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AIR POWER | Forces approach from reactive to pre-emptive

Rajnath to discuss road ahead
Gaurav Vivek Bhatnagar
NEW DELHI

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh on Tuesday met the mili-
tary top brass once again to
discuss the operational aspects
of Operation Sindoor and to
look at how the Indian Armed
Forces would remain prepared
for any other violations of
agreed truce that had taken
place between India and Pak-
istan.

The meeting was attended
by Chief of Defence Staff Gen-
eral Anil Chauhan, Army Chief
General Upendra Dwivedi,
Navy Chief Admiral Dinesh K
Tripathi and Defence Secretary
Rajesh Kumar Singh.

It came just hours after
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
had in his first address to the
nation since the launch of Op-
eration Sindoor declared that
“India has only suspended its
operations against terror and
its military but in the days to
come, it would evaluate what
approach Pakistan would
adopt” and react accordingly.

The Indian Armed Forces
would thus now only respond
to any provocation; they would
also be taking proactive
measures to prevent enemy
and terror strikes on their ter-
ritory and going after the per-
petrators while following a
policy of relentless retaliation.
The change in approach of the
armed forces from being reac-
tive to pre-emptive has come
as they seek to now prevent
any form of attacks through
both deterrence and domi-
nance.
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To celebrate the valour of the
armed forces during Oper-
ation Sindoor, the Bharatiya
Janata Party on Tuesday
launched a nationwide Tir-
anga Yatra. The Yatra would
cover various parts of the

country over the next 11 days
and the party has decided to
only use the Tricolour and
none of its own symbols or
flags during it.

Meanwhile, the party is
also planning to organise a
meeting of the chief min-
isters and deputy CMs of all
National Democratic Al-
liance states later this

month to apprise them of
the developments during
Operation Sindoor.

The plan for the Tiranga
Yatra was chalked out by
Home Minister Amit Shah,
Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh, and party president JP
Nadda on May 11, a day after
India and Pakistan had
agreed to cease hostilities.

BJP’s Tiranga Yatra launched nation-wide
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JAIPUR

Udaipur marble proces-
sors have decided to
stop import from Tür-
kiye in the wake of its
support to Pakistan dur-
ing the recent conflict.
The Udaipur Marble
Processors Committee
has urged PM Narendra
Modi to take strict action
against the country.

"We are one of the
biggest markets of Tur-
kish marble and have
decided to stop the trade
with Türkiye until
further decision and
have urged the PM to
take firm action against

Türkiye and all other na-
tions who have sup-
ported the Pakistan
during the recent con-
flict," said Kapil Surana,
the president of the
Udaipur Marble Proces-
sors Committee adding
that the committee is in
touch with other associ-
ations as well regarding
boycott of Türkiye.

He said India imports
about 14 to 16 lakh
tonnes of marble glo-
bally and 70 per cent of
this booty is from Tür-
kiye. In Udaipur alone,
there are around 125
processing units and
40–50 of them import
marble from Türkiye.

Raj: Turkiye marble
may ‘lose lustre’
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J&K hospital cracks whip
on ‘errant’ staff
The Government Medical College (GMC) and Hospital in Rajouri

has said it will not release salaries of several of its staff
members who were found absent from duty during the armed
conflict between India and Pakistan, an official said on Tuesday. The
punished workers include faculty, consultants, senior residents,
junior residents, staff nurses, paramedical staff, technical staff,
ministerial staff, multi-tasking staff, interns, and many others who
fled the town on May 7, the order read.

‘Don’t politically penalise
Centre for peace bid’
Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) chief Mehbooba 

Mufti on Tuesday said the Narendra Modi-led gov-
ernment should not be "politically penalised" for explor-
ing peaceful means and the opposition must rise above
politics to support genuine efforts for peace and stabil-
ity. "I appeal to all the opposition parties to resist the 
urge for knee-jerk criticism or political point-scoring. 
Just as the Pahalgam incident united voices from Kash-
mir to Kanyakumari, there is a need to build a national
consensus around a peace process that safeguards na-
tional interests," Mufti said in a post on X.

Oppn will quiz govt on
Trump truce ‘deal’
Congress President Mallikarjun Kharge on Tuesday said

that the opposition will question the government at the
all-party meeting, regarding US President Donald Trump's
claims that his administration helped broker a "ceasefire"
between India and Pakistan. The Leader of Opposition in
Rajya Sabha said he will urge the government to call an all-
party meeting soon, to discuss the latest developments in
border tension between India and Pakistan, including
"ceasefire". Speaking to reporters here, he said, "Trump is
saying things to claim credit. These people (PM and central
government) are saying no. It is a sensitive matter. When an
all-party meeting is called, we will discuss — what’s the
matter, what happened and what were the telephone
talks— and ask all these things”.

FIU warns
crypto
exchanges of
shady deals

Dharmesh Thakkar
MUMBAI

The Financial Intelligence
Unit (FIU-IND) Indian has
warned cryptocurrency ex-
changes to be alert and vigi-
lant on transactions linked to
persons located in Jammu &
Kashmir (J&K) and border
areas after intel agencies
stumbled upon Crypto tokens
named “Pahalgam” and “Op-
eration Sindoor” on crypto
platforms like Solana. The
crypto bourses have been
asked to be on high alert to
track J&K transactions for
money laundering and terror
funding.

The federal money-laun-
dering and financial crimes
agency in an advisory asked
local crypto platforms to
monitor and report trades in-
volving 'private wallets' that
allow managing of virtual
digital coins without relying
on third parties like ex-
changes or crypto custodians.

According to senior FIU of-
ficials, regular banking chan-
nels are avoided in making
payments for terror activities
and cryptos are used to avoid
detection. The crypto cur-
rencies are moved from an ex-
change wallet to a private
wallet for direct transfer to
the private wallet of the payee
through a blockchain net-
work.

The Congress on Tuesday said its re-
peated demands for a Prime Minister

Narendra Modi-chaired all-party meeting 
and a special session of Parliament assume 
even greater urgency and importance in 
light of the statements from Washington 

DC. The opposition party also asked
whether the Modi government will conduct 
an exercise similar to the Vajpayee govern-
ment that set up the Kargil Review Com-

mittee on July 29, 1999, three days after the
Kargil War ended. "Three days after the 
Kargil War ended, the Vajpayee Govern-
ment set up the Kargil Review Committee 

on July 29 1999. Its report was tabled in
Parliament on February 23, 2000 although 
sections of it have remained classified - as 
indeed they must," Congress general sec-
retary in-charge Jairam Ramesh said in a 
post on X.

Kargil type review?

SUPREME ASCENT
NEW CJI'S CHALLENGES

Justice BR Gavai will take oath as
52nd CJI tomorrow and will have a
tenure of over six months. He will be
the second CJI belonging to SC after
Justice KG Balakrishnan and the first
Buddhist CJI.

n His priorities include fighting
pendency, especially huge backlog
in SC.

n Steps to fill up judicial vacancies.

n On May 15, a bench headed by him

will take up the case on Waqf
(Amendment) Act's constitutional
validity.

n Some of his landmark judgments
include banning illegal bulldozer
actions, upholding abrogation of
Art 370, striking down electoral
bonds scheme and upholding
demonetisation.

n Was part of the bench that held
that sub-classification of SCs is
permissible for granting separate
quotas.
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