
www.freepressjournal.com nation
Bhopal, Thursday, May 29, 2025

Cong, Tharoor ‘LoC’ horns over claim
GROWING RIFT | Grand Old Party shares videos of Indian soldiers standing outside police station in Lahore

Gaurav Vivek Bhatnagar
NEW DELHI

Apparently peeved with its MP
from Thiruvananthapuram
Shashi Tharoor, who as head of
an all-party delegation on Op-
eration Sindoor had stated in
Panama that the Narendra
Modi government was the first
to breach the line of control by
carrying out the Uri strike in
2016, the Congress on Wednes-
day used “CC” along with his
“X” address as it noted how its
own governments were the
first to do so.

Meanwhile, party MP and
Dalit leader Udit Raj also chose
the day to attack Tharoor for his
comments by describing him
as the “super spokesperson of
BJP”. The Congress has been
angry with Tharoor for his
mind on various issues since
early this year. Subsequently,
the Centre’s picking Congress
MPs Tharoor, Salman Khurshid
and Manish Tiwari for the all-
party delegations was also re-

sisted by the Congress which
had named three other leaders
in their place.

So, when in Panama, Tha-
roor spoke in favour of the
Centre and hailed the 2016
cross-LoC surgical strike in Uri
and the 2019 Balakot air strikes
on terror camps in Pakistan, it
irked the Congress leadership.

Tharoor had said: "What has
changed in recent years is that
the terrorists have also realised
they will have a price to pay; on
that, let there be no doubt.
When, for the first time, India
breached the Line of Control
between India and Pakistan to
conduct a surgical strike on a
terror base, a launch pad -- the
Uri strike in September 2016.”
He had added that during the
Kargil War, India had not
crossed into Pakistan.

Raj in a post addressed to
Tharoor on "X" also asked,
“Alas! I could prevail upon PM
Modi to declare you as super
spokesperson of BJP, even de-
claring as foreign minister be-

fore landing in India. How
could you denigrate the golden
history of Congress by saying
that before PM Modi, India
never crossed LOC and Inter-
national border. In 1965 Indian
Army entered Pakistan at
multiple points, which com-
pletely surprised the Pakistanis

in the Lahore sector. In 1971,
India tore Pakistan in two
pieces and during UPA Govt
several surgical strikes were
unleashed but drum beating
was not done to encash politi-
cally.”

Sharing an image of three
Indian soldiers standing out-

side Burki police station in La-
hore district, Pawan Khera
wrote: “This image is from the
Battle of Burki (also known as
the Battle of Lahore, 1965), a
significant engagement dur-
ing the Indo-Pakistani War of
1965, fought between Indian
infantry units and Pakistani

armed forces. Burki is a village
located southeast of Lahore,
near the India-Pakistan
border, approximately 11 km
from Lahore's Allama Iqbal
International Airport, con-
nected to the city by a bridge
over the Bambawali-Ravi-Be-
dian (BRB) Canal.”

Jammu and Kashmir Chief Minister
Omar Abdullah interacts with tourists 
after a meeting at Gulmarg in Bara-

mulla district on Wednesday. CM Abdul-
lah said the April 22 Pahalgam attack has
not stalled the conversation around res-
toration of statehood to Jammu and
Kashmir and that he had raised the issue
at the recent meeting of NITI Aayog gov-
erning council. "No, not at all. If you were
to take out the formal speech that circu-
lated in the NITI Aayog meeting, you will
find a categorical mention for return of
statehood in that ... which was given to
the Honourable Prime Minister and all
the members of the governing council of
the NITI Aayog," Abdullah told reporters
in this tourist resort of north Kashmir

OP SINDOOR:
TMC SLAMS MODI
FOR ‘TAKING CREDIT’
Aritra Singha
KOLKATA

Even as Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi is set to visit West
Bengal on Thursday, during
which he will lay the founda-
tion stone of a gas distribution
project and address a public
rally in Alipurduar district,
the TMC on Wednesday
slammed Modi for allegedly
taking credit for ‘Operation
Sindoor’.

“The Prime Minister should
thank the army whenever he
is speaking about the oper-
ation. Instead through his
speeches it seems that he and
his party had taken part in the
operation. TMC from the very
beginning was with the deci-
sion of the central govern-
ment,” said Dastidar.

Meanwhile, a team of
sacked teachers had also
reached Alipurduar hoping to
meet the Prime Minister to
find a solution to get rein-

stated in their jobs.
Modi is expected to arrive

in West Bengal from Sikkim
after 1 pm, another state BJP
leader said.

The prime minister will be
on a two-day trip to four states
from Thursday to launch nu-
merous development projects,
as he keeps up a busy itinerary
touring different regions in
the run up to the first anniver-
sary of his third term in office.

