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have imagined in their wildest
dreams how difficult it would
betofightagainstModi.Sindoor
isasignofmarriageanditswip-
ing off signifies widowhood.
The Prime Minister said the
decisive action was a direct ful-
filment of the responsibility
entrustedtohimbythenation’s
citizens when they made him
‘pradhansevak’onMay26,2014
and added that he had grant-
ed complete autonomy to the
threewingsofthearmedforces,
enabling them to execute
actions unseen globally for
decades. Criticising Pakistan,
the Prime Minister said “the
(neighbouring) country that
came into existence after par-
tition, lives on hatred for India.
It only wants to harm Bharat.

However, India’s goals are to
remove poverty, bring about
economic development and
become a developed nation.”
In a strong appeal to the pub-
lic, the Prime Minister asked
them to prioritise ‘Made in
India’products,especiallydur-
ing festivals like Holi, Diwali,
and Ganesh Puja. “Don’t you
think we have to stop using
imported products?” he ques-
tioned, lamenting the use of
imported items like firecrack-
ers and Ganesha idols during
Indian festivals. 

“To ensure our country’s
progress,everyoneshouldtake
aresolvetopurchaseonlyMade
in India products,” he urged,
stressingthateverythingessen-
tial for India’s progress must be
manufactured domestically.
Modi launched Rs 24,000 crore
development projects, includ-

ing a locomotive manufactur-
ing plant at the Dahod event. 

Heunveiledthecountry’sfirst
9,000 horsepower locomotive
engine as well as a rolling stock
workshop built at a cost of Rs
21,405 crore. He flagged off the
Ahmedabad-Veraval Vande
Bharat service and Valsad-
Dahod express trains and told
thegatheringthatstate-of-the-
art Vande Bharat trains were
now operational on 70 routes
across the country.

“TherewasatimewhenIndia
hadtoimport locomotivesand
coaches. Today, we manufac-
ture them in India and export
them to other countries,” the
PMsaid.TheVandeBharatserv-
ice launched during the day
between Sabarmati station in
Ahmedabad and Veraval sta-
tion will be a boon for devo-
tees visiting the renowned
Somnath Temple in Gir
Somnath district. He also
announced that 100 per cent
electrification of railway lines
has been achieved in Gujarat.
Earlier in the day, Modi held a
roadshow in Vadodara upon
his arrival in Gujarat for a two-
day visit. 

Family members of Colonel
Sofiya Qureshi, who came into
the spotlight for holding regu-
lar press briefings about
Operation Sindoor’, were also
present among the enthusias-
ticcrowdthatgatheredtogreet
the Prime Minister. Colonel
Qureshi hails from Vadodara,
and her parents, brother
Mohammad Sanjay Qureshi
and sister Shyna Sunsara, were
at the roadshow.

PM Modi slams Pak...

a running computer
centre...This engine, made in
Dahod, is of high quality but at
a low price... And it is named D
Nine, which means Dahod
9000...ThisfactoryinDahodwill
be world-famous, and this
engine will give Dahod a new
identity in the world. PM
Modi has given this blessing
to the sacred land of Dahod,”
he added.

Earlier today, PM Narendra
Modi inaugurated a
Locomotive Manufacturing
plant of the Indian Railways in
Dahod, Gujarat, marking a sig-
nificant milestone in
enhancing the nation’s railway
infrastructure and freight
capacity. The Prime Minister
also flagged off the first elec-

tric locomotive manufactured
at the plant.

According to an official
release from the Prime
Minister’s Office, the PM inau-
gurated the manufacturing
plant in line with his commit-
ment to enhancing connectiv-
ity and building world-class
travel infrastructure and this
plantwillproduceelectricloco-
motives of 9000 HP for domes-
tic purposes and for export.

