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‘Oppn casts evil eye on defence’
JET SET…: Saffron party takes offence to Congress’s Rafale ‘nimbu-mirchi’ dig

Gaurav Vivek Bhatnagar
NEW DELHI

A day after Uttar Pradesh Con-
gress president Ajay Rai dis-
played a toy plane with `Rafale’
written on it and with lemon-
chillies hanging from it while
urging the Centre to act against
the terrorists involved in the Pa-
halgam terror attack, the Bha-
ratiya Janata Party on Monday
criticised him for following in
the footsteps of his party col-
leagues and resorting to yet
another gimmick for demoral-
ising the Indian armed forces.

Rai had used the prop to
question the “delay” by the
Centre in acting against the ter-
rorists. He had said, “Our
people were killed in the Pahal-
gam attack... the Centre then
made tall claims that it will
crush the terrorists.... I demand
that Rafales be used to attack
the terrorists.”

Reacting to Rai’s claims and
actions, BJP national spokes-
person Sudhanshu Trivedi ac-
cused the Congress leader of
trying to “mock the Rafale by
placing a lemon and chilly
(nimbu-mirchi) on a toy model”.
Trivedi also attacked the Con-
gress and INDIA bloc parties
for saying that they stand with
the Armed Forces and the
Centre but doing the exact op-
posite. “After the Pahalgam at-
tack, there is tension on the
India-Pakistan border. The Pak-
istan Army has been violating
the ceasefire and resorting to
occasional firing. Still, inside the

border the leaders of Congress
and INDI alliance are continu-
ously bombarding the Indian
Army with statements. On the
one hand they wear masks and
say that they are with India, and
then their leaders are making
such statements which seek to
lower the morale of the Indian
forces.” The BJP leader then
added that “using lemon-chilli
to ward off evil eye is a part of
long-standing Indian tradition”
but added that “the Indian
Army doesn’t need protection
from Pakistan’s evil eye, be-
cause the Pakistani Army now
looks at the Indian Army with
fear.”

He charged that it was the
Congress and its allies who
were actually “casting an evil
eye on our armed forces”.

Raj to nourish
expecting moms
Manish Godha
JAIPUR

In a bid to provide extra nourishment to
pregnant women registered with Anganvadi
centres in Rajasthan, each beneficiary will
get 3.1 kg of 'Suposhan Nutri Kit' to fulfil
their nutritional requirements during preg-
nancy. The kit will include desi ghee, mak-
hana, dates and other items.

The scheme was announced in this year's
budget and it will cost the government Rs
25 crore.

The Women and Child Development De-
partment has prepared this Nutri Kit based
on UNICEF guidelines.

The Kit includes a one-kilo pack of desi
ghee, date packet weighing 500 gm, super-
food makhana or other dry fruits, jaggery 
and roasted gram and peanuts. 

Director of Integrated Child Development
Services OP Bunkar said, “the Nutri Kit has
been prepared as per the UNICEF guide-
lines and has all the proteins, vitamins, and
essential nutrients necessary for the preg-
nant women. It will not only improve their
health but will also help in the physical and
mental development of the child.”
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All gates of Salal Dam on the Chenab River were closed
following suspension of the Indus Waters Treaty in the
aftermath of the Pahalgam terror attack, after which
the water level of the river was recorded to be low

UP TRADERS HALT
IMPORTS FROM PAK
Biswajeet Banerjee
AGRA

Following the brutal killing
of innocent civilians in Pahal-
gam, the Indian government
has suspended all imports
from Pakistan. This move is
expected to significantly im-
pact the supply of Lahori
rock salt (Sendha Namak),
dry fruits, and certain seeds
commonly used for health
benefits. As a result, traders
across the country, particu-
larly in Agra, have begun

cancelling bulk orders and
are refraining from placing
new ones.

Ashok Lalwani, Secretary
of the Chamber of Food Pro-
cessing Industries Associ-
ation, said that India
traditionally imported La-
hori rock salt, dried dates
(chhuhare), black raisins, and
sabja seeds (used for diges-
tion and weight loss) from
Pakistan. Fig and Munakka
(black grapes) also arrived
via the Pakistan-Afghanistan
route.

FROM THE ARCHIVE 

Amidst controversies surrounding the Bofors
deal in 1986, when India procured 400 howitzer
guns from the Swedish company AB Bofors, the

true valour of these guns was showcased during the
Kargil war in 1999. The game-changer in the Kargil war
was the Bofors guns. Swiftly firing three rounds in just
12 seconds, these guns proved their mettle, effectively
targeting enemy posts situated perilously close to Pak-
istani soldiers who had occupied the hilltops. The Bo-
fors guns played an unprecedented direct-fire role,
causing significant casualties on the Pakistani forces.
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Biswajeet Banerjee
KANPUR

A massive fire broke out late
Sundaynightinashoefactorylo-
cated on the ground floor of a
six-storey residential building in
the densely populated Premna-
gar area under the Chamanganj
police station limits. The blaze,
suspected to have been caused
by a short circuit, claimed the
lives of six people, including a
businessman, his wife, their
three daughters, and a tuition
teacher. The incident occurred
around 9:30 pm, sending panic
through the narrow lanes of
Premnagar as flames shot into
the sky and thick smoke en-
gulfed the area. Eyewitnesses
described scenes of chaos as
residents screamed and
scrambled to safety. The inferno
rapidly spread through the
building, which housed a mili-

taryshoemanufacturinguniton
the ground floor and a ware-
house with stored inventory
above.

