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RAPE & BLACKMAILING | Youth had befriended the teenager girl

Girl allegedly raped, forced to
convert; cleric among 3 held
FP News Service
SEHORE

Three men, including two
brothers and a mosque’s Hafiz
(cleric) were arrested for al-
legedly raping a 19-year-old
college student in a village
under Ahmedpur police juris-
diction and forcing her to
convert to Islam, said police
on Thursday.

A case under relevant sec-
tions of law, including the
POCSO Act, has been regis-
tered against the accused, as
per the Ahmedpur police.

According to the com-
plaint, the incident took place

in 2024. Zubair Mansuri alias
Rafiq Mansuri befriended the
girl and later coerced her into
visiting his house by threaten-
ing to reveal their relation-
ship. There, he allegedly

raped her and began press-
urising her to convert to Islam
and adopt its religious prac-
tices, including wearing a
burqa.

The victim’s further alleged

that Zubair’s brother Shoaib
caught them in a compromis-
ing position and subsequently
blackmailed her with threats
of leaking videos. He too alleg-
edly sexually assaulted her.
When she informed Zubair
about Shoaib’s actions, he dis-
missed her concerns, re-
portedly saying, “This is
normal in our religion.”

The girl also claimed that in
2024, Zubair took her to his
house where Hafiz Arif, a
cleric from the local mosque,
was present. The Hafiz alleg-
edly told her to stop worship-
ping in temples and instead
recite the Kalma. He re-

portedly renamed her Zainab
Qureshi and promised her
marriage with Zubair on
adopting Islamic customs. 

Distressed and traumat-
ized, the victim informed her
family and subsequently
lodged an FIR with the
Ahmedpur police. Acting
promptly, the police arrested 
Zubair, Shoaib and Hafiz Arif.

Sehore SDOP Pooja Sharma
confirmed the arrests, saying
that a case had been regis-
tered against the accused
under the POCSO Act and
other relevant sections of law.

Further investigation is
underway.

FP News Service
CHHATARPUR

Farmers from Sandni village
staged a strong protest outside
the NTPC office on Panna
Road on Thursday, alleging be-
trayal over land acquisition.
They claimed that despite
promises made at the time of
acquisition, neither proper
compensation was provided
nor commitments like em-
ployment and rehabilitation
were fulfilled.

The agitating farmers said
NTPC had assured one job per
affected family, a bonus of Rs 5
lakh per acre, and rehabilita-
tion. However, they alleged
that none of these promises
have materialized. Protesters
also raised serious allegations
of bribery against NTPC
supervisor Betlal Tiwari, ac-
cusing him of demanding
money in exchange for com-
pensation and threatening vil-
lagers.

“No one listens to us. The of-
ficials gave jobs to their own

people while ignoring the af-
fected villagers,” said Punya
Pratap Singh Bandni. Adding
to their frustration, the
farmers said that instead of ad-
dressing the issue, security
personnel merely recorded vi-
deos of the protest. After re-
ceiving no response from
NTPC, the farmers submitted
a memorandum at the Collec-
tor’s office, pressing for an im-
mediate resolution.

Khargi Ahirwar, leading the
sit-in, said the protest would
continue until their 14-point

demand charter is fulfilled.
They also demanded that
NTPC GM Vijayvargiya per-
sonally address their concerns
and that the accused super-
visor be removed.

Responding to the allega-
tions, Betlal Tiwari said he was
only the security in-charge
and not authorised to disburse
compensation. “If anyone has
proof, they should come for-
ward,” he added, stating that
proceedings are ongoing and
pending payments might be
cleared in 15–20 days.

Farmers protest outside NTPC office
over compensation, unfulfilled promises

Man arrested, ganja
worth Rs 1.84L seized
FP News Service

ASHTA

The police claimed to have
confiscated 11.5 kg of ganja
worth Rs 1.84 lakh from a
house in Bhanwara village in
the early hours of Wednesday.

A team led by the police sta-
tion in charge, Girish Dubey,
raided the house of 65-year-old
Balmukund Parmar in Bhan-
wara village and arrested him.
The Ashta police launched a
drive against the drug peddlers
following instructions from
Superintendent of Police
Deepak Kumar Shukla.

FP News Service
SATNA

A fire broke out in a cotton go-
down in the Tikuriya Tola area
in the city on Wednesday.

