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Fuel Fiasco: 19
CM convoy...

She said shortly after re-
fuelling, all vehicles stopped
after going some distance,
and they had to be pushed
and parked on the side of the
road. The vehicles had been
requisitioned for the Regional
Industry, Skill and Employ-
ment Conclave - MP Rise
2025 being organised in Rat-
lam. All 19 vehicles had to be
towed, and the matter was re-
ported to officials. Some of-
ficers even visited the spot.
The incident caused a stir but
did not affect the CM’s visit
schedule. An investigation is
now underway.

Rs 30.4K crore
investment...

Major infrastructure push:
94 units, 26 areas inaugur-
ated The CM performed
Bhoomi Pujan and inaugur-
ated 94 industrial units and
clusters worth over Rs 2,012
crore.

Major land allocation-
Land allotment was a key
focus, with distribution of
plot allotment letters to 538
MSME units and letters of in-
tent for land allotment to 35
large industrial units invest-
ing over Rs 6,000 crore. These
units will provide employ-
ment to more than 17,600
people.

Power lines, hockey turf
announced- Dr Yadav an-
nounced several special initi-
atives for the region. He
sanctioned Rs 50 lakh per
Gram Panchayat for infra-
structure development in six
villages adjoining the Mega
Investment Region.

Commercial Flights
Coming to Ratlam Soon-
The CM announced that Rat-
lam will get its own airport
for commercial flights. The
government plans to up-
grade the existing Banjali air-
strip, which has a 3,753-feet
runway, to handle passenger
planes.

MoU between MSME &
Walmart- A significant
partnership was established
with a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) be-
tween the MSME Depart-
ment and Walmart
Company, providing small
entrepreneurs better market
connectivity for their prod-
ucts.

CM’s interaction with
leading industrialists- Dr
Yadav conducted one-to-one
discussions with 15 leading
industrialists who presented
investment proposals and
expressed interest in estab-
lishing industries in Madhya
Pradesh.

24-hr jam
claims 3 lives

He lost consciousness in-
side the vehicle. By the time
his family managed to reach
a private hospital in Dewas,
doctors declared him dead.
His grieving relatives said
there were no arrangements
on the ground to manage the
jam or assist those in distress.

In another case, 55-year-
old Balram Patel, a cancer
patient from Shujalpur, was
being taken to Indore for
treatment. He had two
oxygen cylinders with him.
One was exhausted before
they could reach Dewas, and
the second ran out during
the long delay. By the time
they arrived at Choithram
Hospital, Patel had already
passed away.

Sandeep Patel, 32, from
Gari Pipliya, became the
third casualty. Stuck in traffic
for hours, he reportedly suf-
fered a heart attack and
could not be saved.

Trainee nurse
stabbed to...

At 3pm, when she was
performing her duties, a
youth entered the hospital
and slit her throat with a
sharp-edged weapon.

Soon after the incident,
panic spread on the hospital
campus, and staffers ran
here and there, for they did
not know what actually hap-

pened. But just as they saw
the body of the girl lying in a
pool of blood, they got the
shock of their life. On getting
the information, the police
rushed to the spot and began
to search for the murderer.

The police kept mum over
the reason for the shocking
incident. But sources said the
name of a youth from Kisani
ward, Abhishek Koshti, fig-
ured in the murder.

Fake GST
input credit...

According to EOW Di-
rector General Upendra
Jain, the accused NK Khare,
alias Vinod Kumar, orches-
trated the scam by creating
four bogus companies in
names of unsuspecting vil-
lagers from Jabalpur. He
used documents such as
Aadhaar cards, PAN cards,
land records and bank de-
tails belonging to villagers
Pratap Lodi, Deendayal
Lodi, Ravikant Singh and
Neelesh Patel to float fake
firms.

Once these shell com-
panies were set up, Khare
engaged in generating fake
invoices and also con-
ducted some real business
transactions. He linked
these four firms with nine
operational companies,
creating a web of fraudu-
lent billing activity.

The nine active firms in-
volved in the scam included
KD Sales Corporation (In-
dore), Mehak Enterprises
(Bhopal), Dilip Traders, An-
kita Steel and Coal, Jag-
damba Coal Carriers, Koraj
Techniques, Mahamaya
Traders, Ambar Coal Depot
and Anam Traders. To-
gether, the invoices gener-
ated by these companies
amounted to over Rs 150
crore, from which a fake
GST component of Rs 34
crore was claimed.

