
npBriefs Ghar wapsi for 286; Cong questions PM’s ‘silence’
12-DAY WAR| Qatar’s crucial role in brokering peace hailed. And the scenario now shifts the spotlight on Qatar
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The Indian Air Force (IAF) on
Tuesday brought back 286 In-
dian nationals, who were re-
siding in Israel, from
Sharm-El-Sheikh, Egypt,
bringing the total number of
citizens coming home from
Israel to 594.

Union Minister of State for
Parliamentary Affairs L. Mu-
rugan welcomed the Indian
nationals upon their arrival in

New Delhi.
This is the second IAF flight

bringing back the Indians
from Israel. Earlier in the day,
an IAF flight carrying 165 In-
dians had arrived in the Na-
tional Capital.

The IAF joined in the oper-
ations with its C-17 aircraft to
evacuate the Indian nationals
and the citizens of friendly na-
tions, including Nepal and Sri
Lanka, from war-hit Israel
and bring them back home to
safety.

‘PM's ‘silence’
diminishes India's
moral standing’
New Delhi: The Congress on
Tuesday said the Israel "geno-
cide" in Gaza is continuing un-
abated and claimed that
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's "deafening" silence on
this catastrophe that has over-
taken the Palestinians has
diminished India's moral and
political standing.

Congress general secretary

in-charge communications
Jairam Ramesh noted that
President Donald Trump has
announced a ceasefire in rela-
tion to the US-Israel war on
Iran.

"But there is still no cease-
fire in Gaza where the Israel
genocide continues un-
abated," he said on X.

"Prime Minister Modi's si-
lence on this catastrophe that
has overtaken the Palestinians
for well over eighteen months
is deafening and has dimin-

ished India's moral and politi-
cal standing," Ramesh
claimed.

Trump has claimed that Is-
rael and Iran had agreed to a
"complete and total ceasefire".

Ramesh's remarks come
days after Congress Parlia-
mentary Party chairperson
Sonia Gandhi on Saturday
strongly criticised India's si-
lence on Israel's devastation in
Gaza and Iran as "not just a
loss of its voice, but also a sur-
render of values".

KOLKATA

Man gets death
sentence, life
term for 18
A sessions court in West
Bengal's Hooghly district
on Tuesday sentenced a
person to death and 18
others to life imprison-
ment for the murder of a
man during a school com-
mittee election in 2011.

KOLKATA

Bypoll: 3 more
held in girl’s
death
Three more persons were
arrested in connection with
the death of a girl in a
bomb explosion during an
alleged violent celebration
of the Kaliganj bypoll re-
sults in West Bengal's
Nadia district, police said
on Tuesday. The 13-year-
old school student was
killed on Monday in the Ma-
landi village of Barochand-
gar area in Nadia district
after bombs were allegedly
hurled from a TMC victory
celebration rally taken out
even before the results of
the Kaliganj assembly by-
poll were officially an-
nounced.

NEW DELHI

1 killed in fire
at banquet
hall
A man died in a massive
fire, which broke out at a
banquet hall near west
Delhi's DLF Moti Nagar
area, an official on Tuesday
said. The deceased, ident-
ified as Rajesh, is a car-
penter by profession, he
said. Two people were in-
itially trapped in the fire
that broke out at 8.47 pm
on Monday. While one
managed to escape, Ra-
jesh got trapped in the fire.

CHENNAI

Actor Srikanth
sent to judicial
custody
Popular actor Srikanth, who
was interrogated by the po-
lice for nearly eight hours in
connection with a drug
case, has been remanded
to judicial custody till July 7,
police said on Tuesday. The
actor was questioned at the
Nungambakkam police sta-
tion here on Monday follow-
ing the detention of former
AIADMK functionary T Pra-
sad, whom the police sus-
pect has supplied cocaine
to Srikanth, 46, and another
actor.

BERHAMPUR

2 Dalit men
beaten up,
tonsured
Two Dalit men in Odisha's
Ganjam district were ton-
sured, assaulted and
forced to crawl on their
knees and consume grass
and drain water on suspi-
cion of cattle smuggling,
police said. The incident,
which occurred at Jahada
in Kharigumma village
under Dharakote police
station limits on Sunday,
has triggered widespread
outrage in political circles
after purported videos of
the assault went viral on
social media.