The locomotives will help in
increasing the freight loading
capacityofIndianRailwaysand
will be equipped with regen-
erativebrakingsystemsandare
beingdesignedtoreduceener-
gy consumption, which con-
tributes to environmental sus-
tainability, the release stated.

enterprises,2.7%aresmall,and
only 0.3% are medium enter-
prises. However, this 0.3% of
medium enterprises con-
tributes nearly 40% of MSME
exports, underscoring their
untapped potential as scala-
ble, innovation-led units, says
thereport, identifyingmedium
enterprises as strategic actors
in India’s transition towards
self-reliance and global indus-
trial competitiveness under
Viksit Bharat @2047.

Emphasizing that unlocking
the potential of medium enter-
prises requires a shift toward
inclusivepolicydesignandcol-
laborative governance, the
report says that with strategic
support in finance, technolo-
gy, infrastructure, skilling, and

information access, medium
enterprises can emerge as the
drivers of innovation, employ-
ment, and export growth.
Underliningthekeychallenges
faced by medium enterprises,
including constrained access
to tailored financial products,
limited adoption of advanced
technologies, inadequate R&D
support, lack of sectoral test-
ing infrastructure, and a mis-
match between training pro-
grammesandenterpriseneeds,
the reports has observed these
limitations hinder their ability
to scale and innovate.

In order to address these
issues, the report has outlines
acomprehensivepolicyframe-
work with targeted interven-
tions across six priority areas.

world.Hesaidthatiswhythe
Government has sent multi-
partydelegationsofMPstovar-
ious countries to put across
India’s united message against
terrorism to the world.
Jaishankar shared pictures of
chairing the Consultative
CommitteeMeetingofMEAon
X. “Discussed Operation
Sindoor and India’s zero-toler-
ance policy against terrorism
in all its forms and manifesta-
tions. Underlined the impor-
tance of sending a strong and
unitedmessageinthatregard,”
the minister also said.

While Foreign Secretary
Vikram Mistry gave a presen-
tation on Operation Sindoor to
the MPs at the meeting,
Jaishankar responded to
queries later.

The sources said the
Congress members asked the
Government why India was
“hyphenated”withPakistanby
theUSandalsoraisedtheissue
of IMF aid to Pakistan and
India’s abstention at the meet.

They said the Congress also
raisedconcernsoverPakistan’s
growing relationship with
China. 

“This engine will give Dahod...

NITI Aayog Releases Report...

EAM Jaishankar chairs meet...

NEW DELHI, May 26 (PTI) 

INDIA on Monday unveiled a
home-grown weather forecast-
ing system with a spatial resolu-
tion of six km -- the highest in
the world -- that would enable
the weather office to issue more
localisedandaccurateforecasts.

Developed by the Indian
InstituteofTropicalMeteorology
(IITM), the Bharat Forecasting
System (BFS) will be operational
from this monsoon season and
place India among the global
leaders in weather prediction,
Earth Sciences Minister Jitendra
Singh said. The BFS will be the
only global numerical weather

prediction system in the world
deployed at such a high resolu-
tion, representing a major
advancement in India’s fore-
casting capabilities. The numer-
ical global forecast models run
by the European, British and US
weather offices have a resolu-
tion between 9 km and 14 km.

“Thetropicalregionisachaot-
icregionforweather.Thechange
in weather patterns is unpre-
dictable and higher resolution
models are required to capture
the spatial changes,” M
Ravichandran, Secretary,
Ministry of Earth Sciences said.

“Earlier, we used to issue one
forecastforfourvillages.TheBFS
will enable us to issue separate
forecasts for each of the four vil-
lages,” he said. Singh said the
BFSwouldboostmonsoontrack-
ing, aviation, cyclone monitor-
ing and disaster management,
agriculture,waterways,defence,
and flood forecasting, and also
support key Ministries.

MUMBAI, May 26 (PTI) 

ONE person died in a lightning
strike, while 48 people were res-
cued from inundated areas as
heavy rains battered several
places in Maharashtra, includ-
ing Mumbai, on Monday, the
officeofChiefMinisterDevendra
Fadnavis said.

