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SAD leader held in Rs 540cr
drug money laundering case

DA CASE: 30 mobile phones, 5 laptops, 3 IPads, documents other items seized

Rajesh Moudgil
CHANDIGARH

The Punjab vigilance
bureau on Wednesday ar-
rested senior Shiromani
Akali Dal (SAD) leader and
former minister Bikram
Majithia in a fresh case of
disproportionate assets sub-
sequent to a raid on his resi-
dence in Amritsar.

At Amritsar, tempers ran
high as several SAD leaders
and party workers tried to
enter Majithia’s house pro-
testing against the raid, but
were pushed back by the
police after a minor scuffle
with the police personnel.
Majithia’s wife Ganieve
Kaur, who is the party MLA
from Majitha seat in Amrit-
sar, held that a team of 30
members of VB had entered
their house. Majithia is

brother-in-law of Shiromani
Akali Dal (SAD) chief
Sukhbir Badal.

Minutes after the raid,
Majithia also posted a video
on X alleging that the Bhag-
want Mann-led AAP gov-
ernment was trying to push
for a false case against him
after failing to find anything
against him in the drug
case.

However, according to
VB, the new case stems
from the ongoing investiga-
tion into the 2021 drug-traf-
ficking case registered
against Majithia in which
major discrepancies have
been found prompting ac-
tion against prevention of
corruption Act. According
to reports, raids were car-
ried out at about 25 proper-
ties across Punjab in this
connection.

UP govt forms 
Economic 
Advisory Group  

Multi-layered
security
arrangements
in place for
Amarnath Yatra
PTI
SRINAGAR

Multi-layered and in-
depth security arrange-
ments have been put in
place for the upcoming
annual Amarnath Yatra to
ensure safe and smooth
pilgrimage, Kashmir Po-
lice chief V K Birdi said on
Wednesday.

"The Shri Amarnath
Yatra this year is starting
next week. Jammu-Kash-
mir Police and other se-
curity forces have made all
security arrangements for
the yatra. Compared to
last year, this time there
are multi-layered and in-
depth security arrange-
ments so as to make the
yatra safe and smooth,"
the inspector general of
Kashmir Police told re-
porters in Anantnag.

Birdi visited the Nun-
wan base camp of the
yatra along the Pahalgam
axis and reviewed the se-
curity arrangements for
the pilgrimage which
starts July 3.

The IGP said the secur-
ity arrangements for the
38-day pilgrimage have
been divided into differ-
ent levels, including zonal,
and security drills were
held at every level on
Wednesday ahead of the
yatra.

Biswajeet Banerjee
LUCKNOW

In a major step toward
strengthening economic gov-
ernance and long-term plan-
ning, the Uttar Pradesh
government has constituted a
15-member Economic Advis-
ory Group (EAG) to provide
strategic, independent, and
high-quality counsel on key
economic and policy issues.

The newly formed body is
aimed at helping the state gov-
ernment make evidence-
based decisions across sectors
while fostering economic sta-
bility, inclusive growth, and
fiscal discipline. The EAG will
also play a pivotal role in
evaluating government pro-
grams, suggesting reforms,
and facilitating dialogue be-
tween the government, indus-
try, academia, and civil society.

Nachiketa Tiwari, a profes-
sor at IIT Kanpur, will serve as
the group’s coordinator. The
panel brings together a di-
verse mix of industry leaders,
economists, policy experts,
and thought leaders with deep
domain expertise.

Among the key members is
Anil Bharadwaj, General Sec-
retary of the Federation of In-
dian Micro and Small &
Medium Enterprises (FISME),
who will represent the inter-
ests and challenges of the
MSME sector—a cornerstone

of the state’s industrial eco-
system. Other high-profile
members include: TV Mohan-
das Pai, Chairman of Arin
Capital and former CFO of In-
fosys, who will advise on edu-
cation and skilling. Vineet Rai,
Founder and Chairman of
Avishkar Group, who will
offer insights into agricultural
development and rural enter-
prise. Manish Sabharwal, Co-
Founder and Vice Chairman
of Teamlease Services, and
Hanumant Rai Gaikwad, CMD
of Bharat Vikas Group, both of
whom will contribute on
matters related to employ-
ment generation and work-
force development.

The EAG’s mandate in-
cludes analyzing global and
domestic economic trends
and assessing their implica-
tions for Uttar Pradesh.

It will develop policy frame-
works tailored to the state’s
needs, recommend strategies to
attract investment, boost pro-
ductivity, and ensure sustain-
able growth. It will also monitor
and assess the impact of flag-
ship state government pro-
grams, recommending course
corrections where necessary.

In addition to policy advice,
the group will prepare them-
atic research reports on issues
such as unemployment, in-
equality, industrial diversifica-
tion, and productivity
enhancement.

Meanwhile, the AAP MLA from Amritsar North, Kunwar Vijay Pratap Singh, opposed his own party government for the
early morning VB raid and subsequent Majithia’s arrest. Singh, who is a former IPS officer, asked why the Mann govern-
ment did not conduct any interrogation or seek his remand when he was in police custody in the past. The AAP MLA

held that the dignity of a family is shared by all, whether one is a politician, actor, rich or poor and conducting a raid at someone's
house early morning is against ethical principles.

