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The14-daymissionwill“realise
the return” to human space-
flight for India, Poland and
Hungary.
The Axiom-4 mission was

originallyscheduledforlaunch
on May 29. It was first post-
ponedtoJune8andlatertoJune
10. On June 10, the launchwas
postponedby adaydue tobad
weather in the flight path.
Addressing a pre-launch

press conference on Monday,
SpaceXVice PresidentWilliam
Gerstenmaier said that engi-
neers had fixed some snags in
the Falcon-9 rocket that were
discoveredduringthestaticfire
test and had gone unnoticed
during the post-flight refur-
bishment of boosters.

Gerstenmaiersaidthatengi-
neers had discovered a locks
leak that was previously seen
on the booster during its entry
onthelastmissionandwasnot
fully repairedduring the refur-
bishment.
“We are continuing to trou-

bleshoot that. We should get
that completed today and we
will have that back in configu-
ration.Weareinstallingapurge
that will essentially mitigate
theleakif itstillcontinues...On
the launch day,” he had said.
Gerstenmaiersaidengineers

had also discovered an engine
5thrustvectorcontrolproblem
and the components associat-
edwith that have alreadybeen
changed.

64.3 per cent of India’s popu-
lation, i.e. over 94 crore peo-
ple, are now covered under at
leastonesocialprotectionben-
efit.
DirectorGeneralILOpraised

India’sfocussedwelfarepolicies
for the poor and labour class
underPrimeMinisterNarendra
Modi’s leadership.
ILO’s Criteria for Scheme

Consideration for each coun-
try include that the scheme
shouldbe legislativelybacked,
in cash and be active, and ver-
ified time series data of last
three years has to beprovided.
Whileholdingabilateraldis-

cussion with the Director
General, ILO, Gilbert F.
Houngboonthesidelinesofthe
International Labour
Conference (ILC), India’s
Minister of Labour and
Employment, Mansukh
Mandaviyahighlightedthepro-
poor and labour welfare
schemes undertaken by the
ModiGovernmentoverthepast
11 years.
The Minister also apprised

DGILOaboutthenational-lev-
el Social Protection Data
Pooling Exercise that has been
carriedoutbytheGovernment
in collaboration with the ILO.
Mandaviya said, “This

remarkable achievement
stands as a testament to the
visionary leadership of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
the relentless efforts of the
Government in building an
inclusive and rights-based
social protection ecosystem.
The increasemarks the fastest
expansion in social protection
coverageworldwide,reflecting
theGovernment’s unwavering
commitmentto‘Antyodaya’i.e.,

empowering the last mile and
fulfilling the promise of leav-
ing no one behind.”
The present figure reflects

only Phase I of the data pool-
ing exercise. This phase
focussedonbeneficiarydataof
Central sector schemes and
women-centric schemes in
selected 8 States.WithPhase II
and further consolidation
underway, it is expected that
India’s total social protection
coveragewill soon surpass the
100-crore mark upon verifica-
tion of additional schemes by
the ILO.
India is also the first coun-

try globally to update its 2025
socialprotectioncoveragedata
in the ILOSTATdatabase, rein-
forcing its leadership in digital
governance and transparency
in welfare systems.
Moreover, the increase in

SocialProtectionCoveragewill
furtherstrengthenIndia’sglob-
alengagements,particularly in
finalising Social Security
Agreements (SSAs)withdevel-
oped nations.
These agreements will

ensure the portability of social
protection benefits for Indian
professionalsworkingoverseas,
while offering partner coun-
triesthetransparencyrequired
for mutual recognition frame-
works.Thiswill further bolster
India’s position in trade and
labour mobility negotiations
by showcasing a credible and
robustsocialprotectionregime.
Mandaviya is leading an

Indian delegation to Geneva,
Switzerland, from10th to 12th
June 2025 to participate in the
113th session of the
International Labour
Conference (ILC) of the ILO.

on both sides reaching a deal
onChina resumingsuppliesof
rare earth metals, the key ele-
ments needed tomanufacture
mobile phones, semiconduc-
torsandmissiles,besidesauto-
mobile production.
Following the talks, US

Commerce Secretary Howard
Lutnick said the deal between
thetwocountriesshouldresult
in restrictions on rare earth
minerals and magnets being
resolved.
While China blocked rare

earth exports, the US restrict-
edBeijing’s access toUSgoods
such as semiconductors and
other related technologies
linked to artificial intelligence
(AI).“Wehavereachedaframe-
worktoimplementtheGeneva
consensus,” Lutnick told the
media, according to a BBC
report.
“Once the presidents

approve it, wewill then seek to
implement it,” he said.
Rare earths are a group of

metals consisting of 17 ele-
ments.Thoughpresent in sev-
eral counties, their extraction
is costly and messy, causing
massive amountsof pollution.
According to the

