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Bengaluru (UNI)
Union Agriculture and
Rural Development Minis-
ter Shivraj Singh Chouhan
on Sunday launched a
scathing critique of India’s
fragmented electoral cal-
endar, accusing opposition
parties —implicitly target-
ing the Congress —of
politicising even national
security issues, like Opera-
tion Sindoor, for electoral
gains.

“At a time when our
brave soldiers strike
against enemies, there are
those who raise doubts
and seek political
mileage,” Chouhan said at
a public address on One
Nation One Election here.
“This is not just unfortu-
nate — it is a tragedy born
from the relentless cycle of
elections.”

Calling for a constitu-

tional amendment to
synchronise Lok Sabha
and State Assembly elec-
tions, the former Madhya
Pradesh Chief Minister
urged citizens, civil soci-
ety, students, and media
influencers to begin a na-
tionwide movement for
One Nation, One Elec-
tion.

“Let this campaign be-
gin from the land of Ben-
galuru,” he said, evoking

applause.
Chouhan argued that

holding elections every six
months paralyses gover-
nance, derails develop-
ment, and consumes the
energy of the entire admin-
istrative machinery.

“When elections are an-
nounced, the Model Code
of Conduct kicks in. Teach-
ers, ASHA workers, and
collectors are pulled off
their regular duties to pre-
pare voter lists. O

fficers are sent as ob-
servers across states. Law
and order, policymaking,
and public welfare all take
a backseat.”

The Minister detailed
his own recent experience:
“Just four months after As-
sembly elections in Mad-
hya Pradesh, Rajasthan
and Chhattisgarh, we had
Lok Sabha elections.

Politicising armed forces a tragedy
of frequent elections: Shivraj Singh

Mumbai (UNI)
Responding to NCP MLA Amul Mutkari’s
suggestion for a pre-election alliance in-
volving herself and her cousin Ajit Pawar,
party working president and MP Supriya
Sule on Sunday acknowledged their sibling
bond and appreciated the sentiment but
clarified that the ultimate decision on al-
liance will be made by party president
Sharad Pawar.

Talking to reporters in Baramati, she
said, “Ajit Pawar and I have been siblings
since childhood, and I value Mutkari’s
wish. However, decisions about who con-
tests where are not mine to make. The par-
ty will decide. We all respect Pawar sahib’s
political wisdom, and whatever decision
he takes is democratic. I will consult party
workers and deliberate accordingly.”

She pointed that Sharad Pawar will en-
gage with party workers before making any
final decisions.

On the occasion of the 99th All India
Marathi Literary Conference, Ms Sule not-
ed that Maharashtra has been honoured
with hosting the event after 32 years.

When asked about the presence of oth-
er Pawar family members in Baramati, she
tactfully avoided specifics, stating, “I am in
Baramati; I do not know where the other

Pawars are. I am heading to Andapur from
here.”

Regarding the Malegaon factory elec-
tion, she mentioned a meeting scheduled
for 5 pm and expressed her intention to
keep politics aside, focusing instead on de-
cisions that benefit farmers.

Commenting on senior Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi’s letter to the Election Com-
mission, Ms Sule said that she is awaiting
the Commission’s response and acknowl-
edged that both Rahul Gandhi and Maha-
rashtra Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis
have the right to express their views, she
added.

NCP’s alliance decision rests with
Sharad Pawar, says Supriya Sule

Bengaluru (UNI)
BJP leader Anil K Antony on Sunday
launched a pointed attack on the
Congress party, accusing it of derail-
ing India’s once-successful system of
simultaneous elections for political
gain.

Supporting the Centre’s push for
the “One Nation, One Election” ini-
tiative, he said the practice func-
tioned smoothly until it was disrupt-
ed by the Congress government un-
der Indira Gandhi after 1967.

“From 1951 to 1967, India con-
ducted Lok Sabha and State Assem-
bly elections together, ensuring sta-
bility and good governance,” Antony
said at a policy forum here. “But this
changed when Mrs Indira Gandhi
came to power. In the following three
years, several non-Congress govern-
ments were dismissed, and political
manipulation led to the collapse of
the synchronised election cycle. By
the late 1970s, the system had been
completely derailed.”

He cited the 2023 report of the
High-Level Committee chaired by

former President Ram Nath Kovind,
which strongly recommended syn-
chronised elections. “According to
the report, implementing ‘One Na-
tion, One Election’ can boost India’s
GDP by 1.5% annually — equivalent
to Rs 4–7 lakh crore — which is near-
ly 50% of our healthcare budget and
one-third of our education budget,”
he said.

