varanasi’s image.

BANARAS KE THUG

Jaipur
MANISH GODHA

13 people from Rajasthan have died in the Ahmedabad plane
crash. Among the dead, 5 each from Banswara and Udaipur
while one each from Pali, Barmer and Bikaner. Here are the
tragic stories of their unfulfilled wishes.

Newly married 21-year-old Khushbu Kanwar Rajpurohit,
who died in the Ahmedabad plane crash, has her in-laws in
Pali. She had gone to Ahmedabad with her father and brother-
in-law to go to London to meet her husband Vipul Singh who
is a nursing officer in London.

The deceased belonged to seven families from the state
-- five each from Banswara and Udaipur, and one each from
Barmer, Pali, and Bikaner districts. An MBBS student, Jai-
prakash Choudhary (20) from Barmer also died in the plane
crash.

13 from Raj among air crash victims
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