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Be facilitators of growth,
PM exhorts civil servants
Asksbureaucratstorampupthepaceandscaleofreformsacrosssectors
ARCHIS MOHAN
NewDelhi,21April

C ivil servants in India must trans-
form themselves into enablers,
expanding their role from being

merely thekeeperof rulebooks tobecom-
ing facilitators of growth, said Prime
Minister (PM)NarendraModionMonday.

Inhis40-minutepep talk to thecoun-
try’s top civil servants on the occasion of
the National Civil Services Day at the
national capital’sVigyanBhavan, thePM
said the world was changing at a rapid
pace, and India’s bureaucracy and poli-
cymaking couldnot operate on outdated
frameworks.

Heurged themtobecome tech-savvy,
adapt to contemporary challenges, and,
mostof all, follow themantraof “Nagarik
DevoBhava”andbesensitive to theneeds
of the poor.

Modi said there was a time when the
bureaucracy’s rolewas thatof a regulator,
which “controlled the speech of indus-
trialisation and entrepreneurship”. “But
the country has moved beyond this
thought process. Today, we are busy cre-
ating an environment to promote an
entrepreneurial spirit in citizens and
helping themcrossbarriers,” thePMsaid.

Modi pointed at the example of the
MSME(micro, small, andmediumenter-
prises) sector,whichhesaidwas the foun-
dationof thegovernment’s “manufactur-
ingmission”.Hesaid thecountry’syoung
entrepreneurs and its MSMEs had a his-
toric opportunity, given the changes tak-
ing place in the world.

“It is essential in such a scenario that
we become more competitive in the
global supplychain,”hesaid,adding,how
even a small country with better “ease of
compliances” would compete strongly
with India’s startups.

“If the objective of Indian industry is
to make globally best products then
India’sbureaucracy’s objective shouldbe
toprovide theworld’sbesteaseofcompli-
ances environment.”

Modi said this was the time for civil
servants to “reimagine reforms” and

increase the “pace and scale of reforms”
across sectors.

“Infrastructure development, renew-
able energy, internal security… or if the
objective is to reducecorruption, (the roll-
out of) social-welfare schemes, or
Olympic sports,weneed tocarryoutnew
reforms in every sector.”

The PM said the world was keen on
investing in India, and it was incumbent
on all to ensure this opportunity was not
lost. “Wehave to reduce thepossibility of
red tapeat every level—state, district, or
block — and only then would we be able
to achieve our targets in states, districts,

and blocks,” he said.
“Thepoliciesweareworkingontoday,

the decisions we are taking, are going to
shape the future of the next 1,000 years,”
the PM said.

In the past 10 years India has pro-
gressed from incremental change to
impactful transformation, and the
country's governance model is now
focused on next-generation reforms,
leveraging technology and innovative
practices, he emphasised. “In the age of
technology,governance isnotaboutman-
agingsystems, it isaboutmultiplyingpos-
sibilities,” he said.

The PM highlighted rapid advance-
ments inartificial intelligenceandquan-
tum physics, asking civil servants to pre-
pare for this technological revolution.
However, he also observed: “No matter
how technology-driven the world
becomes, we should never forget the
importance of human judgement.”

The PM noted this year’s theme of
Civil Services Day was “Holistic
Development of India”, which is a com-
mitment to ensure that no village, no
family, and no citizen was left behind,
adding that true progress was not about
small changesbut about achievinga full-
scale impact.

He said quality in governance was not
determined by the mere launch of
schemesbutbyhowdeeplytheseschemes
reached the people and their real impact.

Modi said food, water, and energy
security remained major issues, particu-
larly for theGlobalSouth,andunderlined
the need to develop localised strategies
andbuildresilience to tackle theseemerg-
ing global issues. “Every time you prior-
itise integrity over convenience, innova-
tion over inertia, or service over status,
you propel the nation forward,” he said.

Since2006, theNationalCivil Services
Day is being marked every year on April
21. It was on this day in 1947 that Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel referred to civil ser-
vants as the “steel frame of India”, while
addressing the probationers of
AdministrativeServicesOfficersatDelhi’s
Metcalf House.

Nanosulphurcansolve low
mustardyieldissue:Scientist
SANJEEB MUKHERJEE
New Delhi, 21 April

Can extensive use of nano sulphur solve
India’s perennial problem of low oilseed
yields, which is a major hindrance in the
country’s journeytowardsself-sufficiency?

Well, scientists fromTERIclaimitcan.
TERIscientistsclaimthatthenanosul-

phur developed by them increases yield
of mustard by 30-40 per cent from 1,156
kilogram (kg) per acre (with regular prac-
tice) to1,559kgperacre (around3.7 tonnes
per hectare) and increases oil content by
28-30 per cent. DMH-11, the genetically-
modified mustard, increases average per
hectare yield by 10-40 per cent in various
multi-site trials conducted so far.

Existingmustardvarietiesgiveanaver-
ageperhectareyieldofaround1-1.8 tonne,
reports show.

“Our research found nano sulphur to
give similar yield enhancement as DMH-
11 using conventional (non genetically-
modified) varieties,” Pushpalata Singh,
associate director, nano commercial pro-
duction at TERI told Business Standard.