Antony highlighted the heavy toll
of India’s year-round election cycle.

Cong dismantled simultaneous
polls to retain power: Anil Antony

New Delhi (UNI)
Active Covid-19 cases in India have
crossed the 6,000 mark following a
surge of nearly 400 new infections
reported in the past 24 hours.

The country also recorded six
Covid-related deaths during this pe-
riod, with three fatalities reported
from Kerala, as per the data available
from the Union Health Ministry.

As of now, India has 6,133 active
cases and a cumulative death toll of
65. Kerala continues to report the

highest number of active infections,
nearing the 2,000 mark, making it
the state with the largest current
caseload. In the last 24 hours, 378
new cases were reported from across
the States.

After Kerala, Gujarat has emerged
as the second-worst affected state,
experiencing a significant rise with
105 new infections recorded be-
tween June 7 and June 8, pushing its
active cases to over 820.

In Kerala, an increase of 144 cases

in a single day underscores the high
transmissibility of the JN.1 COVID-
19 variant. Protein mutations such as
NB.1.8.1 and LF.7, although associat-
ed with mild symptoms, are noted
for their rapid spread.

West Bengal added 71 new cases,
bringing its active case tally to 693.
Delhi saw a comparatively modest
increase of 21 new infections, with
the capital’s active caseload reaching
686. Conversely, Karnataka reported
a notable decline, with over 75 fewer
active cases, bringing its total down
to 366.

Meanwhile, Maharashtra is
touching the 600-case mark. No-
tably, among the six recent fatalities,
Kerala reported three deaths: a 51-
year-old kidney transplant recipient,
a 64-year-old man with diabetes,
cancer, and kidney disease, and a 92-
year-old individual with multiple co-
morbidities, including heart disease
and cancer.

India’s active Covid cases rise to
6000; Kerala leads with sharp rise

Chhattisgarh cabinet
embarks on 2-day
“Chintan Shivir 2.0”
Raipur: Chhattisgarh Chief Minister
Vishnu Dev Sai and his cabinet
members on Sunday kicked off a
two-day “Chintan Shivir 2.0” at the
Indian Institute of Management
(IIM) Raipur. “Chintan Shivir 2.0”,
aims to brainstorm and discuss key
issues related to governance and de-
velopment in the state.

The programme is being organ-
ised by the Good Governance and
Convergence Department of the
Chhattisgarh government in collab-
oration with IIM Raipur.

The two-day programme will fea-
ture sessions on transformative
leadership, culture, good gover-
nance, and nation-building, as well
as public finance and sustainable
development.

Renowned experts, including Dr.
Vinay Sahasrabuddhe, Professor Hi-
manshu Rai, Dr. Ravindra Dholakia,
Sanjeev Sanyal, journalist and politi-
cal analyst Uday Mahurkar, and
global digital health expert Dr. Ra-
jendra Pratap Gupta, will share their
insights and expertise during the
programme. 

Prashant had demanded Deputy
CM post from Nitish: JD(U)
Patna (UNI): JD(U) MLC Sanjay Singh on Sunday alleged
that “ Jan Suraaj “ leader Prashant Kishor had demanded
the post of Deputy Chief Minister when he was in JD(U)
and left the party after it was turned down by Chief Min-
ister Nitish Kumar. Singh told media persons here that
Kishor was a pure businessman and he had launched his
party to manage funds earned by him from various
sources. Kishor had always been aspiring to occupy the
top post, and he was not at all concerned with issues of
public interest, he added. “Kishor had demanded the
post of Deputy Chief Minister when he was in JD(U) but
Chief Minister Kumar refused to entertain his demand “,
JD(U) MLC said, adding that Kishor left the party as his re-
quest was turned down. Chief Minister Kumar had given
much respect to Kishor, but his ambition was high, and it
was impossible for him to fulfill the same, he pointed out.

Monsoon session
of Bengal Assembly
to begin today
Kolkata: The monsoon ses-
sion of the West Bengal Leg-
islative assembly will begin
on Monday (June 9).

The house is scheduled
to introduce a resolution on
the 2nd day in honour of the
heroes of “Operation Sin-
door” launched by the Indi-
an Armed Forces against the
terrorists after terrorists
shot dead 26 people at Pa-
halgam on April 22, in Jam-
mu and Kashmir.

Speaker Biman Banerjee
is expected to table the res-
olution to honour the Indi-
an armed forces.

An all-party meeting and
a Business Advisory Com-
mittee meeting were held
on Thursday in the chamber
of Assembly Speaker Biman
Banerjee for the smooth
conduct of the Assembly.
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