“Pune,Satara,Solapur,Raigad,
Mumbai and MMR (Mumbai
Metropolitan Region) have
received heavy rainfall. Daund
received 117 mm of rain in 24
hours, Baramati 104.75 mm,
while 63.25 mm was recorded in
Indapur,” the statement said.

It said 25 houses partially col-
lapsed in Baramati, while seven

personstrappedinfloodedareas
were rescued. “70 to 80 families
havebeenshiftedtosaferplaces.
Mobile services that were dis-
rupted yesterday are now being
restored,” the CM's Office said. 

Two persons were rescued
from an inundated spot in
Indapur in Pune district.

AteamoftheNationalDisaster
ResponseForce(NDRF)hasbeen
deployed in Phaltan in Satara
district,whichreceived163.5mm
of rain. “Thirty citizens were
strandednearDudhebavivillage.
They have been provided with
accommodation and food facil-
ities,” it said. One person died
after being struck by lightning in
Raigad district.

President Droupadi Murmu interacts with a group of Madhubani and Gond artists at Rashtrapati
Bhawan as part of the ‘Artists in Residence’ programme on Monday. The initiative, under Kala 
Utsav, aims to showcase and support traditional, folk, and tribal art forms of India. (PTI)

NEW DELHI, May 26 (PTI) 

THE Supreme Court collegium on
Monday recommended
the appointments of Karnataka
HighCourtChiefJusticeNVAnjaria,
Gauhati High Court Chief Justice
Vijay Bishnoi, and Bombay High
Court judgeJusticeASChandurkar
as judges of the top court.

The five-member collegium
headed by Chief Justice B R Gavai
decided to recommend the names
as against the three existing vacan-

cies of judges in the top court fol-
lowing the superannuation of ex-
CJI Sanjiv Khanna, and Justices
Abhay S Oka and Hrishikesh Roy.

“The Supreme Court collegium
in its meeting held on May 26, 2025
has recommended elevation of the
following Chief Justices/judge of
the High Courts, as judges in the
SupremeCourt–JusticeNVAnjaria,
Justice Vijay Bishnoi and Justice A
S Chandurkar,” said a resolution
uploaded on the apex court web-
site. Apex court judge Justice

Bela M Trivedi is also set to
superannuate on June 9, and May
16 was her last working day at the
apex court.

The top court, which has a sanc-
tioned strength of 34, is currently
working with 31 judges. Justice
Anjaria took oath as the Chief
Justice of Karnataka High Court on
February 25, 2024. He was elevat-
edasadditionaljudge,GujaratHigh
Court, on November 21, 2011 and
confirmed as permanent judge on
September 6, 2013.

India unveils high-resolution 
weather forecasting model

With a spatial resolution
of 6 km, BFS will be the
only global numerical
weather prediction 
system in the world
deployed at such 
a high resolution

1 killed, 48 rescued as
heavy rains lash Mah

NEW DELHI/GUWAHATI, May 26

(PTI) 

AHEAD of next year’s Assam
Assemblyelections,theCongress
onMondayappointedLokSabha
MP Gaurav Gogoi as the new
presidentof itsStateunit,replac-
ing Bupen Kumar Borah.

The Congress also appointed
three new working presidents -
Jakir Hussain Sikdar, Roselina
Tirkey and Pradip Sarkar - to its
Assam unit.

Thetermofthecurrentassem-
blyinAssamisuptoMay20,2026,
and the Congress is going all-out
in its bid to wrest power from the
BJP after losing two consecutive
state polls.

“Congress President has
appointed Gaurav Gogoi as the
President and three Working
Presidents of the Assam Pradesh
Congress Committee, with
immediate effect,” a statement
from AICC general secretary K C
Venugopal said.

Gogoi,thesonofformerAssam
Chief Minister Tarun Gogoi, is
currently the deputy leader of
the Congress party in Lok Sabha.

Following his appointment,
the Jorhat MP expressed grati-
tude to Congress President
Mallikarjun Kharge, Leader of
the Opposition in Lok Sabha
Rahul Gandhi, Venugopal and
General Secretary in-charge of
Assam, Jitendra Singh.

