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The fragile Hima-
layan ecosystem in Ut-
tarakhand is under
mounting threat as glacial
lakes in the region continue to
grow both in number and
size—a development scientists
attribute to climate change and
global warming.

A recent study by the Wadia
Institute of Himalayan Geology
(WIHG) has raised alarm over
a sharp increase in the number
of glaciers and associated gla-
cial lakes across the state. Ac-
cording to the report,
Uttarakhand now has 1,290
glaciers—up from 1,266 a dec-
ade ago. Simultaneously, the
area covered by glacial lakes
has expanded by 8.1%, pointing
to accelerated melting of ice in
high-altitude zones.

“Our research shows that
not only are new lakes forming
on glaciers, but many existing
lakes are also increasing in
size,” said Dr Rakesh Bhambri,
glaciologist at WIHG. “This

trend has become more pro-
nounced since our last com-
prehensive study in 2015.”

Dr Bhambri added that the
abnormal occurrence of rain-
fall, instead of snowfall, at elev-

ations above 4,000 to 5,000
metres is playing a key role in
accelerating glacier melt.
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People find a way to move through
the debris after a landslide, trig-
gered by heavy rains, hit the new
track to Mata Vaishno Devi shrine
atop Trikuta hills, in Reasi district of
Jammu and Kashmir, Monday

A woman mourns after her family members were
swept away in flash floods after cloudbursts on
Wednesday, in Kullu district, Himachal Pradesh

People look at a partially caved in portion of a road,
following rainfall at Manali, in Kullu district, Himachal
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The expanding lakes bring with them a significant
threat: the risk of Glacial Lake Outburst Floods
(GLOFs). These sudden, powerful floods occur

when natural dams of ice or moraine give way under
pressure. Uttarakhand has already suffered the wrath of
such events—the Kedarnath disaster of 2013, triggered
by the bursting of the Chorabari glacial lake, and the
Raini-Tapovan tragedy of 2021, both caused by glacial
activity.
In response to the growing danger, the Indian govern-
ment has identified 13 glacial lakes in Uttarakhand as
being at high risk of bursting. These include Vasund-
hara Lake in Chamoli, Kedartal in Uttarkashi, Nagkund
in Bageshwar, six lakes in Pithoragarh, and one in Tehri.
To mitigate the risks, a multi-agency task force compris-
ing WIHG, the National Disaster Management Authority
(NDMA), the Geological Survey of India (GSI), and the In-
dian Institute of Remote Sensing (IIRS) has been formed.
The team plans to conduct bathymetric surveys—used
to measure lake depths—starting July for the five most
vulnerable lakes categorized as “Category A.”

Cloudburst triggers floods in HP

At least five people
have lost their lives
and several remain

missing following a cloud-
burst that triggered flash
floods and widespread de-
struction in Himachal Pra-
desh, Chief Minister
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu
confirmed on Thursday.
The heavy rainfall and flash
floods over the past 24
hours wreaked havoc
across Kullu and Kangra
districts, damaging homes,
roads, and power infra-
structure.
Speaking to ANI, CM
Sukhu confirmed five
deaths and five missing.

"So far, we have confirma-
tion of five people who
have died due to the rains
and flash floods. Three
persons are reported
missing in the Kullu dis-
trict. Rescue operations
are ongoing," he said.
He added that significant
damage occurred in the
Dharamshala region of
Kangra and in parts of the
Himalayan belt, due to
cloudburst.
He noted that 15 houses
have been damaged, and
the region's road network
has suffered severe de-
struction, especially in vil-
lage areas.

VAISHNO DEVI: LANDSLIDE BLOCKS NEW TRACK
KATRA/JAMMU

Afresh landslide trig-
gered by rains
blocked the new

track to Mata Vaishno Devi
shrine atop Trikuta hills in
the Reasi district of Jammu
and Kashmir on Thursday,

officials said.
However, the pilgrimage is
progressing smoothly
through the old route, while
both battery car and heli-
copter service remained
suspended, the officials
said. They said the land-
slide occurred near Satya

view point along the Him-
koti route at a time when
the shrine board had al-
ready diverted the pilgrim-
age to the old route owing
to incessant rains and lurk-
ing threat of landslides on
the new track.
A landslide also hit the

track leading to Bhairav
temple, disrupting the
movement of pilgrims, the
officials said.
They said the agencies con-
cerned have deployed their
men and machines to clear
the debris on both the
tracks.

3 killed, 9 missing after bus carrying pilgrims falls into Alaknanda river
PTI
RUDRAPRAYAG

At least three people were
killed, eight injured and nine
others reported missing on
Thursday when a 31-seater
bus carrying pilgrims from
Rajasthan, Gujarat, Madhya
Pradesh and Maharashtra to 
Badrinath fell into the Alak-
nanda river here, police said.

