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3-mtr wide crater at
Pak’s Murid air base

SATELLITE IMAGES: It is located just 150 kms from Line of Control

IANS
NEW DELHI

Pakistan’s Murid air base suf-
fered extensive damages, in
May 10 strikes by the Indian
Air Force (IAF), destroying
not just its buildings and con-
crete structures but also dam-
aged the underground facility
at the vital air station, fresh
satellite images revealed on
Wednesday.

The high-resolution satel-
lite images shared by the Intel
Lab on X, shows a three-
metre wide crater, just 30
metres from one of the two
entrances at the strategic air
base. The damages to build-
ings and rooftops of struc-
tures at the Murid air base, a
hub of Pakistani drone and
missiles, have already been
documented in the satellite
imageries, earlier.

The fresh satellite images
have been shared on X by the
defense analyst Damien
Symon. He has been instru-
mental in digging out details
of destruction at Pakistan’s

crucial airbases – from struc-
tural to underground com-
plex damages.

"This complex is heavily
protected with double fenc-
ing, has its own watchtowers
and access control, thus mak-
ing it a high-value target. This
site might have been made to
withstand any bombardment
and might have served as

storage for special equip-
ments or as shelter for per-
sonnel,” said Damien Symon,
geo-intelligence researcher at
the Intel Lab.

The Murid air base is a for-
ward operating base of Pakis-
tan, located just 150
kilometres from the Line of
Control. It is situated in Pakis-
tan's Chakwal, supporting the

Sargodha air base and the
Nur Khan air base in Rawal-
pindi, both serving as for-
ward locations for Pakistan’s
air force.

The damages to under-
ground complex at Murid air-
base also gets ascertained
from the previous and after
satellite images, of May 10
military strikes.

Delhi HC warns
Saket Gokhale
of civil
imprisonment
IANS
NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court on
Wednesday asked Trinamool
Congress Rajya Sabha
member Saket Gokhale as to
why he should not be sent to
civil prison over his failure to
pay Rs 50 lakh as damages in
a defamation case to former
diplomat Lakshmi Puri, wife
of Union Minister Hardeep
Singh Puri.

A single-judge Bench of
Justice Manmeet Pritam
Singh Arora was hearing a
plea filed by former diplomat
Lakshmi Puri seeking execu-
tion of the judgment passed in
July last year.

The Delhi High Court had
ordered the Trinamool leader
to pay Rs 50 lakh damages in
a defamation case filed by
former diplomat Lakshmi
Puri. It had also directed Gok-
hale to publish an apology in a
newspaper and on his social
media platform X within four
weeks for publishing wrong
and unverified allegations.
Further, the Delhi HC had di-
rected that the apology tweet
published on Gokhale’s X ac-
count should be retained for
six months.

Kerala mulls
legal action
against
capsized ship
IANS
KOCHI

Five days after the Liberian-
flagged vessel MSC ELSA 3,
which sank in the Arabian
Sea, close to the Kerala coast
near Kochi, the state govern-
ment has sought expert
opinion to take legal action
against the ship.

On Saturday, the ship, en
route from Vizhinjam to
Kochi port, capsized approxi-
mately 14.6 nautical miles
(about 27 km) off the Thottap-
pally coast.

Around 100 containers had
fallen into the sea, and a day
later, with the ship sinking to
the bottom of the sea, the re-
maining near about 500 con-
tainers also sank with it.

State Fisheries Minister Saji
Cherian told IANS that the ac-
cident has caused undue
worries to the fishing com-
munity as fishers have been
asked not to fish in the area.

Moreover, the minister
added that those engaged in
exporting seafood products
are also on tenterhooks.

Fresh satellite images have been shared on X by the defense analyst Damien Symon

Sena (UBT) leader warns
to blacken Rahul’s face
over Savarkar remark

Army chief witnesses
demos of indigenous
drone warfare systems

IANS
BABINA

Chief of Army Staff (COAS)
General Upendra Dwivedi
witnessed high-tech demon-
strations of indigenous Un-
manned Aerial Systems (UAS),
Counter-UAS technology, and
Loitering Munitions at the
Babina Field Firing Ranges in
Uttar Pradesh, the Indian
Army said on Wednesday.