Mustardwaschosentotest theefficacy
of nano sulphur because sulphur in soil
helpsmustardgethigheryieldandhigher
oil content. “To improve oil content in
mustard,oneneedsagoodamountofsul-
phur,” Singh said. Field studies by TERI
suggested that use of nano sulphur on
mustard crops leads to increased plant
height,branches,chlorophyllcontent,and
biological yield. It also replaces up to 50
per cent of traditional sulphur fertilisers
and can lead to an additional earning of
up to ~12,000per acre for farmers.

Explaining the trial method, Singh,
whohadbeenleadingtheresearchinnano

fertilisersatTERI, saidthat toevaluatethe
bio-efficacy of nano sulphur, trials were
conducted on two Indian varieties of
Brassica juncea (mustard) in the 2023-24
rabi season inGurugram,Haryana.

She said that two foliar sprays of nano
sulphur inliquidformwereappliedonthe
cropat 35 and50days after sowing.

The outcome of the study demon-
strated that nano sulphur can substitute
up to 50 per cent of traditional sulphur,
while providing significant benefits in
termsof increasingplantheight,branches,

chlorophyll content of leaves, andbiolog-
icalyield.“Consideringtheminimumsup-
portpriceofmustard inHaryana, farmers
can generate additional revenue of
(approximately)~12,000peracre.Thecost
benefitwouldhelpsmall farmerscompen-
sate for the cost of alternative fertilisers
likenanosulphurandanycost associated
with foliar application,” Singh said.

She added that nano sulphur could
prove to be a boon for oilseed crops in
India as studies show that almost 41-45
per cent of soils in India are deficient in
sulphur.“Bulkof thesesoilsare inMadhya
Pradesh, Maharashtra, Gujarat and
AndhraPradesh,allofwhicharemajoroil-
seedproducers,” Singh said.

Nano sulphur also solves the problem
of leeching that conventional sulphurhas
duetowhichitbypassestherootsandgoes
through the soft sandy soil.

“Also, if the soil is compact, conven-
tional sulphur gets trapped and does not
reach the roots adequately,” she said. “All
this does not happen in foliar application
of nano sulphur. “In other words, if we
apply nano sulphur through seed treat-
ment, almost 90-100 per cent is available
for theplant,while incaseofconventional
sulphur(wherethereisnoseedtreatment),
just around 10-15 per cent is available,”
Singh said. The scientists further claimed
that one major difference between nano
products currently available, like nano
urea and nano diammonium phosphate
and thenano sulphur developedby them
is that the latter isacompletelygreenpro-
duct that uses biological agents like plant
promoting bacteria that secrete enzymes
andmetabolites.

Moreonbusiness-standard.com

DrPushplata Singh, associatedirector,
nano commercial productionatTERI, said
their research foundnano sulphur gives
similar yield enhancement asDMH-11
using conventional (non-GM)varieties
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FormerCongresspresident
RahulGandhihascitedthe
exampleofMaharashtra
Assembly elections to
allegethat theElection
Commission(EC) is
“compromised”and“there
issomethingwrongwiththe
system”. Speakingin
Boston,US, theLeaderof
OppositionintheLokSabha
claimedmorepeoplevoted

intheMaharashtrapolls.
“TheECgaveusavoting

figurefor5.30pm,and
between5.30pmand7.30
pm,6.5millionvotersvoted.
Thisisphysicallyimpossible
tohappen.Foravotertovote,
ittakesapprox3minutes,and
ifyoudotheMath,itwould
meanthattherewerelinesof
voterstill2am,butthisdid
nothappen,”hesaid. PTI

HittingoutatBJPMPNishikantDubey
forhis“Muslimcommissioner”barb,
formerchiefelectioncommissioner
SYQuraishionMondaysaidhebelieves
inanideaofIndiawhereanindividualis
definedbyhiscontributions,and

assertedthat“forsome,religious
identitiesareastapletoforwardtheir
hatefulpolitics”.Quraishiassertedthat
India“has,is,andwillalwaysstandup
andfight”foritsconstitutional
institutionsandprinciples. PTI

EightMaoists, includingatoprung
centralcommitteememberofthe
extremistscarryingabountyof
~1croreonhishead,werekilledinan
encounterwithCoBRAcommandosof
theCRPFandpoliceinBokaro
districtofJharkhandonMonday,
officialssaid.

Thosekilledincludecentral
committeememberoftheextremist
PrayagManjhialiasVivek,specialarea
committeememberArvindYadavalias
Avinash,zonalcommitteemember
SahebramManjhialiasRahulManjhi,
MaheshManjhialiasMota,Talu,Ranju
Manjhi,GangaramandMahesh.

Vivekcarriedabountyof~1crore,
ArvindYadavhadarewardof~25lakh
andSahebramMajhiof~10lakh.They
werebookedbythepoliceinvarious
casesofviolence, theofficialssaid.
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IFTHEGOALOFINDIANINDUSTRYIS
TOMAKEGLOBALLYBESTPRODUCTS,
THEN INDIA’SBUREAUCRACY’S
OBJECTIVE SHOULDBETOPROVIDE
THEWORLD’SBEST EASEOF
COMPLIANCESENVIRONMENT”
NARENDRA MODI, PrimeMinister