Congress appoints Gogoi 
as Assam unit president 

COLLEGIUM recommends elevation of 2 
HC CJs, Bombay HC judge as SC judges

NEW DELHI, May 26 (PTI) 

NATIONAL Security Advisor
Ajit Doval’s planned trip to
Moscow this week has been
called off as he is indisposed
due to seasonal flu, sources said
on Monday.

Dovalwasscheduledtoattend
the 13th International Meeting
of High Representatives for

Security Issues to be held in
Moscow from May 27 to 29.

He is unable to participate
in the meeting due to indisposi-
tion with a seasonal flu, the
sources said.

The NSA is looking forward to
taking forward bilateral engage-
ment with Russia on strategic
and security matters at an early
date, they said. 

NSA Doval cancels Moscow trip

KOLLAM/ALAPPUZHA, May 26 (PTI) 

CONTAINERS from a Liberian cargo
ship that sank off the Kerala coast have
started washing ashore, prompting the
authorities to urge the public to stay
awayfromthem,policesaidonMonday.
Police said that some containers have
been found along the coasts of south-
ern Kollam and coastal Alappuzha dis-
tricts. The total number of containers
washed ashore is not yet known, and
authorities are working to manage the
situation, they said. Police have been
deployed in all affected areas.

Reports indicate that at least 10 con-

tainers have been spotted so far
along the coast of Kollam and
Alappuzha districts.

Officialshaveurgedthepublictostay
awayfromthecontainers,warningthat
theshiphad13hazardouscargosamong
its over 640 containers. The cargo ship
capsized and sank early on Sunday,
leading to a significant oil spill. The
leak has sparked a statewide alert, as
fuel is drifting at a speed of around
three kilometres per hour and could
soon impact the ecologically sensitive
Kerala coastline.

According to the Indian Coast Guard
(ICG), thesunkenvesselhad84.44met-
ric tonnes of diesel and 367.1 metric
tonnes of furnace oil in its tanks. Some
containers were carrying dangerous
substances such as calcium carbide, a
chemical that reacts with seawater to
releasehighlyflammableacetylenegas,
officials said. The ICG is leading pollu-
tion response efforts and monitoring
the spread of the oil slick.

Containers from sunken
Liberian ship wash ashore

Cash row: SC rejects plea 
for in-house panel report
NEW DELHI, May 26 (PTI) 

THESupremeCourtadministrationhasreject-
ed a plea seeking a report of the apex court-
appointed committee, which indicted
Allahabad High Court judge Justice Yashwant
Varma in the cash discovery row, under the
Right to Information Act.

The RTI application had also sought the
communication of the then Chief Justice of
India Sanjiv Khanna to President Droupadi
Murmu and Prime Minister Narendra Modi
in the matter.

The apex court administration apparently
referred to the confidentiality of the 

communicationandrejectedtheRTIappli-
cation on grounds that it may violate parlia-
mentary privilege also.

Earlierthismonth,thethenCJIKhannahad
wrote to the President and the Prime
Minister besides sharing the report of the
committee along with the response received
from Justice Varma. Now, it is up to the exec-
utive and Parliament to decide the future
course of action.

ESPIONAGE CASE:
YouTuber Jyoti
Malhotra sent to
judicial custody 
HISAR, May 26 (PTI) 

A COURT here on Monday
remanded YouTuber Jyoti
Malhotratojudicialcustodyafter
the end of her police remand in
a case of alleged espionage.

The 33-year-old travel influ-
encerwasproducedinthecourt.
A police spokesperson said that
they did not seek her further
remand after which the court
sent her to jail. Meanwhile, data
from Malhotra’s three mobile
phones and a laptop, which had
been sent for forensic examina-
tion, has been recovered, police
sources said on Monday.

“Nearly10-12terabytesofdata
has been recovered. Further
investigation in this regard is
under progress,” they said.
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