International Energy Agency,
China accounts for 61per cent
of globalminedrareearthpro-

ductionbutcontrols92percent
of the global output.
Ahead of talks with the US,

China last Saturday approved
a certain number of export
license applications for rare
earth-related metals.
The approval was granted

considering rising global
demandformediumandheavy
rare earth elements driven by
industriessuchasroboticsand
new energy vehicles, a
spokesperson of the Ministry
of Commerce said in Beijing.
China’srecentrestrictionson

the exports of key metals
causedwidespreaddisruption
in the manufacturing of auto-
mobiles and semiconductor
chips in a host of countries,
including India.
While China is negotiating

withtheUSandtheEU,Beijing
reportedlyhasnotyetrespond-
ed to India’s request to resume
exports of the key rare-earth
elements.
The shortageswere so acute

that Japan’s Suzuki stopped
production of its Swift model,
according to reports from
Tokyo.
Trump’slatestpostsfollowed

a phone call between Xi and
him last week leading to the
talksbetweenthetwocountries
in London.

second term in 1996 General
Election and was elected in
1998, 1999General Election as
acandidateoftheINCfromthe
Rajgarh Lok Sabha con-
stituency.
Singhswitchedpoliticalalle-

giance, joining the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP), and was
elected to the 14th Lok Sabha
(2004-2009) fromRajgarh. But

he lost theelection for the15th
Lok Sabha, when Congress
defeated BJP in Rajgarh con-
stituency. He returned to the
Congress in January 2013.
Hebeganhispolitical career

from the Raghogarh
Municipality in 1987. In July
2010, Laxman Singh was
expelled from the primary
membership of the BJP.
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Shikara wallas take part in a ‘Shikara Race’, organised to promote tourism in the Valley, more than a
month after the Pahalgam terror attack, at Dal Lake in Srinagar, on Wednesday. (PTI)

IMPHAL, June 11 (PTI)

A MEMBER of the Meitei outfit
Arambai Tenggol was appre-
hended for allegedly firing at
security personnel during the
recent protests in Manipur over
the arrests of a leader of the
organisation and four others,
police said onWednesday.
19 others were also detained

for their alleged involvement in
violenceduringdemonstrations
in Imphal, a senior officer said.
The Arambai Tenggol member
was arrested on Tuesday as he
was accused of firing at security
personnel when they were try-
ing to clear a roadblock in Tera
Sapam area in ImphalWest dis-
trict on June 9, the officer said.
“The assailant, an Arambai
Tenggol cadre, namely Raj
@Boinao Pangeijam (39), was

arrestedbyManipurPolicealong
with theweaponof offence (pis-
tol),” the police said. Protesters,
belonging to Arambai Tenggol,
attacked security forces while
theyweretryingtocleartheroad-
block at Tera Sapam, in Imphal.

■ Delhi Bureau
NEW DELHI, June 11

THECabinetCommitteeonEconomic
Affairs, chaired by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, approved on
Wednesday two railway projects cov-
ering seven districts in Jharkhand,
Karnataka and Andhra Pradeshwith a
total cost of Rs 6,405 crore.
One of them is the doubling of the

133-km-long Koderma-Barkakana
track which not only passes through a
major coal-producing area of
Jharkhand but serves as the shortest

and a more efficient rail link between
Patna andRanchi.The secondproject
is the doubling of the 185-km Ballari-
Chikjajur track that traverses through
Ballari and Chitradurga districts of
Karnataka and Anantapur district of
Andhra Pradesh. The approved mul-
ti-tracking project will enhance con-
nectivity to approximately 1,408 vil-
lages,whichhaveapopulationofabout
28.19 lakh. These are essential routes
f o r
transportationofcommoditiessuchas
coal, iron ore, finished steel, cement,
fertilizers, agriculture commodities,

Delhi will
not witness
flood-like
situation in
2025: CM
Gupta
NEW DELHI, June 11
(PTI)

DELHI Chief
Minister Rekha
Gupta on
Wednesdayassured
residents that the
national capitalwill
not experience a
flood-like situation
in 2025, stating that
her Government is
fully prepared.
Gupta made the

announcement at a
meeting regarding
flood controlmeas-
ures held at the
Delhi Secretariat.
“DelhiGovernment
is fully prepared.
Twoyearsago, there
werefloodsinDelhi.
Thegatesofthebar-
rage did not even
open at that time.
But nowweare pre-
pared.”, she said.

