
AIRPORT NOD, GOLD CAPSULE IN
GUT AND A SMUGGLING EMPIRE

MORADABAD SHOCKER: The criminal syndicate has sent shockwaves in law enforcement circles

Biswajeet Banerjee
MORADABAD

At the bustling gates of
Dubai International Airport,
a smuggler walks nervously
toward the metal detectors.
His stomach churns — not
from fear, but from the six
capsules of pure gold
packed inside him. Just be-
fore he reaches the security
line, an airport staffer

scratches his ear, then
slightly raises his hand. That
is the signal. The smuggler is
quietly waved through,
without any scan, without
questions. What seems like
a minor gesture opens the
door to a sprawling inter-
national gold smuggling
racket — one that has now
been blown open by the Mo-
radabad police.

On May 23, the arrest of

four men in Moradabad has
uncovered a criminal syn-
dicate so vast and organized
that it has sent shockwaves
through law enforcement
circles across India and
beyond. Investigators be-
lieve nearly 150 men —
mostly poor and unem-
ployed youth from Tanda
town in Rampur district —
have been used as human
mules, their bodies turned

into smuggling vessels to
transport gold from Dubai

into India, right under the
noses of international secur-

ity agencies.
“They are poor and are

lured with dreams of lux-
ury, foreign travel, and
quick money,” said Super-
intendent of Police (City)
Ranvijay Singh, who is
heading the probe. “But the
truth is, these men are
being exploited. They are
risking their lives to make a
handful of rich people
richer.”
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The smuggling network
is backed by an eco-
system of financiers —

jewellers, travel agents, cor-
rupt officials, and even doctors
— all profiting from this
human risk.

One of the arrested
smugglers, Zulfikar, has re-
portedly made over 40 trips to
Dubai over the past seven
years. He told police that
everything was paid for — air-
fare, hotel stay, meals — and
that he would receive Rs
20,000 to Rs 30,000 per trip,
often in cash. “They treat us
well,” he said during question-
ing. “We feel like VIPs. But
they do not care what happens
to us after we deliver.” Zulfi-
kar’s statement is telling. The
syndicate does not just use

these men — it grooms them,
turns them into loyal couriers,
and discards them when they
are no longer useful. For many
of the young men from Tanda,
where jobs are scarce and pov-
erty runs deep, this smuggling
route is seen as a ticket out.

“What choice do we have?”
said a local youth from Tanda,
speaking anonymously.
“There are no jobs, no fac-
tories, no hope. They tell us we
will go to Dubai, stay in AC
rooms, and come back with
gold and money. Who would
not say yes?”

Senior Superintendent of
Police Satpal Antil, who is
overseeing the investigation,
said that what has been un-
covered so far is just the tip of
the iceberg.

The system is meticu-
lously planned.
Smugglers are given

fresh passports, flown to Dubai
on pre-paid tickets, and
checked into lavish hotels —
often the kind of places they
could only dream of back
home. Once in Dubai, they are
fed and housed, then trained to
swallow oblong capsules of
gold — each weighing between
30 and 35 grams. Some
smugglers carry up to eight
such capsules inside their
stomachs. The human body
becomes a courier service, fly-
ing back to India undetected.

“The capsules are coated
with special materials so they
don’t show up on scans,” Singh
explained. “At the airport, they
bypass metal detectors be-
cause they are not scanned as
individuals. Their baggage
might be checked, but not
their bodies. That is where the
inside man at the Dubai air-
port comes in. Without that
signal, they could be caught.”

Each trip nets about a
quarter kilogram of smuggled
gold — a significant quantity

given the demand in India’s
black market. Once the
smugglers land, they are taken
to secret safe houses across
western Uttar Pradesh, includ-
ing locations in Moradabad
and Rampur. These places
have specially constructed
toilets with fine steel mesh to
retrieve the capsules after they
pass through the body. The
gold is cleaned, sometimes
melted down, and then
handed over to financiers or
jewellers.

Dr. Shahbaz Alam, a gastro-
enterologist from Moradabad,
warned of the extreme medi-
cal risks involved in such
smuggling. “This is not just
dangerous — it is potentially
fatal,” Dr. Alam said. “If even
one capsule leaks or ruptures
inside the stomach, it can cause
internal bleeding, organ dam-
age, or poisoning. The acid in
the stomach is powerful. These
young men are literally gamb-
ling with their lives.”

He added that in certain

cases, the capsules get lodged
and do not pass naturally. “We
have heard reports of doctors
being bribed to conduct illegal
surgeries to extract them. This
is medical malpractice of the
worst kind.”

In February 2025, Moham-
mad Alam, a resident of Tan-
dola locality in Rampur,
complained of severe abdomi-
nal pain. He was taken in for
emergency surgery, but tragi-
cally died during the oper-
ation.

