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Eight killed in
car-tractor
collision
PTI
KATIHAR

Eight people died and two
others were injured in a head-
on collision between a car and
a tractor in Bihar's Katihar
district, police said on Tues-
day. The car passengers were
returning from a wedding
function when the accident
took place Sameli block office
on the intervening night of
Monday and Tuesday, they
said, adding that efforts are on
to identify the victims.

It is learnt that at least eight
persons, all men, died and two
others were injured when an
SUV in which they were travel-
ling collided head-on with a
tractor coming from the oppo-
site direction on the NH-31
near the Sameli block office.

14 killed in rain-related incidents in Gujarat
PTI
AHMEDABAD

At least 14 persons have died
in rain-related incidents as
thunderstorms, along with
strong winds and dust
storms, battered several
parts of Gujarat, officials
said on Tuesday.

The India Meteorological
Department (IMD) has fore-
cast thunderstorms with
lightning and strong winds
of up to 50-60 kmph across
the state for the next few
days.

As many as 168 out of 253
talukas in the state received
unseasonal rains in the last
24 hours, with Kheda, Gan-
dhinagar, Mehsana and Va-
dodara districts getting 25 to
40 mm rains, the State
Emergency Operation
Centre (SEOC) said in its up-
date.

Officials said strong winds
uprooted trees, hoardings,
and pillars, and parts of
houses collapsed in several
districts, leaving many in-
jured.

According to the SEOC,
thirteen persons died in
rain-related incidents such
as lightning, electrocution,
and collapse of trees, houses
and hoardings in Ahmeda-
bad, Anand, Kheda, Dahod,
Aravalli and Vadodara dis-
tricts of Gujarat on Monday,
and one person died in light-
ning strike in Ahmedabad's
Viramgam on Sunday.

Four deaths were re-
ported in Kheda district,
three in Vadodara, two each
in Ahmedabad, Dahod and
Aravalli, and one in Anand
district, it stated.

Four persons died as trees
fell on them, while two were
killed after coming under

hoardings. Two died due to
electrocution, three due to
lightning, and three others
after parts of houses fell on
them, the SEOC said.

More than a dozen huts
were destroyed in a fire as
strong winds caused it to
spread rapidly at Limkheda
in Dahod district, officials
said.

The India Meteorological
Department (IMD) has fore-
cast thunderstorms with
lightning and strong winds
of up to 50-60 kmph across
many parts of the state over
the next few days.

Isolated parts of Banask-
antha, Kutch, Sabarkantha,
Aravalli and Anand districts
are likely to receive heavy
rainfall in the next three
days, it said.

Daytime temperatures
dropped in parts of Gujarat
due to unseasonal showers.

China will veto any
resolution against
Pakistan: Tharoor
ANI
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

As the United Nations Se-
curity Council held a closed
door session in New York,
holding deliberations amid
growing tensions between
India and Pakistan, Con-
gress leader Shashi Tha-
roor said on Tuesday that
he does not expect "any-
thing specific" from the
meeting, as any resolution
against Pakistan will be ve-
toed by China, a permanent
member of the UN body.

Tharoor, a fomer UN di-
plomat also said that any
resolution against India
will be objected to and ve-
toed by multiple countries
and mentioned that there is
not much that might come
from the meeting, maybe

just a statement urging for
peace and raising concerns
over terrorism.

"I am quiet confident
that the UNSC will not pass
a resolution criticising Pak-
istan because China will
veto it, they will not pass a
resolution criticising us as
many countries will object
to it and probably veto it,"
Tharoor, a Lok Sabha MP
from Thiruvananthapuram
said.

BANDOBAST BEFORE BATTLE?
ATTACK AFTERMATH| | Entire nation awaits justice: Rahul tells Narwal kin

FPJ NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI

Mock drills, the first of their
kind since 1971, have been
ordered by the central gov-
ernment amid escalating
tensions with Pakistan fol-
lowing the recent terror at-
tack in Pahalgam, Jammu
and Kashmir. FPJ decodes…
step by step…

It may be noted that such
drills were not ordered
even during the Kargil con-
flict in 1999, a conventional
military engagement that
stayed largely confined to
border zones. The current
exercise, however, is nation-
wide and civilian-centric,
suggesting that the per-
ceived threat is both
broader and deeper.
IMPLICATIONS

Pre-War Posturing:
Though termed a “mock
drill,” the nature of the exer-
cise suggests a country
bracing for possible con-

flict. These are not just dis-
aster readiness exercises;
they simulate war-like scen-
arios.

Psychological Prepared-

ness: By involving civil-
ians—students, volunteers,
and local authorities—the
drills instil a sense of ur-
gency and awareness.

Ashish Singh
MUMBAI

The National Investigation
Agency (NIA), in coordination
with central intelligence
agencies, including the Re-
search and Analysis Wing
(RAW), has intensified its inves-
tigation into the recent terror
attack in Pahalgam, Jammu
and Kashmir. The focus has
now shifted to The Resistance
Front’s (TRF) suspicious retrac-
tion of its earlier claim of re-
sponsibility, an act officials say
exemplifies a new digital guer-
rilla warfare strategy.

TRF, a Pakistan-based proxy
oftheLashkar-e-Taiba(LeT), in-
itially claimed responsibility for
the pahalgam attack via ob-
scure social media platforms
such as Chirpwire and Masto-
don, using a handle called
'Kashmir Conflict'. However,
three days later, the group is-
sued a denial through a newly
created Telegram channel, al-
leging a “coordinated cyber in-
trusion” had led to the false
claim.