NEW DELHI, June 11 (ANI)

LIEUTENANT General BKGM
Lasantha Rodrigo, Commander
of the Sri Lanka Army, paid trib-
ute to Indian soldiers at the
National War Memorial in New
Delhi and reviewed a ceremoni-
al Guard of Honour at South
Block, reflecting the strong
defence ties between India and
Sri Lanka.
Taking to X, ADG PI - Indian

Army Stated, “Lieutenant
General BKGM Lasantha
Rodrigo, Commander of the Sri
Lanka Army, in a solemn cere-
mony, paid tributes to the
#Bravehearts by laying a wreath
at National War Memorial
#NWM, #NewDelhi. He also
reviewed an impressive Guard
of Honour at the #SouthBlock.”
The post added, “The cere-

moniesreflectedthesharedmil-
itary ethos and camaraderie
betweenthetwonations,under-
scoring the strongandenduring
defence ties between India and
Sri Lanka.” Reinforcing these
strong bilateral relations, last
month,ExternalAffairsMinister
S Jaishankar met with a delega-
tionofparliamentarycolleagues
from Sri Lanka who were visit-

ing India for thePRIDECapacity
Building Program. He appreci-
ated their condemnation of ter-
rorism and their expressions of
sympathy regarding the
Pahalgam attack, highlighting
the growing mutual trust and
cooperation beyond military

engagement.
He also discussed India’s

Neighbourhood First policy,
emphasising the importance of
strong people-to-people ties in
fostering regional cooperation.

In a post shared on X,
Jaishankar said, “Had a warm
interaction with parliamentary
colleagues from Sri Lanka visit-
ing India for thePRIDECapacity
Building Program. Appreciate
theircondemnationofterrorism
andexpressionsof sympathyon

the Pahalgam attack. Discussed
ourNeighbourhoodFirstpolicy,
underpinnedbystrongpeopleto
people ties. Reiteratedour com-
mitment to Sri Lanka’s develop-
ment and progress.”

NEW DELHI, June 11 (PTI)

INDIA’S anti-corruption
ombudsmanLokpalrecentlysaid
corruptioncomplaintsnotinthe
prescribed format will not be
entertained.
In a circular dated June 5, it

saidtheLokpaldidnothavepow-
er to review its orderswhile not-
ing“increasinginstancesofcom-
plainants desirous of a recon-
siderationof theverdictgivenby
it”. A corruption complaint can
be made in the office of the
Lokpal of India in person, by
handatthereception/registryof
its office, by post; or online.
The complaints received in

LokpalofIndia,byanymode,that
are not in prescribed form shall
not be entertained at any level
and would be filed without any
action, according to the circular
on procedure for dealing with
the complaints received in the
anti-corruption ombudsman.
“There are increasing

instances of complainants
desirous of a reconsideration or
review of the orders passed by
the Lokpal of India,” it added.
The circular went on, “It is a

settled position of law, that the

power of review cannot be exer-
cised by a statutory body unless
the statute specifically confers
such power. The (Lokpal and
LokayuktasAct)Actof2013does
not confer such express power
of review to the Lokpal.” The
ombudsmanalsoaskedthecom-
petent authority, mandated to
tender comments based on
material, information and doc-
uments collected during pre-
liminaryinquiry,nottoprejudge
the merits of allegations.
It found that the competent

authority had been expressing
opinion about the truthfulness
of the allegations under consid-
eration instead of comments
about theexistenceornon-exis-
tence of the relevant facts.
“It is thus observed that they

are prejudging the merits of the
allegations even before the
inquiryiscompleted,”thecircular
said. The Lokpal upon receiving
complaints has two options --
order a preliminary inquiry to
ascertain whether there exists a
prima facie case for proceeding
in the matter or direct an inves-
tigation into the allegations by
an agency including the Central
Bureau of Investigation.

Lieutenant General BKGM Lasantha Rodrigo, Commander of the
Sri Lanka Army, pays homage at the National War Memorial during
his visit to India, in New Delhi, on Wednesday. (PTI)

Sri Lanka Army Chief pays tribute at War
Memorial, reviews Guard of Honour in Delhi
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prescribed format won’t
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