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Jairam links P’gam
terrorists with
all-party delegation

SAFFRON IRE: BJP slams ‘atrocious comparison’

IANS
NEW DELHI

The Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) on Thursday came
down heavily on senior
Congress leader Jairam Ra-
mesh, accusing him of
drawing a 'disgusting com-
parison' between the ter-
rorists who executed
Pahalgam terror attack and
the all-party delegation,
which is on a mission to
more than 30 countries to
expose the rogue nation --
Pakistan.

BJP spokesperson
Shehzad Poonawalla tore
into the Congress General
Secretary for hurling insult
at the all-party delegation
and also undermining its
mission. Taking strong ob-
jection to his analogy, the
BJP leader wondered why
the Parliament must not act
against him for crossing all
limits and going to the ex-
tent of drawing an atrocious
comparison between ter-
rorists and lawmakers.

The BJP leader, in a video
message, recalled past in-
stances of how the Congress
attempted to diminish and
undermine the military

strikes under Operation
Sindoor and also accused
him of speaking in the lan-
guage of Pakistan to give
India’s enemy, an advantage
in building an anti-India
narrative.

“Earlier, the Congress
undermined our military
strike (Operation Sindoor)
by calling it ‘Chut Put’ war
and now it mocks our diplo-
matic strike,” Poonawalla
said and also shared a video
clip.

“Jairam Ramesh makes
the most atrocious com-
parison. He compares MPs
in all-party delegation to
terrorists,” he also said.

Another BJP spokesper-
son Pradeep Bhandari also
hit out at Jairam Ramesh
for allegedly drawing an
analogy between terrorists
and Parliamentarians, cur-
rently on multi-nation tour

to expose Pakistan.
“Rahul Gandhi's right

hand Jairam Ramesh com-
pares Members of Parlia-
ment with Terrorist!" he
wrote in a post on X.

The political storm over
Jairam Ramesh comes
amidst rumblings within
the grand old party over its
MP Shashi Tharoor leading
India’s diplomatic offensive
against Pakistan over its
brazen support to global
terror networks and also
abetting it on the Indian
soil. The ugly spat between
Udit Raj and Shashi Tharoor
played out in the public,
with both taking potshots at
each other.

This comment riled up
the BJP, which launched a
scathing attack at the Con-
gress Rajya Sabha MP and
accused him of standing up
with Pakistan.

POK WILL VOLUNTARILY
RETURN TO INDIA: RAJNATH
Insists country has redesigned strategy against terrorism

Kerala declares Liberian ship
capsize as a state-specific disaster

THE REMARK
Jairam Ramesh, the in-charge of Communications of
Congress party allegedly said that terrorists who car-
ried out terror attack in Pahalgam were roaming freely,
despite being directly involved in other attacks in the
valley, in past one year. Sarcastically slamming the
Centre, he said that these terrorists were roaming
freely while Parliamentarians were also wandering
across the globe.

Gaurav Vivek Bhatnagar
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Comparing the people of Pak-
istan-occupied Kashmir (PoK)
to “brothers and sisters”, De-
fence Minister Rajnath Singh
on Thursday said “PoK is a
part of India” and will “volun-
tarily return to our main-
stream.”

Addressing the Inaugural
Plenary of Confederation of
Indian Industry (CII) Annual
Business Summit Singh said
following the recent Pahalgam
terror attack India has He
added that India has recali-
brated its engagement and
scope of dialogue with Pakis-
tan and now talks will only be

held on terrorism and PoK.
In this regard, he added that

“PoK is a part of India and the
people who got geographically
and politically separated will,
sooner or later, voluntarily re-
turn to India.” The minister
added that “most of the people
in PoK have a deep connection
with India. There are only a
few who have been misled.”

Almost making a pitch for
the return of the territory to
India, Singh said, “the situation
of our brothers and sisters liv-
ing in PoK is similar to that of
Shakti Singh, the younger
brother of brave warrior Ma-
harana Pratap. Even after sep-
aration, the confidence and
faith of the elder brother to-
wards his younger brother re-
mained intact and his words
expressed the confidence he
had of his return: `Tab ku-
panth ko chhod supath par
swayam chala aayega. Mera hi
bhai hai, mujhsay door kahan
jayega’ (Leaving the wrong
path he would himself come
back to me, he is my brother
how will he stay away).”

Rains lash West Bengal

PTI
KOLKATA

Rains lashed southern West
Bengal, including Kolkata, on
Thursday under the in-
fluence of a deep depression
over the Bay of Bengal, offi-
cials said.

More rainfall is expected
over the next 24 hours, with
the intensity going up to 2-3
cm per hour, they said.

