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‘Pahalgam attack handlers
same as 26/11, Pulwama’

VALLEY OF FEAR: Former J&K Chief Minister describes
Pahalgam attack very painful and murder of humanity

IANS
NEW DELHI

Hinting at Pakistan’s role in
the Pahalgam terror attack,
former Union Minister and
president of the National
Conference party Farooq Ab-
dullah on Friday said the
same handlers who per-
petrated 26/11, Uri, Pulwama
and Pathankot strikes are be-
hind the April 22 tragedy in
the Baisaran Valley.

The former J&K Chief
Minister described the Pahal-
gam strike as ‘very painful’
and ‘murder of humanity’, ad-
ding, “Anyone could be in-
volved in the Pahalgam
incident. Until we catch
them, we cannot say who it is.
The handlers must be the
same ones who did it before.
It’s not just about today. They
did it in URI too. You must
have seen what happened in
Pulwama. Who did it in
Mumbai? Who did it in Pa-
thankot? Who did it in Ra-

jouri and Poonch? The
handlers are sitting there.”

He suggested that Pakis-
tan’s objective behind the Pa-
halgam strike was to disrupt
J&K’s journey of progress.

“They feel that we are liv-
ing in peace, living calmly,
thousands of tourists are
roaming here. They didn’t
like it. They want us not to
stay with them. Since 1947,
they have tried to destroy as
much as they can and will
continue to try,” he said.

Seeking strict action
against the accused in the Pa-

halgam terror strike that left
26 dead, Abdullah said, “The
culprits should be caught and
given exemplary punish-
ment.”

The former Union minister
was also suspicious about the
involvement of local Kash-
miris in the Pahalgam terror
attack. “I don’t think this kind
of thing can happen without
some kind of help. Unless
someone supports them,
how did they come, from
where did they come?” he
said.

Amid indications that
Jaish-e-Mohammed terrorist
Rauf Asghar, brother of Jaish
chief Masood Azhar, could be
among the masterminds of 
the Pahalgam strike, Abdul-
lah regretted the release of
Masood Azhar by the Indian
government in exchange for
freeing the hostages of the hi-
jacked Indian Airlines Flight
814 in Kandahar in De-
cember1999.

“I said earlier too, when
Azhar was released, I said

don’t release him. He has al-
ready made his paths. Who
knows if he is involved in this
too? But no one listened to
me. They took him to Pakis-
tan. Children were killed
here. They shot my cousin at
his home. We caught him
with great difficulty, but they
took him in a plane to Kanda-
har. No one listened to us in
that,” he said.
Farooq backs caste
census among Muslims
Farooq Abdullah on Friday
supported Prime Minister
Narendra Modi-led govern-
ment's decision to conduct a
caste census, saying that the
exercise will also shed light
on the condition of marginal-
ised Muslims. He backed the
Narendra Modi government’s
decision to stop Indus water 
supply to Pakistan in the
aftermath of the Pahalgam
terror attack.
“We’ve been saying for years

that this treaty should be
renegotiated,” Abdullah
added.

Eight members of
Muslim family in
Mathura convert
to Hinduism
PTI
MATHURA

In a religious ceremony con-
ducted with Vedic rituals at an
ashram in Vrindavan, eight
members of a Muslim family
in the Jamunapar area of Ma-
thura embraced Hinduism on
Thursday.

The family members also
changed their names, stating
that the decision was volun-
tary and rooted in their ances-
tral faith.

The head of the family, 50-
year-old Zakir -- who now
goes by the name Jagdish --
originally hails from the Sher-
garh area of the district but
has been living in his in-laws'
village for years, running a
shop.

Speaking to the media, Jag-
dish said, "Our ancestors were
Hindus until the Mughal era.
They converted to Islam
under pressure. But in mind,
word, and deed, I have con-
tinued to worship Goddess
Kali. The villagers still call me
'Bhagat ji'."

Theconversionwasfacilitated
by Hindu Yuva Vahini at Bhag-
wat Dham Ashram in Vrinda-
van's Shri Ji Vatika Colony.