Firefightingeffortscontinued
late into the night with 35 fire
tenders deployed to douse the
flames. Chief Fire Officer
Deepak Sharma led the rescue
operation, sealing off a 200-
meter radius around the build-
ingasasafetymeasure.TheState
DisasterResponseForce(SDRF)
wasalsopressedintoservicedue
totheintensityofthefireandthe
structural damage caused to the
building, which reportedly de-
veloped visible cracks.

It was not until around 3 a.m.
that firefighters recovered the
charred bodies of Danish, the
shoe factory owner, his wife
Nazneen, their three young
daughters, and a tuition teacher
who had come to conduct even-
ing lessons.

Kanpur blaze kills 
family of five, tutor

Patanjali’s ‘Bronchom’
for infections caused by
microplastic exposure
FP News
Service
HARIDWAR

Today, the world
is grappling with
serious health is-
sues caused by
plastic pollution.
Microplastics are
m i c r o - s i z e d
plastic particles
generated through environ-
mental plastic pollution and
have been detected in the air,
the water, and the food. Un-
knowingly, we are constantly
exposed to these harmful
particles daily.

When these particles
enter into the human body,
particularly the lungs, these
can cause health issues such
as inflammation, irritation,
and cellular damage. This ex-
posure could lead to severe
conditions such as Lung In-
flammation and Airway
Hyper-Responsiveness.

Patanjali's scientists have
conducted advanced re-
search on mice, confirming
that the Ayurvedic formula-
tion Bronchom can signifi-
cantly mitigate lung

infections caused
by microplastic
exposure. The
pioneer study
found that Bron-
chom reduced in-
f l a m m a t o r y
markers such as
cytokine release
and reduced air-
way hyper-re-
s p o n s i v e n e s s

caused by microplastics.
This groundbreaking re-

search has been published in
the prestigious Elsevier pub-
lication research journal,
Biomedicine & Pharmaco-
therapy.

On this occasion, Acharya
Balkrishna said that the
mission of Patanjali has been
to scientifically validate
Ayurveda and provide sol-
utions to concurrent global
health challenges. This re-
search stands as the robust
evidence that through
ancient wisdom, focused
scientific exploration, and
evidence-based Ayurvedic
medicines, it is indeed poss-
ible to tackle complex dis-
eases stemming from
environmental pollutants.

CHANDIGARH:Amidastand-
off with Haryana over the dis-
tribution of water from the
Bhakradam,thePunjabAssem-
bly on Monday unanimously
passed a resolution, stating that
not even a single drop of water
willbegivenfromitssharetothe
neighbouring state.

As all the political parties put
up a united face in the House to
protect Punjab's river water, the
resolution said the Bhakra Beas
ManagementBoard(BBMB)has
become "a mere puppet" in the
handsoftheBJP-ledCentre,and
therefore it should be reorgan-
ised to protect Punjab's rights.
TheHousealsotermedtheDam
Safety Act of 2021 an "attack" on
the rights of Punjab, demanding

that the Centre repeal it.
The Punjab government

moved the resolution during a
special session of Vidhan Sabha
convened in the wake of the
water-sharing row with Ha-
ryana.

Representatives from the op-
position parties supported the
resolution,withtheleaderofthe
opposition, Partap Singh Bajwa,
asserting that Punjab doesn't
have even a single drop of water
to spare.

When Speaker Kultar Singh
Sandhwan was conducting vot-
ing, BJP MLA Ashwani Sharma
flagged the mentioning of his
party's name in the resolution,
triggering sharp reactions from
the treasury benches.
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n Punjab won't
give single drop of
water from its
share to Haryana,
Assembly passes
resolution

Bhartiyata is
our identity and

there is no dharma
above Rashtra Dharma.
Rajamata's life was an
inspiration. She lived a
life of sacrifice and
dedication. Today, Bha-
rat is facing the Pahal-
gam challenge....but
today there is a power-
ful Bharat with an able
leadership

nJagdeep Dhankhar

Terror hideout
busted in Poonch

In a major break-
through, security
forces have busted a

terrorists’ hideout in
Jammu and Kashmir
Poonch district, foiling a
terror plot in the Union
territory which recently
witnessed a ghastly ter-
ror attack in which 26 in-
dividuals lost their lives.
In a joint search oper-
ation, the Army and
Jammu and Kashmir Po-
lice busted the hideout
in the forested area in
Hari Marote village in
Surankot sector of the
district on Sunday even-
ing.

NCW comes out in
Himanshi’s support

The National Com-
mission for 
Women (NCW) 

has extended its sup-
port to Himanshi Nar-
wal, wife of Lieutenant 
Vinay Narwal who was 
among those killed in a 
recent terror attack in 
Pahalgam, saying it is 
not right to troll a
woman based on her 
ideological expression 
or personal life. Himan-
shi Narwal had asked 
people not to target 
Muslims and Kashmiris 
following the April 22 
terror attack. 

NEW DELHI: The Supreme
Court on Monday sought the
presence of five social media in-
fluencers, including "India's Got

Latent" host Samay Raina, on a
plea of an NGO which alleged that
they ridiculed persons with a rare
disorder Spinal Muscular Atrophy

(SMA) on their show. A bench of
Justices Surya Kant and N Kotis-
war Singh asked the Mumbai
Commissioner of Police to serve

notice on the five influencers to
ensure their presence in the court,
failing which coercive action will
be taken.

TOP COURT SUMMONS SAMAY RAINA, OTHERS
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