Investigators believe this se-
quence is part of TRF’s evolving
digital guerrilla warfare strat-
egy, described by officials as a

'Tactical Disinformation Strat-
egy'. The group’s modus oper-
andi includes making initial
claims through obscure propa-
ganda channels to gain notor-
iety, followed by quick
retractionstoconfuseinvestiga-
tors and complicate attribution.
Asenior intelligenceofficertold
The Free Press Journal on con-
dition of anonymity, that. “This
is part of a broader hybrid war-
fare model. The objective is to
operate in the digital grey zone,
where traditional violence,
cyber deception, and psycho-
logical operations converge to
form a new battlefield.”

NIA, RAW probe TRF’s digi-deception 
Rajesh Moudgil
CHANDIGARH

Congress leader Rahul Gan-
dhi on Tuesday met with the
family of Navy officer Lt Vinay
Narwal, who was killed in the
recent terror attack in Pahal-
gam and condoled his death.

Haryana in-charge B K
Hariprasad, state president
Udai Bhan and Rohtak MP
Deepender Hooda and few
other party leaders accom-
panied Gandhi who reached
Karnal in the afternoon. He
spent around one and half
hours with the family and de-
parted at around 2.15 pm.

Gandhi, who did not inter-
act with the newspersons,
took to X and said: ``I met
the bereaved family of Lt

Vinay Narwal ji who was mar-
tyred in the Pahalgam attack
and shared their grief and
consoled them’’.

He said “the whole country
stands with the family of the
martyrs’’ and reiterated that
the opposition is firmly
aligned with the government
on the matter of national se-
curity.

Rahul meets Narwal kin

RahulexcommunicatedfromHinduism
forinsultingManusmriti:Saraswati
PTI
HARIDWAR

Shankaracharya Swami Avi-
mukteshwaranand Saraswati
on Tuesday said Leader of Op-
position in the Lok Sabha
Rahul Gandhi has been ex-
communicated from Hin-
duism for insulting the
Manusmriti. Describing the
Manusmriti as the foundation
of Sanatan Dharma, he said
Rahul Gandhi had insulted it in
some context in the Lok Sabha.

He said the decision to ex-
communicate the Congress
leader from Hinduism was
taken after he did not re-
spond to a notice issued by
the Math for insulting the
Manusmriti nor offer an
apology for it.

“Rahul Gandhi has been
formally excommunicated
from Hinduism by the Shan-
karacharya Math,” the Shan-
karacharya of Jyotirpeeth
Badrinath Dham announced
at his Math in Kankhal.

“He was also given a notice
in this regard by the Shanka-
racharya Math, but he neither
apologised for it nor gave any
reply to the notice. That is
why he has been formally ex-
communicated from Hin-
duism by the Shankaracharya
Math,” the Shankaracharya
said.
Rahul Gandhi's remark
on Manusmriti

In a Parliament session ear-
lier this year, Rahul Gandhi
had blasted the Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party, claiming that they
followed the Manusmriti and
not the Constitution of India.

In a scathing attack on the
government, he referenced
his visit to Hathras, where he
met the family of an alleged
gang-rape victim.

Gandhi said, “The culprits
are roaming around and the
girl’s family are confined at
home. Where is it written in
Constitution that the culprit
will roam free? This is written
in your book Manusmriti."

Nitish discusses poll strategy
with BJP ministers
Dheeraj Kumar 
PATNA

Bihar chief minister Nitish 
Kumar on Tuesday held a brain-
storming session with ministers
from BJP quota at his official 
residence, 1, Anne Marg, in the 
state capital and discussed im-
plementation of various devel-
opment schemes and strategy 
for the coming state assembly 
election. 

Nitish`s meeting with BJP 
ministers lasted for around one 
hour as CM asked them to accel-
erate the pace of execution of de-
velopment schemes. 

With an objective to bolster 
the image of his government 
further, Nitish also held dis-
cussions with BJP ministers 
about the implementation of the 
centrally-sponsored devel-
opment schemes and execution 
of schemes sanctioned during 
his ‘Pragati Yatra’, which covered 

almost the entire Bihar. 
Meanwhile, BJP has also 

chalked out a comprehensive 
plan to persuade around three 
crore Biharis living outside to 

come to the state and cast their 
votes in the coming assembly 
election. A decision to that effect 
was taken in a meeting held at 
the BJP state office.  

Dheeraj Kumar
PATNA

Police on Tuesday baton charged
a mob of job aspirants when they
were protesting outside the offi-
cial residence of Bihar chief min-
ister Nitish Kumar at 1 Anne
Marg in state capital to press for
their demands, including pub-
lication of supplementary results
of teacher recruitment examin-
ation (TRE-3).

Protesters claimed that several
students were injured in the po-
lice action, but officials denied it.

The aspirants of the teacher re-
cruitment examination (TRE-3)
said that they had been staging
protests for the last four months,
but no positive response has
come from the government.

The trouble started after the
protesters carrying placards and
banners in their hands refused to
vacate the prohibited area de-
spite several warnings by offi-
cials. Instead, protesters started
shouting slogans against the gov-
ernment and Bihar Public Ser-
vice Commission (BPSC), which
conducted the examination.

Job aspirants baton charged,
Tejashwi blasts govt
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