Days after terror attack,
families of martyrs still
waiting for justice: Cong
Gaurav Vivek Bhatnagar
NEW DELHI

Pointing out that 10 days have
passed since the April 22 ter-
rorist attack in Pahalgam in
Jammu and Kashmir, the Con-
gress on Friday said “the
families of the martyrs are wait-
ing for justice”.

Raising the issue, chairper-
son of the party’s social media
and digital platforms Supriya
Shrinate said “the whole
country is angry and wants
Pakistan to be taught a lesson
that will make its soul tremble”.

The PM had, following the
attack, stated that ““terrorists
have dared to attack the soul of
India” and that “those who con-
spired for this attack will get a
punishment bigger than they
could have imagined.” There-
after he had given “operational
freedom” to the armed forces to
respond to the terror strike by
choosing the “mode, target and
timing for their response”.

Shrinate, however, accused
the PM of “thinking of laughing
and making dirty jokes against
the Opposition?” Her com-
ments were in regard to Modi
commenting during the com-

missioning of the Vizhinjam In-
ternational Seaport in Kerala
that the presence of two promi-
nent leaders of the Opposition’s
INDIA bloc -- chief minister Pi-
narayi Vijayan and Congress
MP Shashi Tharoor - on the dais
with him would give sleepless
nights to many.

Shrinate said following the
Pahalgam incident the Opposi-
tion, including the Congress,
had made it clear that it stood
100 per cent with the govern-
ment in responding to the situ-
ation. Stating that ridiculing the
Opposition showed lack of dig-
nity, the Congress spokesper-
son insisted that “the country is
watching - and everyone else is
watching”.

Meanwhile, Congress gen-
eral secretary Jairam Ramesh
also raised the issue of the Op-
position waiting for a response
from the government to the Pa-
halgam attack. He remarked
that the PM was a “master of
giving a headline without a
deadline” and termed the an-
nouncement on the conduct of
a caste census a “diversionary
tactic” when the country was
expecting strong action against
Pakistan.

Saleofliquor&
meat bannedon
14-kmRamPath
inAyodhya
Biswajeet Banerjee
AYODHYA

In a move aimed at preserving
the sanctity of the religious cor-
ridorleadingtotheRamTemple,
the Ayodhya Municipal Corpor-
ation has passed a resolution to
ban the sale of meat, liquor, and
certain types of advertisements
along a 14-kilometre stretch of
RamPath,thekeyroadconnect-
ing Ayodhya and Faizabad. The
path holds special religious sig-
nificance as the Ram Temple is
located along it.

The resolution, passed by the
Executive Committee of the
Ayodhya Municipal Corpor-
ation, also proposes a ban on
advertisementsofpaan,gutkha,
bidi, cigarettes, and undergar-
ments along the route. Ayodhya
Mayor Girish Pati Tripathi an-
nouncedthedecisiononThurs-
day, stating that the move is
meant to uphold the city's spiri-
tual atmosphere and religious
sentiments. "To maintain the
true religious spirit of Ayodhya,
the Executive Committee has
unanimously passed a resol-
ution to ban the sale of meat
andliquoralongtheentireRam
Path,” said Mayor Tripathi.

SC restrains deportation
of family to Pakistan
IANS
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Friday
came to the rescue of a family
detained for deportation to
Pakistan, after it claimed that
they were holding Indian pass-
ports and Aadhaar cards.

In the writ petition filed be-
fore the top court, the peti-
tioners claimed that they are
Indian nationals, and were resi-
dents of Mirpur till the year
1997 but later moved to the city
of Srinagar.

The family had received a
notice on April 25 from the
Foreign Registration Office
(FRO) in Srinagar asking them
to leave India on expiration of
their visa on the premise that
they are Pakistani nationals.

Further, the lead petitioner,
who obtained an MBA from
IIM, Kerala and is presently
working in Bengaluru, claimed
that his father, mother, elder
sister and younger sisters were
arrested by the J&amp;K Po-
lice illegally on April 29 at
around 9 pm.