CAPSULE INGESTION AND MEDICAL RISKS

Police arrests one of the financers Zahid

Inside the Syndicate

Gold capsules recovered from stomach X-ray shows gold capsules in stomach

'NIRMAM
SARKAR'
ALIPURDUAR (WB)

Launching a blistering attack
on the TMC government in
West Bengal, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Thursday
accused it of fostering viol-
ence, corruption and law-
lessness, and asserted that
the people in the state are
yearning for change to get
rid of the 'nirmam sarkar'
(cruel government). Ad-
dressing a public rally in
north Bengal's Alipurduar,
Modi cited the recent inci-
dents of communal violence
in Murshidabad and Malda
as grim reminders of the
TMC regime's "cruelty and
indifference" towards the or-
dinary citizens. "Today, West
Bengal is grappling with a
series of crises. People don't
want 'Nirmam Sarkar'. They
want change and good gov-
ernance. That is why the
whole of Bengal is saying that
they don't want cruelty and
corruption anymore," the
prime minister said.

‘Politicising
Op Sindoor’
PTI
KOLKATA

West Bengal Chief Minister
Mamata Banerjee on Thurs-
day accused Prime Minister
Narendra Modi of attempting
to gain political mileage out of
Operation Sindoor - the
Centre's military response to
the April 22 Pahalgam attack.
Banerjee also asserted that
herparty, theTrinamoolCon-
gress, was ready to go to polls
as early as tomorrow, refer-
ring to Bengal BJP chief and
Union minister Sukanta Ma-
jumdar's 'Operation Bengal'
remark about "throwing the
TMC in the Bay of Bengal in
next year's assembly elec-
tions". "What PM said today is
not only shocking but unfor-
tunate... He and his party
leaders have suggested 'Oper-
ation Bengal' like Operation
Sindoor at a time when the
entireoppositionisrepresent-
ing the country on the world
stage (to support the Centre's
anti-terror stand)," she said.

Akash Yadav, Anushka's
bro, expelled from RLJP
Online Report
PATNA

The Rashtriya Lok Janshakti Party (RLJP) expelled Akash Yadav
for six years on Thursday (May 29). Yadav has been removed
from his post, citing the current political scenario in Bihar, said
the RLJP official statement. Akash is the elder brother of
Anushka Yadav, with whom Lalu Prasad Yadav's elder son Tej
Pratap, allegedly claimed on social media to have been in a 12-
year relationship. Akash Yadav earlier responded to a contro-
versy that erupted around Tej Pratap Yadav, son of Lalu Prasad
Yadav, after he allegedly claimed on social media to have been
in a 12-year relationship with Anushka Yadav. However, he later
claimed that his account was hacked. Akash said that it's a
matter of privacy between two individuals and that they should
discuss it themselves. He also cautioned RJD supremo Lalu Pra-
sad Yadav against being influenced by outsiders, suggesting that
this has led to problems within the family."

Gaurav Vivek Bhatnagar
NEW DELHI

The Congress on Thursday
claimed that it has heard that
the BJP-led government at
the Centre was planning to
call a special session of the
Parliament in June to com-
memorate the 50th anniver-
sary of Emergency and
termed the move an attempt
to “divert attention” from
pressing issues such as the
failure to prevent the Pahal-
gam terror attack and to
avoid a discussion on Oper-
ation Sindoor for which the

Opposition had sought a
special session.

Raising the issue, Congress 
MP and general secretary 
Jairam Ramesh said his party 
heard that the special session 
has been called on June 25-26 
to mark the 50th anniversary 
of the Emergency for which 
the BJP often still attacks the 
Congress. However, Ramesh 
insisted that “an undeclared 
Emergency has been in force 
in our country since 2014 
(when the BJP government 
under Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi first came to 
power).” 

Cong: Parl session on
Emergency a distraction

Two Indian
soldiers to be
honoured
posthumously
at UN
IANS
NEW DELHI

Brigadier Amitabh Jha and
Havildar Sanjay Singh will be
posthumously awarded the
prestigious Dag Hammarsk-
jold Medal by the UN in New
York in recognition of their
supreme sacrifice in the ser-
vice of global peace, a de-
fence official said on
Thursday.

The official informed that
Brigadier Amitabh Jha was
attached to the United Na-
tions Disengagement Ob-
server Force (UNDOF).

“Brigadier Jha was over-
seeing the delicate ceasefire
arrangements in the Golan
Heights, while Havildar
Singh was deployed with the
United Nations Stabilisation
Mission in the Democratic
Republic of Congo (MON-
USCO),” he said.

The defence official
pointed out that Havildar
Singh worked to stabilise
conflict-affected regions in
Africa. The medals to the
fallen Indian hero will be
presented on May 29, which
marks the International Day
of United Nations Peace-
keepers at the UN Head-
quarters in New York.

Since 1948, around 4,300
peacekeepers have lost their
lives while serving under the
UN flag.
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