After learning that an
FIR had been registered
against him, Khare fled to
Ranchi and began oper-
ating in coal trade there.
However, EOW teams
tracked him down, arrested
him in Ranchi, and pro-
duced him before a Jabal-
pur court. He has been
remanded to police custody
until July 2.

Chained,
soiled and...

“Some of the male in-
mates were kept in what
looked like basement cells,
completely unclothed and
covered in filth. The women
were in equally bad shape —
barely dressed, with no ac-
cess to toilets or caregivers.
We found people tied up like
animals,” said Meenakshi
Bharala, a member of the
Women’s Commission who
led the inspection.

Shockingly, the old-age
home had no trained staff or
medical personnel. A
woman claiming to be a
nurse admitted that she had
only completed her 12th
grade and had no formal
medical training. There were
no doctors, no regular health
checks, and no system in
place to manage food, medi-
cation, or hygiene.

Investigations revealed
that the ashram charged
each family Rs 2.5 lakh as a
one-time donation, along
with Rs 6,000 per month per
inmate for food and lodging.
Despite these payments, the
residents were left to rot in
neglect.

The revelation has trig-
gered outrage from civil so-
ciety groups and NGOs.
Sushanto Ghosh, secretary of
Bondhu Mahal, a Lucknow-
based NGO, condemned the
incident in strong terms.

Authorities have since
filed a case against the ash-
ram’s management under
sections of criminal negli-
gence, wrongful confine-
ment, and cruelty. Plans are
underway to shift the res-
cued elderly to a govern-
ment-run senior citizen care
center, where they will re-
ceive proper medical atten-
tion, food, and shelter.

Officials from the Social
Welfare Department said
that the process of screening
all private old-age homes
across Gautam Buddh Nagar
district has now been fast-
tracked.
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ALLEGATION| RJD leader says it’s a ploy by NDA to erase names
of poor and marginalised voters from electoral rolls

Dheeraj Kumar
PATNA

NDA on Friday hit back at
RJD leader Tejashwi Yadav
after the latter objected to
the special intensive review
of the voters` list in poll-
bound Bihar.

State JD (U) president
Umesh Kushwaha con-
tended that the opposition
was scared of its imminent
defeat in the coming assem-
bly election, and so it was
trying to put the regular
and transparent processes
of a democratic country in
dock by raising baseless
questions.

“It seems the opposition
is trying to find an alibi for
its imminent defeat in the
election,” he added.

BJP spokesperson Kuntal
Krishna said what was
wrong if the Election Com-
mission had ordered for the
special intensive review of
the voters` list in poll-
bound Bihar. He said that
the RJD, Congress and their
allies were making such a
hue and cry over the matter
only because they feared

names of bogus voters
would be deleted from the
voters’ list.

On the other hand, Te-
jashwi slammed Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi and
chief minister Nitish Kumar
over the special intensive
review of the voters’ list be-
fore Bihar assembly elec-
tions and alleged that it was
intended at erasing the
names of poor and margi-
nalised voters from the elec-
toral rolls.

Addressing a press con-
ference along with the
leaders of other allies of the
INDIA bloc at his official
residence in the state capi-
tal, Tejashwi claimed that
the Election Commission
(EC) was playing a joke with
the democracy and consti-
tution, asking why the EC
wanted to do a very ‘suspi-
cious and worrisome’ exer-
cise. He said that
documents demanded were
such that the poor might
not even have them.

“Whether there is an at-
tempt to weaken democ-
racy at the hint of the
Centre? Chief Minister Nit-

ish Kumar and Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi are
scared, and that's why they
are taking such steps,” he
claimed.

“These RSS/BJP people
want to snatch voting rights
of the poor and oppressed
class and even today (Fri-
day), RSS advocated for
changing the constitution,”
he alleged.

RJD leader asked under
what compulsion, special
intensive review of the
voters’ list was required
after 22 years of such an ex-
ercise and also when the as-
sembly elections were only
two months away.

“Whether the Election
Commission is not aware
that it is the time of mon-
soon and Bihar`s 73 percent
of the area is flood-prone?
Whether government em-
ployees and people will pro-
tect lives and properties
from the flood or will move
around to collect data for
the Election Commission,”
he asked.RJD leader
claimed that there were
eight crore bonafide voters
in Bihar and out of them,

nearly 4.76 crore voters who
were 40 years of age or less
had to prove their citizen-
ship from July 1 to July 31,
2025 as per the guideline of
the EC. Is it possible to pre-
pare the voters` list for
eight crore people within 25
days, he asked.

