
AAP-side of Ludhiana win
POLL POURRI | Arora’s win paves way for one of top AAP leader’s entry into RS
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Even as ruling AAP candidate
and sitting Rajya Sabha
member Sanjeev Arora on
Monday won the high-stakes
Ludhiana West assembly by-
election with a big margin of
over 10,000 votes defeating
Congress’ former minister
Bharat Bhushan Ashu, the
seat was being seen as a tough
challenge for ruling AAP as
Ashu had won it twice – 2012
and 2017. AAP in a strategic
move, was first to announce
the name of its Rajya Sabha
member Arora, a first-timer,
who did not have any past
political baggage. The voters
went with AAP with about 19
months left for the 2027 state
assembly polls.

AAP’s win came as a big
morale boosters for it after the
party faced a drubbing in the
Delhi assembly polls in Feb-
ruary.
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AAP candidate Sanjeev Arora celebrates after winning
the Ludhiana West by-election, Punjab on Monday

BALLOT SHEET

An AAP Rajya Sabha member, Arora finished with
over 35,179 votes while Ashu, a former minister,
could get 24,542 votes.

n BJP’s Jiwan Gupta, finished third with 20,323 votes,
Shiromani Akali Dal’s Parupkar Singh Ghuman came
fourth with 8,203 votes.
n Fourteen candidates were in the fray.

AAP BETTER, CONG WORSE
n Of the total 90,160 votes polled, Arora got 39.02% and
Ashu, 27.22%, Gupta, 22.54% and Ghumman vote share
was 9.1%.
n In 2022, AAP’s vote share was 34.46% and Ashu’s,
28.06%. Likewise, while BJP’s vote share was 23.95%,
SAD’s vote share improved from 2022’s 8.58%.

NOT GOING TO RS: KEJRIWAL
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With AAP’s nomi-
nee and sitting
Rajya Sabha
member, Sanjeev
Arora winning the
high-stakes Lud-
hiana West as-
sembly bypoll, the
political focus now
shifts to the
Elders seat, he
will vacate.
Pertinently, Opposition
leaders had been claim-
ing that the by-elec-
tion was

“engineered’’ to create a
vacancy in Rajya Sabha

and pave a way for
Delhi former chief
minister and party

national convener
Arvind Kejriwal’s

entry into Rajya
Sabha, a presump-

tion, the AAP had
vehemently de-
nied.
Rumours are also
agog that Arora

would be inducted
as a minister in the
chief minister Bhag-
want Mann’s Cabinet

soon.

Guj: Cong chief quits
Gujarat Congress president Shak-
tisinh Gohil on Monday resigned
from the post, taking the moral re-
sponsibility for the defeat of party
candidates in bypolls to Kadi and
Visavadar assembly consti-
tuencies.
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) leader
Gopal Italia won the Visavadar
seat, while BJP candidate Rajendra
Chavda bagged the Kadi (SC) con-
stituency. Polling was held on June
19 and votes were counted on June
23.

Kerala: What it
means for Congress
The Congress had approached the
by-election as a mandate against
the nine-year regime of Chief Min-
ister Pinarayi Vijayan. This is the
first by-election held since 2021 in
which the Congress has managed
to wrest back a seat from the ruling
LDF; in previous by-elections, the
Congress could only retain its sit-
ting seats. The party’s victory would
boost its confidence to fight local
body elections later this year and
the Assembly elections in 2026.

BENGAL: CHILD KILLED IN EXPLOSION
A minor girl was killed at Kaliganj in Nadia district of West Bengal on
Monday after bombs were hurled during a victory procession of the rul-
ing Trinamool Congress celebrating the party candidate Alifa Ahmed's
victory soon after the results were announced. Although the West Ben-
gal Police in a statement admitted the death of the minor due to an ex-
plosion without detailing why the explosion happened, the locals and the
family members of the victim minor girl told media persons that the
death happened after bombs were hurled targeting the residence of a
local CPI(M) activists from the victory procession of the ruling party. The
victim has been identified as Tamanna Khatun (13), a fourth-standard
student. One person has been arrested in the case, who has been ident-
ified as Aftab Sheikh, an active Trinamool Congress activist. Tamanna
was shifted to a local hospital in a severely injured state after being hit
by the splinters of the bomb hurled from the victory procession.
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With nearly 18 months to go
for the Uttar Pradesh Assem-
bly elections, the Bahujan
Samaj Party (BSP) has
launched a massive grassroots
campaign aimed at reviving
its voter base by forming
booth-level and sector-level
committees in villages across
the state.

According to party insiders,
around 1,600 teams are cur-
rently working on the ground
to constitute Booth Commit-
tees, Bhai-Chara (social har-
mony) Committees, and OBC
Committees, which are being
positioned as the backbone of
the party's 2027 strategy.
These committees are not just
symbolic. They are being en-
trusted with the task of edu-
cating villagers about the
party’s core ideology, its past
achievements, and what BSP
leaders claim are conspiracies
by opposition parties meant
to mislead the public.

The effort draws clear in-
spiration from the 2007 As-
sembly elections, when
Mayawati led BSP to a full ma-
jority in the state by building a
wide social alliance through
Bhai-Chara Committees that

successfully brought Dalits,
OBCs, Brahmins, and other
castes into a common political
fold. The formula that won
BSP the 2007 elections is being
revived with renewed energy.
Village-level mobilisation
through Bhai-Chara and OBC
Committees is now a top pri-

ority. Each Assembly consti-
tuency has four designated
teams working to expand out-
reach and form connections
with voters, particularly in the
Tarai and Awadh regions,
where the party is aggres-
sively working on its organisa-
tional expansion.

BSP revives grassroots network

POST-BIHAR POLLS

Meanwhile, there is growing speculation that
BSP’s national coordinator and Mayawati’s
nephew Akash Anand may be activated in Uttar

Pradesh after the Bihar elections. Sources confirm that
Mayawati has currently tasked Akash with handling
BSP’s campaign in Bihar. Once those polls conclude, he
is expected to take on a more visible and assertive role
in UP. For now, all strategic reviews and key decisions
concerning Uttar Pradesh and Uttarakhand are being
taken directly by Mayawati.

UN-LUCKY 13TH
TERM? LALU SET
FOR RJD TOP JOB
Dheeraj Kumar
PATNA

RJD chief and former rail-
way minister Lalu Prasad on
Monday filed nomination
papers for the post of the
party`s national president
for the 13th term.

He was accompanied by
son and former deputy chief
minister Tejashwi Yadav,
wife and former chief min-
ister Rabri Devi, daughter
and party MP Misa Bharti,
and several senior party
leaders.

Lalu has been holding the
post of RJD`s national presi-
dent ever since he broke
away with the Bihar unit of
Janata Dal and formed the
party.

A formal announcement
of the unanimous election of
Lalu as the RJD`s national

president will be made in the
party`s national council
meeting to be held in the
state capital on July 5.

Lalu, who turned 78 re-
cently, was also chief min-
ister from 1990 to 1997, and
also held the post of railway
minister under UPA-I be-
tween 2004 and 2009.

SC lauds TN
NEW DELHI: The Supreme
Court on Monday lauded
Tamil Nadu for taking action
against cybercrime of-
fenders under the preventive
detention law. "This is a
good trend that preventive
detention laws are being
used against cybercrime of-
fenders. It's a very welcome
approach," remarked a
Bench of Justices Sandeep
Mehta and Joymala Bagchi,
adding that the ordinary
criminal laws were not prov-
ing “successful” to deter cy-
bercriminals.
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