Squall, with a wind speed
of 45-55 km per hour, is very
likely in parts of North and
South 24 Parganas, Nadia,
Murshidabad, Purba and Pa-

schim Bardhaman, and Birb-
hum districts over the next
24 hours.

Fishermen were advised
not to venture into the sea
over the next 48 hours.

Kolkata received 0.1 mm of
rainfall in the morning, offi-
cials said.

The state government has
taken a slew of measures in
view of the forecast, includ-
ing shifting people from low-
lying areas to safer places and
deputing disaster manage-
ment and civil defence per-
sonnel in the vulnerable
coastal districts, they said.

Pedestrians walk across a street amid rains, in Kolkata

MONSOON TRACKER

KERALA

The heavy mon-
soon rains and
accompanying

strong winds damaged
homes, power lines and
crops in many parts of
Kerala, with the India
Meteorological Depart-
ment (IMD) on Thursday issuing a red alert for eight
districts of the state. The heavy rains and winds caused
uprooting of trees as well as waterlogging and flooding
of low-lying areas and those close to river banks in vari-
ous parts of the state. In many hilly regions of the state,
like Wayanad, people were relocated to relief camps.

MAHARASHTRA

Maharashtra's Latur
city has witnessed
an extraordinary

469 mm rainfall so far in
the month of May, which is
highly unusual for this time

of the year, say experts. On Tuesday, the city received
125 mm of rainfall within three hours, the highest in the
last 25 years, said Dr Babasaheb Thombre, dean of the
government-run College of Agriculture in Latur where
they regularly measure the seasonal downpour.
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PTI
JAIPUR/NEW DELHI

A Rajasthan government
employee was detained in
Jaisalmer on suspicion of
espionage for Pakistan with
the BJP claiming he was an
assistant to former Congress
minister Shale Mohammad
and visited Pakistan several
times without informing the
government.

Shakur Khan, who works
in the district employment
office as Assistant Adminis-
trative Office, was found to
have phone numbers associ-
ated with Pakistan stored on
his device, an official said.

Intelligence unit sources
said that Khan went to Pak-
istan seven times for meet-
ing his relatives and to visit
a religious place since 2011.

It is alleged that Khan
shared security related up-
dates from Jaisalmer and he
is being interrogated by
central intelligence agencies
in detail. The official said
Khan was detained on Wed-
nesday night by an intelli-
gence department team
which was acting on secur-
ity-related inputs.

"There were inputs about
Shakur Khan that he could
be involved in spying for
Pakistan. He was on surveil-
lance following inputs and
was detained last night," the
official said.

While police refrained
from saying anything about
Khan's political connec-
tions, sources and the BJP
said he worked as an assis-
tant to Mohammad, a
former minister in the
Ashok Gehlot-led govern-
ment.

Mohammad could not be
reached for comments.

Union minister Gajendra
Singh Shekhawat said a de-
tailed investigation should
be done and all those in-
volved should be arrested.

"I have come to know
through media that the po-
lice have detained the PA of
former minister Shale Mo-
hammad on the charge of
spying. This is definitely a
matter of concern," he told
reporters in Udaipur.

A joint interrogation was
conducted in Jaisalmer fol-
lowing which the team left
for Jaipur with Khan.

"In the initial interroga-
tion, he has said that he
visited Pakistan to visit a re-
ligious place and to meet
relatives," the official told
PTI, adding that he was
being further interrogated.

Raj ‘spy’ detained, BJP
says he was ex-Cong
minister’s assistant

This is definitely a
matter of concern,
says Union minister
Gajendra Singh
Shekhawat

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

The Kerala government on
Thursday declared the
wreckage of the Liberian
ship M/s ELSA 3 in the Ara-
bian Sea 14.6 nautical miles
off the Kerala coast as a
state-specific disaster.

A statement issued from
the office of Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan said the
ship, M/s MSC ELSA-3,
carrying more than 643
containers, was reported to
have capsized on May 25 off
the Kerala Coast near Thot-
tappalli in Alappuzha Dis-
trict.Upset over scoring low,

student commits suicide
IANS 
JAIPUR 

Upset over scoring low in Class 10 examinations, a 17-year-old 
student allegedly committed suicide in Rajasthan's Kota dis-
trict. The student, identified as Dushyant Sahu Nagpal, re-
portedly ended his life by jumping in front of a train, though 
police said the exact cause will be confirmed only after a full 
investigation. The incident took place in the Vigyan Nagar po-
lice station area. Passers-by spotted Dushyant's body near the 
Sanjay Nagar railway crossing on Thursday and immediately 
informed the police. 
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