RAJOURI/JAMMU

2 killed, nine
injured in
road mishap
Two women were killed
and nine persons seriously
injured in a head-on colli-
sion between a tempo
traveller and a mini load
carrier in Jammu and
Kashmir's Rajouri district
on Tuesday, officials said.
The tempo traveller, which
was on its way to Jammu
from Rajouri town, was
badly damaged in the ac-
cident. Two women pas-
sengers - Insha Fatima
(26) of Khotra and Far-
zand Begum (50) of Fa-
tehpur - died instantly,
while nine persons were
seriously injured and
shifted to a hospital.
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The MEA on Tuesday said
India has been following de-
velopments overnight relat-
ing to the conflict between
Iran and Israel, including the
US action against Iran’s nu-
clear facilities and Iranian re-
taliation against US military
bases in Qatar.

The MEA said, “While we
remain deeply concerned
about the prospects for over-
all and sustained regional se-
curity and stability, we
welcome reports of a cease-
fire between Iran and Israel
and the role played by the US
and Qatar in bringing it
about.”

“I am thankful to the Al-
mighty if there is indeed a
ceasefire. It is a good thing.
Innocent people were being
killed. I pray that the ceasefire
lasts,” Abdullah told reporters
during his visit to Dooru in
south Kashmir's Anantnag
district.

QATAR’s ROLE: Qatar in-
tervened on behalf of the

President Donald Trump-led
US administration and per-
suaded Iran to agree to a
cease-fire with Israel, the
New York Times reported on
Monday. Trump announced
on social media that a cease-
fire was imminent after 12
days of military actions be-
tween the two nations in the
Middle East.

“President Trump spoke
with Qatar’s Emir and in-
formed him the US got Israel
to agree to the ceasefire. The
president asked Qatar to help
persuade Iran for the same,
following which vice- presi-
dent JD Vance coordinated
with Qatar’s prime minister on
the details,” news reports said.

Qatar's Prime Minister,
Sheikh Mohammed bin Ab-
dulrahman al Thani, secured
Tehran's agreement to a US-
proposed ceasefire in the
conflict between Israel and
Iran, Reuters said, quoting a
senior official involved in the
negotiations.

The handout picture made available by the Qatar
Amiri Diwan shows Qatar's Amir Sheikh Tamim bin
Hamad al-Thani (CR) meeting with Lebanese Prime
Minister Nawaf Salam (CL) in Doha on Tuesday

DELHI WELCOMES CEASEFIRE

Permanent Army base in Dhubri
Guwahati:Assam CM Dr Himanta Biswa Sarma, on
Tuesday, said that the BJP-led government is exploring
the possibility of setting up a permanent Indian Army
base near Dhubri town to strengthen the security infra-
structure in the sensitive border district.

– Digjyoti Lakhar

Doval: Shun double standards,
act firmly against terrorism
Online Report
NEW DELHI

At the Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation (SCO) security
conclave in Beijing on Tuesday,
India’s National Security Ad-
visor Ajit Doval made a power-
ful appeal for member states to
“shun double standards” in the
fight against terrorism. He
called on the SCO to hold ac-
countable the perpetrators, or-
ganisers, financiers, and
sponsors of cross-border ter-
ror, a statement widely inter-
preted as a direct call to act
against Pakistan-backed ter-
rorism.

Highlighting India’s re-
sponse to the brutal Pahalgam
terror attack—where 26 Indian

and Nepalese nationals were
killed after being segregated on
religious grounds by terrorists
linked to LeT’s proxy, The Re-
sistance Front (TRF)—he de-
tailed the launch of Operation
Sindoor. This operation aimed
to dismantle terror infrastruc-
ture and deter future attacks,
with Doval emphasising that
India’s actions were “measured
and non-escalatory.”

The NSA underscored the
urgent need for decisive action
against these terror groups
and their extensive terror eco-
systems. He reiterated that
any act of terror, including
cross-border terrorism, con-
stitutes a crime against hu-
manity. To strengthen
regional security cooperation,

Doval proposed a “joint in-
formation operation” among
SCO members to combat ter-
rorism, separatism, and ex-
tremism effectively.
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