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KAR ‘NATAK’: Sidda to ‘pick pockets’
of boozers to fund sops opera

HIC, HIC NO HURRAH | Prices of IML have gone up by 10% to 20%, depending on
the slab; popular beer brands have also seen a hike of ₹10 to ₹20 per bottle

Vinay Madhav Gowda
BENGALURU

While planning a grand
function to earmark two
years in power, fulfilling all
the election promises of ex-
tending `guarantee’
schemes to people, cash-
stripped Karnataka govern-
ment has turned again to the
liquor lovers to mop up the
revenue to fund these
schemes.

While the government
has increased the liquor
price for the fourth time
during the last two years, it
is also planning to increase
the liquor license renewal
fee for the traders by 100%.

The state government de-
cided to levy Additional Ex-
cise Duty of 5% on beer and
IML. The AED on Beer
would go from 195% to 200%,
while the other IML lovers
will be forced to shell out Rs
10 to Rs 25 more for 180 ml of

liquor.
Two years ago, the Con-

gress stormed to power with
promises of guarantee
schemes, including Anna
Bhagya (10 kg free rice),
Gruha Lakshmi (Rs 2000 per
month for all women), free
bus for women, free power
and other promises. How-
ever, mounting adminis-
trative costs forced the

government to look for
other avenues to mop up ad-
ditional revenue, as the
centre turned down its re-
quest for assistance. Since
then, the government
started looking for other
taxable sources to mop up
additional revenue.

This year, the government
had given a Rs 38,600 crore
target to the Excise Depart-

ment, which was revised to
Rs 40,000 crore. The depart-
ment calculations showed
that it would have fallen
short of the target, despite
the previous price hike, re-
sulting in levying additional
5% of AED.

According to officials,
prices of IML have gone up
by 10% to 20%, depending on
the slab. Popular beer
brands have also seen a hike

of 10 to 20 per bottle,
with further markups ex-
pected in bars and restaur-
ants.

Consumers will now have
to shell out an extra 10- 15
on the MRP while drinking
at licensed establishments.
The government has revised
rates under slabs 1 to 4 out of
the 16 IML pricing slabs.

For instance, the Slab 1
Quarter bottle increased

from 65 to 80, while slab
2 prices have been revised
from 80 to 95. The slab 3
and 4 are increased by 10
to 15 each. On an average,
a quarter bottle of liquor
now costs Rs 10 to Rs 25
more, while full bottles are
dearer by Rs 50 to Rs 100,
depending on the brand
and category. Apart from

liquor, the government has
also decided to increase the
liquor license renewal
price by 100 per cent from
this year. The last time the
liquor license renewal
price was revised was in
2016-17. The liquor serving
establishments would
transfer this increase also
on the consumers.
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GUARANTEE SCHEME ALLOCATION
In 2023-24: Rs 36,000 crore

In 2024-25: Rs 52,000 crore
DEPARTMENT-WISE SHORTFALL
(as of December-end)

Education Department

Allocated: Rs 37,452 crore

Released: Rs 24,199 crore

Pending: Rs 13,253 crore

Women & Child Development

Allocated:
Rs 35,611 crore
Released:
Rs 22,053 crore
Pending:
Rs 13,558 crore

At the moment, the government is collecting over
Rs 700 crore through renewal of licenses. This
year, it is targeting to collect over Rs 1400 crore

from over 12,000 different types of licenses. The hike
would come into existence from July 1.

TASMAC scam: TN throws
weight behind state babus

Chennai: Tamil Nadu Excise Minister S Muthusamy on
Saturday alleged the Enforcement Directorate ha-

rassed state government officials in the probe over its alle-
gation of a scam in state-run TASMAC and violated
procedures mandated by the Supreme Court.
The minister accused the central agency of “political ven-
detta” and strongly condemned it and assured all legal
measures against it. Also, Muthusamy said the govern-
ment would firmly back the state officials at all times.

NEW DELHI

Duststorms,
rainDelhi-NCR
forthirdday
Dust storms and strong
winds swept across Delhi
and adjoining NCR cities
such as Noida and Ghazia-
bad on Saturday, marking
the third consecutive day of
turbulent weather in the
region. The sudden and in-
tense weather activity up-
rooted trees, damaged
infrastructure, and dis-
rupted traffic in several
areas. In Noida, heavy rain-
fall accompanied by gusty
winds caused significant
damage. Trees were up-
rooted in multiple sectors,
with some falling on
parked vehicles.

ALAPPUZHA(KERALA)

FIR against
CPI(M) neta
in ballot case
A case under various
provisions of the Repre-
sentation of People (RP)
Act and the IPC was on Fri-
day registered against
CPI(M) veteran G Sudha-
karan in connection with
his recent remarks claim-
ing that postal ballots were
opened during the 1989 Al-
appuzha Lok Sabha elec-
tion. Sudhakaran, in a
purported video aired on
TV channels, can be heard
making the controversial
remarks during a gather-
ing of former NGO Union
leaders here on Wednes-
day. It prompted the Elec-
tion Commission to launch
a probe into the matter
and the CPI(M) veteran's
statement was recorded
on Thursday by EC offi-
cials.

Jobless teachers’
protest enters
third day amid
tight police vigil
Kolkata: Around 1,000
jobless teachers con-
tinued their sit-in out-
side the Bikash Bhavan,
the state education de-
partment headquarters,
in Kolkata's Salt Lake
for the third day on Sat-
urday, amid a strong
police vigil. They de-

mand that CM Mamata
Banerjee come to the
demonstration site and
hold an in-person dis-
cussion to end the im-
passe created by the
Supreme Court order,
invalidating the ap-
pointment of 25,753
teachers and non-teach-
ing staff in state-aided
schools and termed the
entire selection process
"vitiated and tainted".

A man dressed as Rabindranath
Tagore joined the protest of school
teachers on Saturday

Dalit girl gang-raped
on way to school
PTI
SULTANPUR

A 14-year-old Dalit girl was
allegedly raped by three
youths, including a minor,
when she was on her way to
school here, police said on
Saturday.

According to police, the
incident occurred on Friday
morning when the survivor,
a student of Class X, was on
her way to school. The 15-
year-old accused, sitting in a
car, met her and made her
sit in the vehicle under the
pretext of dropping her off
at school.

However, they then drove
her around and mid-way
two other accused, Pradeep
(18) and Saurabh (18),
boarded the vehicle and
took her to a room where
they tied and gagged her,
and raped her, police said.

When she regained con-
sciousness, after about an
hour, the accused had fled.
She then called for help. The
rape survivor first informed
her aunt about the incident
who informed her other
family members.

The police arrested two
accused and detained the
third on Friday. The arrested
accused were sent to judicial
custody for 14 days, Addi-
tional Superintendent of Po-
lice Akhand Pratap Singh
said.
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