The plea stated the family
members were taken to the
India-Pakistan Border on April

30 at around 12.20 pm and are
at present being forced to leave
India from the border.

In an interim relief, a Bench
of Justices Surya Kant and NK
Singh ordered that no coercive
measures be taken against the
petitioners till verification of
documents.

“Since factual pleas raised
require verification, including
genuineness of documents, we
dispose of the present writ
petition at this stage without
expressing any opinion on
merits, with a direction to
authorities to verify the docu-
ments or any other relevant
facts that may be brought to
their notice.

Raj witnesses swift
growth in NEET
registrations
Manish Godha
JAIPUR

With a major coaching hub
of Kota and emerging
centers like Jaipur, Jodhpur
and Sikar, Rajasthan has
witnessed swift growth in
medical NEET registrations
over the last couple of
years.

As per the data of Na-
tional Testing Agency five
major states with maximum
registrations in 2024 were
Maharashtra, Uttar Pra-
desh, Rajasthan, Tamil
Nadu and Karnataka, while
in a significant trend, Rajas-
than has emerged as the
growing state by witnessing
the swift growth in NEET
registrations, surging from
1,48,364 in 2023 to 1,78,756
in 2024 which is about a
20% rise.

As per experts this is ex-
pected to remain the same
in 2025. The surge is at-
tributed to the magnetism
of Kota’s top coaching insti-
tutions who are making Ra-
jasthan a major coaching
hub with Kota the coaching
capital of India.

PTI
BHUBANESWAR

A section of devotees of Lord
Jagannath in Odisha has taken
umbrage over the West Ben-
gal government's portrayal of
the newly inaugurated Digha
temple as 'Jagannath Dham',
with at least two former
members of the 12th-century
Puri shrine's managing com-
mittee demanding the with-
drawal of what they call a
"self-styled" title. While many

Hindu priests, researchers,
servitors and scholars have re-
jected the naming of Digha's
Jagannath Temple as a 'Dham',
renowned sand artist and
Padma Shri awardee Sudar-
san Pattnaik has sought a
clarification from West Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata Ba-
nerjee.

He accused Banerjee of
hurting the religious senti-
ments of crores of Lord Jagan-
nath devotees across the
globe. After the inauguration

of the Jagannath Temple in
Digha on Wednesday, Baner-
jee had referred to it as a
'Dham'.

In a letter to Odisha Chief
Minister Mohan Charan
Majhi, the Padma awardee
said, "This statement has
deeply hurt the religious
sentiments of millions of Ja-
gannath devotees worldwide.
According to our scared scrip-
ture, there exists only one 'Ja-
gannath Dham', which is
located in Puri.

Devotees demand removal of Jagannath
Dham label from Digha temple
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Caste census would prevent appeasement’,
religion-based reservation, says BJP
Gaurav Vivek Bhatnagar
NEW DELHI

With social media activists of
several Opposition parties
ridiculing the Bharatiya Janata
Party for taking a U-turn on its
stance on caste census, when
the Union Cabinet gave a nod
to it two days ago, the saffron
party on Friday claimed that
the move would counter ap-
peasement by ensuring that
religion-based reservation was
not granted anywhere.

The party’s national in-
formation and technology de-
partment in-charge Amit
Malviya wrote on “X” that,
“The caste census announced
by the Modi government
marks a significant step to-
ward ensuring genuine social
justice in India.”

He insisted that “unlike the
Congress-led 2011 caste cen-
sus—which resulted in unus-
able data and absurd

outcomes, such as listing over
46 lakh castes—the upcoming
census promises to be more
focused, accurate, and pur-
pose-driven.”

Malviya further noted that
“once conducted, it will help
identify the most deprived
among the OBC, SC, and ST

communities, enabling fair
sub-classification to ensure
that smaller and more margi-
nalised groups are not side-
lined. This will make the
system of social representa-
tion more equitable and re-
flective of ground realities.”