Modi will visit Sikkim, West
Bengal, Bihar and Uttar Pra-
desh on May 29 and 30, an of-
ficial statement said.

TMC MP Kakoli
Ghosh Dastidar
said the speeches
of the Prime
Minister look like
the BJP had fought
‘Operation Sindoor’
and not the army

Jai Hind Sabha in K’taka
Vinay Madhava Gowda
BENGALURU

In a bid to mitigate the contro-
versy arising from a statement
made by AICC President M
MallikarjunKhargeover`Oper-
ation Sindoor', Karnataka Con-
gressgovernmenthasorganised
a `Jai Hind Sabha' to honor the
defence personnel on Thursday,
where family members of war
martyrs were felicitated.

During the function, Deputy
Chief Minister D K Shivakumar
announced that the State gov-
ernment would set up a `Ex-
servicemen Welfare
Corporation' to initiate and im-

plement welfare measures to
those who served in armed
forces and their family
members.

Last week, during a massive
rally at Hospet to commem-
orate two years of Congress in
power, AICC President Malli-
karjunKhargehadtermed`Op-
erationSindhoor'asa`chut-put'
war, which keeps happening
between India and Pakistan.
This had kicked up a contro-
versy and BJP questioned the
patriotism of Congress, alleging
that Congress always worked
against interest of the country
and demoralised the armed
forces.

WENT TO PAKISTAN, WIFE WORKED
THERE FOR A YEAR, ADMITS GOGOI
Digjyoti Lahkar  
GUWAHATI 

At last Deputy Leader of Op-
position in Lok Sabha MP 
Gaurav Gogoi admitted that 
he went to Pakistan and his 
wife was working in Pakistan 
for a year. 

Breaking months of si-
lence over allegations of 
covert ties with Pakistan, 
Congress MP and newly ap-
pointed Assam Pradesh Con-
gress Committee (APCC) 
chief Gaurav Gogoi, on Wed-
nesday, launched a blistering 

counterattack, dismissing 
the claims as “political the-
atre”. 

In a 43-minute press con-
ference in New Delhi, the 
Jorhat MP addressed head-
on a series of accusations — 

from allegedly being aided 
by Pakistan’s ISI to claims 
about his wife drawing salary 
from foreign agencies. 

“I visited Pakistan 12 years 
ago, in 2013, with my wife. 
Every aspect of the travel 
was cleared by the then In-
dian government,” Gogoi 
clarified, explaining that his 
wife, a public policy profes-
sional, had been posted in 
Pakistan as part of a South 
Asia climate change project 
in 2011. 

“She returned in 2012–13 
and took up a new job in 

2015. During that period, I 
visited her,” he said. Based on 
this, Assam CM is trying to 
make a 'C' grade movie 
which will be released on 
September 10," Gogoi said. 

Taking aim at the BJP, 
Gogoi questioned why the 
Centre had taken no action if 
the trip had indeed been a 
suspect. 

“The Modi government 
has had all the resources to 
probe me. Why hasn’t a 
single inquiry been 
launched? Because there was 
none,” he asserted. 

SP goes hyper with digital campaign
Biswajeet Banerjee
LUCKNOW

With an eye on the 2027 Uttar
Pradesh Assembly elections,
the Samajwadi Party is formu-
lating a sharp and targeted
digital campaign strategy to
highlight what it calls the gov-
ernance failures of the BJP-led
state government. While no
official campaign has been
launched yet by SP president
Akhilesh Yadav, the party is al-
ready experimenting with
songs and short videos on so-
cial media as a precursor to a
larger media push.

Party leaders say the up-
coming campaign will include
documentary films, short so-
cial media clips, and political
songs to draw attention to is-
sues such as rising unemploy-
ment, law and order concerns,
the state of healthcare and
education, and women's
safety. SP spokesperson Sharv-
endra Vikram Singh con-
firmed that documentaries are
currently being produced on
these subjects, using facts, stat-
istics, and real-life accounts to
build credibility among voters.

These videos will be rolled

out across platforms like You-
Tube, Instagram, X, Face-
book, and WhatsApp, with
the aim of reaching both
rural and urban audiences.
The party believes that story-
telling based on everyday
struggles can resonate more
strongly than traditional 
political messaging.

The campaign will also pro-
mote the achievements of the

previous SP governments,
showcasing projects like the
Lucknow Metro, Agra-Luck-
now Expressway, and the
Gomti Riverfront through
short films. The effort is pri-
marily focused on mobilizing
PDA (Pichhda, Dalit, Alpsank-
hyak) communities, a voter
base that played a key role in
SP’s performance in the 2024
Lok Sabha polls.
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