A column of black smoke
emanating from the godown
caused panic among the resi-
dents of the area.

Some pedestrians informed
the municipal corporation
about the incident.

The civic body sent six fire
engines soon after getting in-
formation about it.

But it was difficult for the
firemen to douse the flames.
They had to struggle for three
hours to bring the blaze under
control.

According to locals, a fire
broke out in the godown last
year, too. The firefighters took
two days to douse the flames.

The residents of the area de-

manded the owner of the go-
down shift it from the residen-
tial area.

There are factories in the
residential areas in the city,
which barely pay any attention
to fire safety norms.

There is no fire-fighting
equipment in those factories,
residents said.

The police said the loss
caused by the fire could not be
estimated.

Fire breaks out in cotton
godown in Satna city area
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KATNI

The district administration is
restoring the ponds, construc-
ting and preserving water
bodies in the district as part of
the state government’s Jal
Samvardhan Abhiyan.

The government sanc-
tioned a sum of Rs 25,000 to
construct a well-recharge pit

in Lalitpur village in Rithi Pan-
chayat under MNREGA Yojna.

The pit will increase the
water level of the well.
The rainwater is stored in the
pit.

The collected water is fil-
tered through a system and
then allowed to slowly sip into
the ground.

The process increases the
ground water level. The well,

bore wells and hand pumps do
not dry in the summer.

To construct such pits, one
had to identify a place where
rainwater collects.

The cost of a recharge pit
varies depending on its width,
depth and height.

According to sources, the
cost of constructing a standard
pit is between Rs 25,000 and
Rs 55,000.

Pit dug up to recharge well in Katni village

BERASIA
Rajendra Saxena
takes charge as
Berasia CMO
Newly appointed Chief Mu-
nicipal Officer (CMO) Ra-
jendra Saxena officially took
charge at Nagar Palika Par-
ishad and was warmly wel-
comed by President
representative Kuldeep
Singh Rathore and council-
ors. Saxena emphasized
cleanliness and timely resol-
ution of public issues in his
first staff meeting. Along-
side him, Ayushi Bhavsar,
Deputy Engineer (Electri-
cal), and Deepak Chauhan,
Deputy Engineer (Civil), also
assumed charge. The event
saw the presence of Vice
President Harinarayan
Kushwaha, councilors, and
several Nagar Palika em-
ployees who greeted the
new officials with garlands
and sweets.

NARMADAPURAM
Collector Meena
feted for excellence
in rural tourism devpt
Collector Sonia Meena has
been honored by Chief Min-
ister Mohan Yadav for her
exemplary contribution to
the Rural Tourism Mission
in Madhya Pradesh. During
the "Rural Rang Tourism
Sang" event organized by
the MP Tourism Board, she
received a letter of appreci-
ation for achieving 100% im-
plementation of the
homestay construction pro-
ject in the district. Under her
leadership, the initiative has
become a model for sus-
tainable rural tourism
boosting local employment,
preserving culture, and of-
fering tourists an authentic
village experience.

BAIRASIA
MLA Vishnu Khatri
demands new bridge
on Parvati River
MLA Vishnu Khatri met
PWD Minister Rakesh Singh
on Wednesday, demanding
approval for a new bridge
over the Parvati River at
Mengra Naveen on the
Bairasia-Narsinghgarh
road. Khatri submitted a
demand letter, highlighting
that the existing bridge is
damaged and traffic is
completely halted. He
warned that the temporary
route will also be inaccess-
ible during the rainy sea-
son, cutting off the area.
Khatri urged immediate
action to begin construc-
tion and also discussed the
need for new roads in the
Bairasia constituency.

Class 5, 8
re-examination
results today
Our Staff Reporter
BHOPAL

The result of board pattern 
re-examinations of class 5th 
and 8th conducted by Rajya 
Shiksha Kendra (RSK) will be 
declared on Friday.  

According to the official re-
lease issued by the Kendra, the
result will be released on the
examination portal from 3 pm.
More than 86,000 students of
Class 5 and around 1,24 lakh
students of Class 8 of govern-
ment, non-government
schools and registered madra-
sas of the state took the exam-
ination that were conducted at
322 centers in the state be-
tween June 2 and 9.
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