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UDAIPUR/JAIPUR, May 2 (PTI) 

VETERAN Congress leader and
former Union minister Girija
Vyas,whosufferedburninjuries
inMarchwhileperformingaar-
ti at her home in Udaipur, has
died at a hospital in
Ahmedabad,herfamilysaidon
Thursday. She was 79.

Vyas’sbrotherGopalSharma
said that she succumbed to
burninjuriesattheAhmedabad
hospital this evening.

TheCongressleaderwasper-
forming aarti on March 31 dur-
ing which her dupatta caught
fire from a burning lamp and
she suffered critical burn
injuries. She was rushed to a
privatehospital inUdaipurand
waslatershiftedtoAhmedabad.

Her funeral will be conduct-
ed in Udaipur on Friday,

Sharma said. Rajasthan Chief
MinisterBhajanlalSharma,for-
mer CM Ashok Gehlot, and
Congress State President
Govind Singh Dotasra
expressed grief over the death
of Vyas. Sharma said Vyas’s life
was dedicated to public serv-
ice and that she will always be
remembered as a popular
leader due to her gentle behav-
iour.TheChiefMinisterprayed
to God to give a place to the
departed soul in his feet and
give strength to the bereaved

family to bear this grief.
In a post in Hindi on X, for-

mer CM Gehlot said, “The
demise of former Union
Minister and former Congress
State President Dr Girija Vyas
is an irreparable loss for all of
us.” He further said, “Dr Girija
Vyas had made a great contri-
bution in the field of educa-
tion,politicsandsocialservice.
Her untimely demise in such
an accident is a big shock for
all of us.” Congress State
President Dotasra said on X,
“Thenewsofthedemiseofsen-
ior Congress leader and former
PCC president Dr Girija Vyas ji,
who was a Union Minister, is
extremely sad.” “The demise of
Girija ji is an irreparable loss to
the Congress family, her con-
tribution to the progress of the
Congress party.

NASHIK, May 2 (ANI) 

TOMARKthe50-daycountdown
to the 11th International Yoga
Day, Yoga Mahotsav 2025 was
launched in the Nashik district
of Maharashtra on Friday.

Union Minister of State for
Ayush Prataprao Jadhav, as well
as several dignitaries, yoga prac-
titioners, and local citizens,
attended the event.

During the occasion, Jadhav
also unveiled the Yoga-Sangam
Portal. In a post on X, Jadhav
wrote, “Yoga is not just a prac-
tice; it’s a path to inner peace,
resilience,andharmony,forindi-
vidualsandournation.Letuscar-
ry this spirit forward and make
#IDY2025 a global testament to
India’s gift to the world!”

Earlier, on April 7, Union
Minister Jadhav, Odisha Deputy
Chief Minister Pravati Parida,
and BJP MP Sambit Patra inau-
gurated the Yoga Mahotsav at
Kalinga Stadium in
Bhubaneswar. 

This event marked the begin-
ning of a 100-day countdown to
the International Yoga Day.
Speaking to ANI, Jadhav said,
“On21stJune,11thInternational
Yoga Day will be celebrated. We
have prepared a 100-day count-
down program for the Yoga Day.
Under this program, 10 different
programs will be organised in 10
cities of 10 States...” 

Odisha’s Deputy Chief
Minister, Pravati Parida,
expressed her support for the
initiative and said, “The Central

Government has started an ini-
tiative which serves Odisha as a
destination for International
YogaDay.I,asaTourismMinister,
welcome this step and extend
my gratitude to the Central
Government.” 

The Yoga Mahotsav is part of
the Government’s efforts to pro-

mote Yoga and its benefits
nationwide, as the world pre-
pares for International Yoga Day
in June. International Yoga Day
is celebrated every June 21st to
raise awareness about the
importanceofyogaanditsphys-
ical, mental, and spiritual
benefits.

Yoga Mahotsav 2025 in Nashik marks 
50-day countdown to International Yoga Day
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