"Our delegation will meet
the Election Commission
with our all concerns," he
added.

RJD leader said that the
process of revision of the
voters’ list started on Friday
but he could claim that
more than 90 percent of
DEOs/EROs did not have
the voter list of 2023, and so
how could they do their as-
signed job.

“BJP and its allies like JD
(U), who are opposed to the
constitution and democ-
racy, want to snatch voting
rights of the poor and op-
pressed class. They will
erase their names from the
voter list first and later will
not provide identity cards,
stop paying pensions, and
also scholarships being
given to SCs, STs, and OBCs,
he alleged.

India denies entry to UN
aviation investigator
New Delhi: India would not
allow a UN investigator to
join a probe of a crashed Air
India jet that some safety ex-
perts had criticized for de-
lays in analysis of crucial
black box data, two senior
sources familiar with the
matter told Reuters.

Earlier this week, the
United Nations aviation
agency took the unusual step
of offering India one of its in-
vestigators to provide assis-
tance following the Boeing
787-8 Dreamliner crash kill-
ing at least 260 people in
Ahmedabad on June 12.

Previously, the Inter-
national Civil Aviation Or-
ganization has deployed
investigators to help with
certain probes, such as the
downing of a Malaysian
plane in 2014 and a Ukrainian
jetliner in 2020, but those
times the agency had been
asked for assistance.

ICAO had asked for the in-
vestigator who was in India
to be given observer status,
but Indian authorities re-
fused the offer, the sources
saidIndia denies entry to U.N.
aviation investigator in Air
India crash probe, say
sources.

Parliamentary panel to
grill Boeing & Air India
executives, Govt officials on
Ahmedabad crash.

Parliamentary panel to

grill Boeing & Air India
executives, Govt officials:
The Parliamentary Commit-
tee on Transport has sum-
moned Boeing executives,
Air India representatives, the
Civil Aviation Secretary, and
DGCA officials for a dis-
cussion on air safety issues
related to the tragic Boeing
Dreamliner crash within sec-
onds of take-off from the
Ahmedabad airport. The
meeting is likely to be held in
the first week of July.

According to sources,
"multiple shortcomings" in
the aviation sector, with the
maintenance of aircraft, are
now a matter of huge con-
cern. The committee will
also address frequent heli-
copter accidents that have
taken place recently on the
Char Dham pilgrim route.

Discussion will include the
role of the Director General
of Civil Aviation (DGCA), air-
craft maintenance schedules,
and the mental fitness of pi-
lots, sources said.

10th fail Rinku Singh’s appointment
as Shiksha Adhikari sparks row
Biswajeet Banerjee
LUCKNOW

The Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment’s decision to appoint in-
ternational cricketer Rinku
Singh as Basic Shiksha Adhi-
kari (BSA) has stirred contro-
versy, as the post—meant to
lead and reform the district’s
primary education system—is
being offered to someone who
has not cleared even the ma-
triculation (Class 10) examin-
ation.

Under normal circum-
stances, the post of BSA
requires a postgraduate de-
gree and is filled through a
competitive process by the
Public Service Commission.
Rinku, who shot to fame after
India’s gold medal win in
cricket at the 2023 Asian
Games, falls far short of these
academic qualifications.

The government, however,
is invoking a special provision
under the Uttar Pradesh Di-
rect Recruitment Rules for In-
ternational Medal Winners,
which allows international
athletes to be appointed to
government posts across de-
partments, bypassing tradi-
tional recruitment norms.
Education department offi-

cials say the rule aims to honor
sporting excellence and en-
gage star athletes as role
models for the youth.

Still, many have questioned
how someone with no formal
academic background can be
entrusted with a role so cen-
tral to shaping the education
policy and administration of
an entire district. Critics argue
that this dilutes the serious-
ness of the post and sends the
wrong message in a state al-

ready struggling to raise edu-
cational standards.

Officials counter the criti-
cism by saying Rinku’s role
would be symbolic and moti-
vational. “Such appointments
help bring visibility and attract
attention to the department’s
efforts. Rinku will also serve as
a brand ambassador,” an offi-
cial said.

However, under service
rules, Singh will need to ac-
quire the minimum required
educational qualification
within seven years if he wishes
to be considered for promo-
tion. Otherwise, he will re-
main at the lowest rank within
the service.

Meanwhile, Rinku’s family is
celebrating the news. “This is a
proud moment.

Tejashwi objects to voters’
list review, NDA hits back
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