The vehicle met with the
accident near the Gholtir vil-
lage on the Badrinath Na-
tional Highway between
Rudraprayag and Gauchar,
they said.

Relief and rescue efforts, 
hampered by the strong cur-
rents of the river, are under-
way on the spot with the help 
of local villagers. 

Three bodies have been re-
covered so far, Rudraprayag 
District Disaster Manage-
ment Officer Nandan Singh 
Rajwar said. The third body 
has been identified as that of 
Gauri Soni (41) from Rajgarh 
in Madhya Pradesh, he said. 

Two bodies were re-
covered earlier, one near the 
accident site and the other 
from the river near Rudra-
prayag, Satyendra Singh 
Bhandari, a member of the
Red Cross Society rescue 
team told PTI. They were 
identified as Vishal Soni (42) 
from Rajgarh, Madhya Pra-
desh and Drimmy (17), a resi-
dent of Surat in Gujarat. 

The accident occurred at
around 7.30 am as the bus fell
into the river several hundred
feet down the road with a
loud bang.

Pilgrims who were stuck after landslides on Sonprayag-Munkatia trek, on Kedarnath route, being rescued, in Rudraprayag district, Uttarakhand

Bihar poll rolls:
Oppn cries foul
over review

STAGE SET FOR RATH;
PURI SEER SLAMS
MAMATA, ISKCON
Aritra Singha and
Agencies
KOLKATA/PURI

Even as thousands of devotees
on Thursday thronged Puri a
day ahead of Rath Yatra to wit-
ness the 'Nabajouban darshan'
(youthful appearance) of the
Lord Balabhadra, Devi Sub-
hadra and Lord Jagannath on
the ‘Ratna Bedi’, West Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata Baner-
jee said she held the Puri Ja-
gannath temple in high
esteem and has been a regular
visitor as a devotee for years.

Reacting to the Odisha gov-
ernment’s objections over the
naming of the newly con-
structed temple in Digha as
‘Jagannath Dham’, she told re-
porters that she could neither
understand nor comment on
how the BJP-led government
chose to react to it.

Meanwhile, Shankara-
charya of Govardhan Peeth,
Swami Nischalananda Saras-
wati, on Thursday said, "The
West Bengal government is
misusing the name of Lord Ja-
gannath for commercial pur-
poses. Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee does not have the re-
ligious sentiment required to
name the Digha temple as ‘Ja-
gannath Dham’."

"To stop the flow of revenue
from Bengal to Odisha, she
(Mamata) has constructed a
Jagannath Temple in Digha
and termed it as 'Dham'. Using
the 'Dham' tag is not accept-
able," the seer said, adding she
thinks Bengali pilgrims will
now spend money in Digha.

He also criticised ISKCON
for conducting different rit-
uals and festivals of Lord Ja-
gannath, including Rath Yatra,
on different dates and days not
in accordance with the scrip-
tures.

"ISKCON should stop all
this," he demanded.

SPECIAL ARRANGE-
MENT: To meet extra-
ordinary travel demand,
over 365 special trains
are being operated from
various states including
Odisha, Chhattisgarh,
West Bengal, Andhra
Pradesh and Maharash-
tra. Also, East Coast Rail-
way has established
dedicated Pilgrim Wait-
ing Areas and Mela
Sheds at Puri, with a
combined capacity of
pilgrims, offering:
covered seating zones,
modular toilets and
drinking water booths.

Dheeraj Kumar/Aritra
Singha
PATNA/KOLKATA

Bihar’s Opposition parties
have targeted the Election
Commission (EC) over the
special intensive review of the
voters’ list even as a 9-
member EC team on Thurs-
day held discussions with
senior state officials in this
connection.

RJD leader Chittaranjan
Gagan said, “We have told the
Chief Election Commissioner
that lakhs of families in the
state do not have the docu-
ments that are being asked
for, this is a conspiracy to stop
lakhs of voters from voting,”
he added.

CPI (ML) general secretary

Dipankar Bhattacharya said
that this exercise was not less
than NRC (National Register
of Citizens). “How such a
huge exercise will be done in
a month? All this is wrong.
Elections should be held in a
democratic way, in which
everyone is included,” he
contended.

Meanwhile, a 9-member
EC team is on a three-day visit
to Bihar to review prepara-
tions for the polls. This work
will continue till July 26.

Sources said that the final
voter list was likely to be re-
leased by September 30 while
EC is expected to announce
the poll schedule in the first
week of October. On the other
hand, polls are likely to be held
in 2-3 phases in November.
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SURGE IN GLACIAL LAKES
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