In a post on X, the Army

stated, "General Upendra
Dwivedi, COAS, witnessed
cutting-edge demonstrations
of indigenous UAS, Counter-
UAS and Loitering Munitions
on 27 May 2025 at Babina
Field Firing Ranges."

"These capabilities will sig-
nificantly enhance oper-
ational efficiency, force
protection and precision en-
gagement across varied ter-
rains," the statement further
read.

Army Chief General Upendra Dwivedi during a visit to
the Babina Field Firing Range in Uttar Pradesh

PTI
NASHIK

A local office-bearer of the
Shiv Sena (UBT) on Wednes-
day said he would blacken
Rahul Gandhi's face for his
`derogatory' comments about
freedom fighter Vinayak Da-
modar Savarkar, drawing a
strong reaction from Congress
leaders in Maharashtra.

The remark by Bala Darade,
a deputy city unit chief of the
Uddhav Thackeray-led party
in Nashik, could put the op-
position alliance Maha Vikas
Aghadi (MVA) under strain.

"We are proud that we live

in the birthplace of Swatan-
trya-veer Savarkar. Rahul Gan-
dhi's statement about
Savarkar, calling him 'Mafi-
veer', was insulting. We con-
demn it strongly. We will
blacken Rahul Gandhi's face if
he comes to Nashik. If we can
not do that, we will pelt stones
at his convoy," Darade told a
Marathi news channel on the
occasion of the birth anniver-
sary of the Hindutva ideo-
logue.

The Sena (UBT) is an ally of
the Congress in the MVA, and
the two parties are also part of
the INDIA grouping of the Op-
position.

Parcel bomb as
wedding gift: Man gets
life term for killing 2
PTI
BHUBANESWAR

A lecturer was sentenced to
life imprisonment by a court
in Odisha's Bolangir district
on Wednesday for killing
two persons, including a
groom, by sending a parcel
bomb as a wedding gift.

Punjilal Meher, a lecturer
at Jyoti Vikas College in
Bhainsa, had a professional
enmity with the groom's
mother at the college where
she worked as the principal.
Due to this reason, Punjilal
hatched the conspiracy to kill
her son Soumya and sent the
bomb as a wedding gift in
2018, the police said.

Sonali Pattanaik, Addi-
tional District and Sessions
Judge, Patnagarh, has con-
victed the accused Punjilal
Meher (56) and sentenced
him to life imprisonment,

government counsel Chittar-
anjan Kanungo said.

The court convicted him
under Sections 302 (murder),
307 (attempt to murder) and
201 (destroy evidence of a
crime) of IPC and Sections 3
and 4 of the Explosive Sub-
stances Act, he said.

The court sentenced life
imprisonment under two
sections, 10 years of im-
prisonment under two
charges and seven years im-
prisonment under another
charge. Kanungo said that all
the sentences would run
concurrently.

DRI seizes heroin,
methamphetamine,
worth Rs 23.5 cr
PTI
NEW DELHI

Directorate of Revenue Intelli-
gence (DRI) has seized heroin
and methamphetamine tablets
worth around Rs 23.5 crore in
two separate operations in the
North-East, and arrested four
drug traffickers.

With the assistance of 19 BN
Assam Rifles, theI intercepted
a truck at Noney, Manipur, on
NH-37 on May 21, and seized
569 grams of heroin and 1,039
grams of methamphetamine
tablets. The packets containing
the contraband drugs were
found concealed in a specially
fabricated cavity/ chamber on
the truck's chassis.

The packets containing the
drug were deeply concealed in

a specially built/fabricated cav-
ity on the truck's bedload floor.

In another operation, theI,
with the assistance of Assam
Rifles FIU Unit Silchar,
intercepted a truck at Aloi-
cherra, Hailakandi District,
Assam, on May 22, 2025 and
seized 2,640.53 grams of heroin

"The recovered contraband
drugs, worth around Rs 23.5
crore in the international grey
drug market, have been seized
under the NDPS Act, 1985, and
four persons have been ar-
rested," a finance ministry
statement said.

Since January,I has seized
contraband like ganja, meth-
amphetamine tablets and her-
oin worth Rs 173 crore and
arrested 26 people in the North
Eastern Region, it added.
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