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Storm ravages Uttar
Pradesh, claims 33 lives

NATURE’S FURY: The devastation uprooted trees and
power poles, flooded roads and hospitals

Biswajeet Banerjee
LUCKNOW

A powerful storm accom-
panied by torrential rains and
hail battered several parts of
Uttar Pradesh on Wednesday
night, leaving 33 people dead
and dozens injured across 20
districts. The devastation,
which included wind speeds
up to 80 kmph, uprooted trees
and power poles, flooded
roads and hospitals, and left
vast areas without electricity.

Chief Minister Yogi Aditya-
nath expressed grief over the
loss of lives and directed dis-
trict magistrates to provide
immediate relief and com-
pensation to the affected
families. “Every life lost is a
tragedy. Instructions have
been issued to expedite rescue
operations and ensure timely
treatment of the injured,” said
a government spokesperson
from the Chief Minister’s Of-
fice.

A senior official with the
Revenue and Relief depart-

ment confirmed death of 33
people in rain related incident
in last 24 hour.

Gorakhpur division wit-
nessed three deaths. In the
AIIMS police station area, 19-
year-old Dheeraj died after
being struck by lightning
while picking vegetables with
his mother, who sustained
serious burns. In Kushinagar’s
Kasya area, 14-year-old
Krishna died and her sister

Mamta was injured after a
mango tree fell on them dur-
ing heavy rain. Meanwhile, in
Ramkola, 46-year-old Manati
Devi was killed when a strong
gust of wind lifted a hut she
had taken shelter in, throwing
her into debris.

In Lakhimpur Kheri’s Nig-
hasan area, three people—in-
cluding a father and
daughter—were crushed
under the debris of a col-

lapsed wall and tin shed.
Rakhshpal Singh, his 10-year-
old daughter Ramandeep, and
an 80-year-old woman named
Phulvasa died in separate inci-
dents related to the storm’s
impact. CHC Superintendent
Dr. Kamlesh Narayan con-
firmed Phulvasa succumbed
to a severe head injury caused
by falling debris.

In Noida and Ghaziabad,
more than 50 trees were up-
rooted, blocking roads and
damaging parked vehicles. A
46-foot banyan tree crashed
onto several cars in Sector 23,
while a biker died in Madhu-
ban Bapudham after being hit
by a falling tree.

Mann opposes
Centre's move
to deploy CISF
at Bhakra dam
Rajesh Moudgil
CHANDIGARH

Accusing the BJP-led Union
government for, what he held,
hatching conspiracies to ruin
Punjab, chief minister Bhag-
want Mann on Thursday held
that the state government will
oppose the Centre’s move to
deploy Central Industrial Se-
curity Force (CISF) at Bhakra
dam and will not give a single
penny as expenditure on it.

Briefing newspersons,
Mann held that while the
Centre needed everything
from Punjab in terms of food
grains but on the other hand
tried to snatch the waters of
the state through this action.
He said that instead of giving
any special package to Punjab
for its immense contribution,
the BJP is meting out step-
motherly treatment to the
state. Mann said that he will
flag this issue before Prime
Minister Narendra Modi in
the meeting of the NITI Aayog
slated to be held on Saturday.

Biswajeet Banerjee
ALIGARH

What appeared to be just an
empty, torn bag under a tree
near the exit gate of Aligarh
Junction turned out to be a
jackpot of stolen jewellery—
thanks to the keen eyes of pa-
trolling RPF and GRP
personnel.

That single ring led to a
thorough search of the bag, re-
vealing a treasure trove: two
gold rings, two bangles, a pair
of tops, a locket, a pair of ear-
rings, a bracelet, three pairs of
silver anklets, two pairs of toe
rings, and a chain—collectively
valued at over Rs 10.10 lakh.

The five accused—Pankaj
from Ramghat Road Mahuak-
heda Gauri, Nawab of Devi
Nagla, Bhagwati Prasad from
Vinamai Atrauli, Yad Ram of
Lekhraj Nagar Mahuakheda,
and a fifth man from Old Pulia

Nagla Man Singh—are all resi-
dents of Aligarh.