SIT PROBE REVEALS MASSIVE MONEY LAUNDERING

The investigations by the Special In-
vestigation Team (SIT) probing the
case registered in Punjab state

crime and the vigilance bureau (VB) has
revealed massive laundering of drug
money facilitated by Bikram Majithia, ac-
cording to an official statement. Stating
that the preliminary investigations reveal
that more than Rs 540 crore of drug
money has been laundered
through several ways, a VB spo-
kesperson said on Wednesday
that it includes huge unac-
counted cash worth Rs 161
crore deposited in bank ac-
counts of companies controlled
by Majithia, channelization
of Rs 141 crores through
suspected foreign en-
tities, excess deposition
of Rs 236 crore without
disclosure/explanation
in company financial
statements, and

Acquisition of movable/immovable assets
without any legitimate source of income.
The spokesperson said that these trans-
actions are being investigated by the VB
and the investigations done by the SIT
clearly indicate that these funds were
laundered drug money funneled into Sa-
raya Industries facilitated by Majithia.
The spokesperson added that so far, Rs
540 crore drug money has been tracked

as having been generated illegally and
by using the influence of Majithia as a
public servant being an MLA and hold-
ing a Cabinet post in erstwhile Punjab

government.
The spokesperson further held
that that assets, including both
immovable/movable in the
name of Bikram Majithia and
his wife Genieve Kaur have
increased substantially for
which no legitimate source
of income has been pro-
vided.

AAP MLA
OPPOSES
ARREST

Allahabad HC rejects Ansari’s plea in hate speech case
IANS
PRAYAGRAJ

Former MLA Abbas Ansari,
son of deceased mafia don
Mukhtar Ansari, suffered a
setback on Wednesday after
the Allahabad High Court dis-
missed his petition challeng-
ing the validity of a CD that
formed key evidence in a hate
speech case.

The CD had led to his con-
viction and a two-year prison
sentence by a lower court.

A single-judge Bench of Jus-
tice Samit Gopal refused to in-

tervene, directing Ansari to
raise his objections regarding
the CD and the accompanying
forensic report in the Sessions
Court, where his appeal is
pending. In his petition, Ansari
claimed that his speech was
misrepresented and that the
video evidence had been dis-
torted. However, the High
Court declined to grant him
any relief.

The hate speech case dates
back to March 3, 2022, during
the Uttar Pradesh Assembly
election campaign, when
Abbas Ansari, then a candi-

date from Mau Sadar, allegedly
made inflammatory remarks
targeting government officials.

A video of his speech went
viral, prompting a complaint
by Inspector Gangaram Bind
and the subsequent filing of an

FIR at Mau Kotwali police sta-
tion. In his speech, Ansari had
reportedly said that if Akhilesh
Yadav’s government came to
power in Uttar Pradesh, offi-
cials would be held account-
able before being transferred.

The Election Commission
took cognisance of the re-
marks and initiated action.

On May 31, the MP-MLA
court in Mau sentenced him to
two years in prison, resulting
in the termination of his As-
sembly membership.

Under the Representation
of People Act, the member-

ship of any lawmaker sen-
tenced to two years or more of
imprisonment stands auto-
matically terminated.

Ansari has since been seek-
ing legal remedies, but the
High Court has now asked him
to pursue the matter through
the appellate process.

Ansari became MLA for the
first time in the 2022 Assembly
elections from the Suheldev
Bharatiya Samaj Party (SBSP),
then an ally of the Samajwadi
Party, but which is now a part
of the BJP-led coalition gov-
ernment in Uttar Pradesh.

AFTER 40 YRS
OF CHASE, CBI
ARRESTS
PROCLAIMED
OFFENDER
PTI
NEW DELHI

The CBI on Wednesday ar-
rested proclaimed offender
Satish Kumar Anand evading
justice for more than four dec-
ades in a bank fraud case.

Anand, who was convicted
in 1985 for cheating Bank of
India to the tune of Rs 5.69
lakh and sentenced to five
years imprisonment, skilfully
eluded investigators through
four decades, the agency said.

Now in his seventies,
Anand was arrested in Rohini
in North Delhi and was taken
to Dehradun to be produced
before a special court which
sent him to judicial custody,
CBI's spokesperson said.

In the fraud case that took
place in 1977, it was alleged
that the then bank branch
manager had entered into a
criminal conspiracy with
Anand to cheat the bank.

A loan was given to a private
company on the basis of forged
receipts presented along with
bills in which the delivery of
goods was shown wrongly, due
to which the bank suffered a
loss and Anand got a financial
benefit of Rs 5.69 lakh. The CBI
had registered a case on May 5,
1978 against three accused in-
cluding Anand, the bank man-
ager and another accused
Ashok Kumar. After investiga-
tion, a charge sheet was filed in
a special CBI court.

The court of special CBI
judge in Dehradun in its judg-
ment dated June 19, 1985 ac-
quitted the bank branch
manager of the charges but
convicted Anand and Kumar
and sentenced them to five
years of rigorous imprison-
ment and a fine of Rs 15,000.

However, Anand ab-
sconded after the sentencing,
following which the court de-
clared him a proclaimed of-
fender on November 30, 2009.

Anand evaded arrest by
frequently relocating and con-
cealing his whereabouts,
making himself scarce at
known addresses in New
Delhi and Hapur in Uttar Pra-
desh, officials said, giving de-
tails of the operation.
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