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carryingoutOperationSindoor,
he said “Our government gave
free hand to all three armed
forces. Together they created
such a trap that Pakistan was
forcedtogodownonitsknees”.

Noting that Pakistan had
tried to target the Nal air base
in Bikaner but could not cause
any damage to it, he said in
contrast “No one knows when
Pakistan’s Rahimyar Khan
air base will open again. It is in
ICU. The attack has destroyed
it”. 

“Pakistan can never win a
direct fight against India.
Wheneverthereisadirectfight,
Pakistanhastofacedefeatagain
andagain.ThatiswhyPakistan
has made terrorism a weapon
to fight against India,” he said.

Modi recalled his public ral-
ly in Rajasthan’s Churu after
the 2019 Balakot airstrike, and
said he had then stated that,
“Saugandh mujhe is mitti ki,
mein desh nahi jhukne dunga,
mein desh nahi mitne dunga
(he had taken a vow that he
would not let the country
down)”.

“Today, from the land of
Rajasthan, I want to say to the
countrymen that those who
had set out to erase sindoor
have been wiped out. Those
who shed the blood of
Hindustan have paid for every
drop of it. Those who were
proudoftheirweaponsarenow

buried under a pile of rubble,”
he said. 

“This is not a game of
vengeance, but this is a new
formofjustice,thisisOperation
Sindoor. This is not just anger,
this is the fierce form of a capa-
ble India. This is the new form
of India,” he said.

Referring to the 2016 surgi-
cal strikes and the Balakote air
strike, Modi said earlier India
carried out attacks by entering
into their houses but now the
attack was directly on their
chest. 

He said Pakistan used to
spreadterror,kill innocentpeo-
ple and create an atmosphere
offearinIndia.“Now,Modi, the
servantof‘MaaBharti’, isstand-
ing here with his head held
high.Modi’smindremainscool
but his blood is hot,” he said.

“AndifPakistancontinuesto
export terrorists, it will have to
beg for every penny. Pakistan
willnotgetIndia’srightfulshare
ofwater.Playingwiththeblood
of Indians will cost Pakistan
dearly. This is India’s resolve
and no power in the world can
shake us from this resolve,” he
said.

ThePrimeMinisterobserved
that security and prosperity
both are necessary for the cre-
ation of a developed India.

“This is possible only when
every corner of India becomes
strong,” he added.

‘Sindoor’ turned into...

@uaetolerance in Abu Dhabi.
Reaffirmed their commitment
to combat terrorism in all its
forms and manifestations,”
said the Indian Embassy in the
UAE.

“They highlighted the ethos
of harmony and tolerance of
India and UAE,” it added and
posted photos from the meet-
ing. The delegation also met
Dr Ali Alnuaimi, Chairman of
Defence Affairs, Interior &
ForeignAffairsCommittee,and
“theyunderscoredIndia-UAE’s
shared resolve for zero toler-
ance against terrorism,” the
Embassy said.

Earlier, the delegation led by
ShindemetAhmedMirKhoori,
member of the UAE Federal
National Council at Abu Dhabi
and conveyed India’s strong
resolve to counter state-spon-
sored terrorism originating
from Pakistan soil.

Shinde said in a post in X:
“We proudly shared India’s
decisive success with
‘Operation Sindoor’ and high-
lighted the ongoing terrorism
threats emanating from
Pakistan”.

Besides Shinde, the delega-
tion comprises Manan Kumar
Mishra (BJP), Sasmit Patra
(BJD),ETMohammedBasheer
(IUML), S S Ahluwalia (BJP),
AtulGarg(BJP),BansuriSwaraj
(BJP), former diplomat Sujan
R Chinoy, and India’s ambas-

sadortotheUAESunjaySudhir.
“We are taking a firm stand

for global security and respect
forinternationalpeace,”Shinde
said.

The delegation led by Jha to
Japan includes BJP MPs
Aparajita Sarangi, Brijlal,
Pradhan Barua and Hemang
Joshi, Congress leader and for-
mer external affairs minister
Salman Khurshid, TMC MP
Abhishek Banerjee, CPI(M)’s
John Brittas, and former
ambassador Mohan Kumar.

“All-Party Parliamentary
Delegation met H E Mr Takeshi
Iwaya, Foreign Minister of
Japan. India’s national con-
sensus and resolute commit-
ment to combat terrorism in
all forms was reaffirmed. FM
reiterated Japan’s support to
India’s fight against terrorism
andexpressedappreciationfor
the restraint shown by the
Indian side. He called for pun-
ishing the perpetrators of ter-
ror activities,” said a post on X
by India’s Embassy in Japan.

Thedelegationalsometwith
Yoshihide Suga, Japan’s former
prime minister and chairman
of Japan India Association.
“India’s commitment to com-
bating cross border terrorism
was reaffirmed. HE Mr Suga
reiterated Japan’s strong com-
mitment to support India in its
fight against terrorism,” the
Embassy said in another post.

(Contd from page 1)
capture of waqf properties. The gov-
ernment cannot dictate what issues
can be raised,” Sibal said.

The petitioners at the present stage
sought interim orders on three key
issues.

One of the issues related to the pow-
er to denotify properties declared as
waqf by courts, waqf-by-user or waqf
by deed.

The second issue was over the com-
position of state waqf boards and the
CentralWaqfCouncil,wheretheycon-
tend only Muslims should operate
except ex-officio members whereas
the last one is over the provision stip-
ulating a waqf property won’t be treat-
ed as a waqf when the collector con-

ducts an inquiry to ascertain if the
property is government land.