Malviya said “in 2011, the
Congress attempted to use
flawed caste data to introduce
a 4.5% minority sub-quota
within the OBC category—a
move aimed at Muslim ap-
peasement, which was ulti-
mately struck down by the
courts.”

As such, he said “the Modi
government’s initiative rein-
forces the principle that af-
firmative action must be based
on social and educational
backwardness -- not religious
identity. This approach aims to
protect the constitutional
rights of OBCs, SCs, and STs
while ensuring fair and evi-
dence-based representation.”

Pran Pratishtha of Ram
Darbar on June 1

Pakistan attempts to attack Indian
websites linked to children
IANS
NEW DELHI

Pakistan has once again re-
sorted to cyberattacks against
India. In a continued wave of
cyber offensives, Pakistan-
sponsored hacker groups such
as “Cyber Group HOAX1337”
and “National Cyber Crew”
made unsuccessful attempts to
breach some websites.

Defence sources said that
these hacking efforts were
promptly identified and neu-
tralised by Indian cybersecur-
ity agencies. The latest
cyberattacks were carried out
on Thursday.

Highly-placed sources sub-
mitted that among the latest
provocations, the websites of
Army Public School Nagrota

and Sunjuwan were targeted
and attempted to be defaced
with messages mocking the
victims of the recent Pahalgam
terror attack.

In another incident, a web-
site catering to ex-ser-
vicemen’s healthcare services
was defaced, signalling Pakis-
tan’s growing frustration.
There have been repeated at-
tempts made by hackers oper-

ating from Pakistan to attack
websites having linkages to
children, old age veterans and
other innocent people.<Re-
sorting to attacking veterans
and families’ platforms reflects
another low by Pakistan and
their continuous attempt at
unethical ways of operating.

The hacking of the Army In-
stitute of Hotel Management’s
website and Indian Air Force
veterans’ further illustrates the
Pakistani establishment’s in-
tent to provoke and escalate
tensions in the digital battles-
pace. These brazen cyberat-
tacks are part of a broader
pattern of provocation by Pak-
istan, which has long em-
ployed terrorism and
information warfare against
India, sources added.

IANS
NEW DELHI

The first floor of Ayodhya’s
Ram Temple is likely to be
opened to the public, a day
after the Pran Pratishtha cer-
emony, starting on June 3.

The Pran Pratishtha of Ram
Darbar will begin on June 3
and will be completed on
June 5.

While the earlier grand
consecration ceremony saw
Ram Lalla taking his place in
the sanctum sanctorum, the
first floor will have Lord Ram
in ‘King’ form.

An elaborate Ram Darbar is
being set up on the first floor,
as part of which 18 idols will
be installed along with Lord
Ram, likely on May 23.

Nripendra Mishra, Chair-
man of the Construction Com-
mittee of Shri Ram
Janmabhoomi Teerth Kshetra
reached Ayodhya on Friday,
and inspected the undergoing
construction work at the site.

After the inspection, he told
the mediapersons: “The main
temple will be handed over in
August or September and the
Parakota in November.”

Sharing further informa-
tion, he said that the installa-
tion of idols has started in the
Parakota and Sapta Mandirs.

“The idols of Ram Darbar
will be installed in the sanc-
tum sanctorum on 23 May.
Apart from this, the idol of
Laxman ji will also reach and
be installed in Sheshavtar
temple by 30 May,” he said.

The family had
received a notice on
April 25 from the
Foreign Registration
Office (FRO) in
Srinagar asking
them to leave India
on expiration of their
visa on the premise
that they are
Pakistani nationals

Tejashwi unveils
masterplan
Patna: A fresh political
storm is brewing in Bihar
after Leader of Opposition
Tejashwi Yadav unveiled a
sweeping ‘Reservation
Masterplan’ on social media
on Friday. The move, widely
seen as a direct response to
the Centre’s caste census an-
nouncement, is expected to
reshape the social justice
discourse in the run-up to
the 2025 Bihar Assembly
elections.
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