They were taken into cus-
tody and brought to the GRP
police station, where further
investigation linked them to
multiple past luggage thefts re-
ported at Aligarh Junction and
nearby stations. Interrogation
revealed that the gang had
been targeting train passen-
gers and platforms, stealthily
lifting bags and valuables.

A case has been registered,
and police say the arrests mark
a significant breakthrough in
curbing theft on railway prem-
ises.

Meghalaya has youngest
population in the country: CM
SHILLONG: Meghalaya Chief Minister Conrad K Sangma on
Thursday asserted that the hill state has the youngest popu-
lation in the country and the government has been working to-
wards making it a global force. CM Sangma said, "Meghalaya
has one of the youngest populations in the country and we are
turning this demographic advantage into a global force. If we 
send even 30,000 professionals abroad, the remittances can
amount to Rs 250 crore a month - that's Rs 3,000 crore a year
into our families' hands. We have been converting a challenge
into a great opportunity."

A tree falls on a vehicle as it got uprooted following
storm and heavy rainfall, in Meerut

CM Yogi Adityanath
expressed grief over
the loss of lives and
directed district
magistrates to pro-
vide immediate relief
and compensation to
the affected families

Oops! the gold ring slips out

During a routine joint patrol, officers
noticed five men sitting suspi-
ciously under a Pilkhan tree, trying

to conceal a tattered bag. When ques-
tioned, the group insisted it was empty.
But as fate would have it, a gold ring

slipped out, betraying their claim.

PTI
JAMMU

A soldier was killed in an en-
counter with terrorists during
a cordon and search operation
launched by security forces in
Jammu and Kashmir's Kish-
twar district on Thursday, offi-
cials said.

The gunfight took place
when the security forces were
conducting a search operation
following a tip-off about the
presence of terrorists in the
Shingpora area of Chhatru,
they said. Four terrorists are
said to be trapped in the area.

"Contact has been estab-
lished with terrorists during a
joint operation with police at

Chhatru in Kishtwar this
morning," the Indian Army's
White Knight Corps said in a
post on X.

Additional troops have been
deployed and the operation is
ongoing to neutralise the ter-
rorists, it said.

"During the ongoing oper-
ation, fierce gunfight is con-
tinuing. One of our
bravehearts sustained griev-
ous injuries in the exchange of
fire and has succumbed de-
spite best medical efforts," the
White Knight Corps said.

SOLDIER KILLED IN ENCOUNTER
WITH TERRORISTS IN KISHTWAR

Security forces during an encounter with terrorists in
Kishtwar district of Jammu and Kashmir

SONA KITNA SONA HAI:
JEWELLERY HAUL AT JUNCTION

MODI 3.0: BJP
plans foot-marches
Gaurav Vivek Bhatnagar
NEW DELHI

The BJP has planned a series
of `padyatras’ or foot-marches
and meetings, in which the
issue of Operation Sindoor
will figure prominently, to
mark the completion of the
first year in office of the third
term of the BJP-led National
Democratic Alliance govern-
ment under Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.

Modi had taken oath as
PM for the third consecu-
tive time on June 9, 2024
and his completion of the
first year in office will also
mark his 11 year rule at the
Centre. As such the PM
would himself also launch
the Gyan Bharatam Mission
for digitising, conserving
and making accessible
manuscripts available
across the nation that day.

DKS backs Parameshwara amid ED raids
PTI
BENGALURU

As the ED continued searches at
institutions linked to Karnataka
Home Minister G Paramesh-
wara in connection with a
money laundering probe tied to
gold smuggling case on Thurs-
day, Deputy Chief Minister D K
Shivakumar came out strongly
in support of his cabinet col-
league, calling him a "clean and
honest man".

TheEnforcementDirectorate
was conducting searches under
the Prevention of Money Laun-
deringAct(PMLA)targetingha-
wala operators and
accommodation entry oper-
ators accused of routing "fake"
transactions into actress Ranya
Rao'saccounts.Shewasarrested

in a gold smuggling case earlier.
Defending Parameshwara,

the state Congress President
said, "he might have gifted
aroundRs15-25lakhtoRaodur-
ing some family event or mar-
riage, but that doesn't mean he
encouraged her to indulge in il-
legal activities like smuggling."

GROWTH AUCTIO
N.C

OM