On April 25, the Union Ministry of
Minority Affairs filed a preliminary
1,332-page affidavit defending the
amended Waqf Act of 2025 and
opposed any “blanket stay” by the
court on a “law having presumption
of constitutionality passed by
Parliament”.

The Centre notified the Waqf
(Amendment) Act, 2025 last month
after it got President Droupadi
Murmu’s assent on April 5.

The bill was cleared by Lok Sabha
withthesupportof288memberswhile
232 MPs were against it. The Rajya
Sabha saw 128 members voting in its
favour and 95 against it.

(Contd from page 1)
observed pacing outside the museum before the shooting,
walkedintothemuseumaftertheshootingandwasdetained
by event security, Smith said.

When he was taken into custody, the suspect began chant-
ing, “Free, free Palestine,” Smith said. 

She said law enforcement did not believe there was an
ongoing threat to the community. 

The stunning attack prompted Israeli missions to beef up
their security. The shooting comes as Israel has launched
another major offensive in the Gaza Strip in a war with
Hamas that has heightened tensions across the Middle East
and internationally.

“These horrible DC killings, based obviously on anti-
semitism, must end, NOW!” President Donald Trump post-
ed on social media early Thursday. “Hatred and Radicalism
have no place in the USA.”

Israeli Ambassador to the US Yechiel Leiter said the two
people killed were a young couple about to be engaged, say-
ing the man had purchased a ring this week with the intent
to propose next week in Jerusalem. Their identities were not
immediately made public.
NETANYAHU ‘SHOCKED’: ISRAELI Prime Minister
Netanyahu’s office said Thursday he is “shocked” by the
“horrific, antisemitic” shooting of two staff members of the
Israeli embassy in Washington.

“We are witnessing the terrible price of antisemitism and
wild incitement against Israel. The blood libels against Israel
are costing blood and must be combated to the bitter end,”
he said in the statement.

Netanyahu said he had instructed Israeli missions around
the world to beef up security.

Two staff members of the Israeli embassy in Washington
were shot and killed Wednesday evening while leaving an
event at a Jewish museum, and the suspect yelled, “Free, free
Palestine” after he was arrested, police said.

The two victims, a man and a woman, were leaving an
event at the Capital Jewish Museum when the suspect
approached a group of four people and opened fire,
Metropolitan Police Chief Pamela Smith said at a news
conference.   

All-party delegations... SC reserves interim...

2 staff members...

NEW DELHI, May 22 (PTI) 

THE National Investigation Agency
(NIA) has chargesheeted two more
accusedinthe2022Keralacaserelat-
ing to recruitment of youth into the
armed wing of the banned CPI
(Maoist) terrorist organisation, an
official statement on Thursday said.

The supplementary charge sheet
has been filed before the NIA spe-
cial court in Ernakulam against R
RagavendranaliasRaghavendraand
B G Krishnamurthy alias Vijay alias

Babanna, it said. 
The chargesheet was filed in

the case registered suo moto by the
NIA in February 2022 related to
recruitment of cadres into the CPI
(Maoist) and its armed wing
PLGA (People’s Liberation Guerrilla
Army). 

It also involved organising camps
to further the activities of the Maoist
organisation and its frontal outfit
with the aim of destabilising the
country, said the statement issued
by the probe agency. 

NEW DELHI, May 22 (PTI) 

THECBIhasfiledachargesheetagainst
former Jammu and Kashmir Governor
SatyapalMalikandsevenothersincon-
nection with alleged corruption in the
award of Rs 2,200-crore civil works for
Kiru hydropower project, officials said
Thursday. 

The agency has
filed its chargesheet
after three years of
probe before a spe-
cial court naming
Malik and his two
aides Virender Rana
and Kanwar Singh
Rana, they said. 

The other persons
namedinthechargesheetincludedthe
then Chenab Valley Power Projects Pvt
Ltd (CVPPPL) managing director M S
Babu, its directors Arun Kumar Mishra
and M K Mittal, managing director of
construction firm Patel Engineering
Ltd Rupen Patel and private person
Kanwaljeet Singh Duggal, the officials
said.

In a message on ‘X’ on Thursday,
Malik said he was admitted in the hos-

pital and not in a condition to talk to
anyone. 

TheformerGovernorsaidhewasget-
tingcallsfrommanywell-wisherswhich
he was unable to take. 

The CBI had conducted searches at
thepremisesofMalikandothersincon-
nection with the case in February last
year.

The case pertains to
the alleged malprac-
tices in the award of the
contract worth about
Rs 2,200 crore of civil
worksoftheKiruHydro
Electric Power (HEP)
Project to a private
company in 2019, the
CBI had said after the

registration of the FIR in 2022.
Malik, who was the Governor of

Jammu and Kashmir from August 23,
2018 to October 30, 2019, had
claimed that he was offered a
Rs300-crorebribeforclearingtwofiles,
including the one pertaining to the
project.

He denied allegations of corruption
against him after the agency conduct-
ed search operation last year.

CBI chargesheets 
former J&K Governor
Malik and 7 others

KIRU HYDEL CORRUPTION CASE

NIA chargesheets two accused for
recruiting into armed wing of CPI

BIHAR PAYS TRIBUTE TO
MARTYRED HAVILDAR
SANTOSH YADAV: THE
mortal remains of
Havildar Santosh Yadav,
who laid down his life dur-
ing a counter-terror oper-
ation in Nowshera, Jammu
andKashmir,werebrought
to his native village,
Ismailpur Bhatta. 

As his body reached
home, schoolchildren, vil-
lagers, and residents gath-
ered on the roads, chanti-
ng slogans of “Shaheed
Santosh Yadav Amar Rahe”
and waving the Tricolour
to honour the valiant
soldier.
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