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Be facilitators of growth, 
PM exhorts civil servants 
Asks bureaucrats to ramp up the pace and scale of reforms across sectors
ARCHIS MOHAN 
New Delhi, 21 April 

Civil servants in India must trans-
form themselves into enablers,
expanding their role from being

merely the keeper of rule books to becom-
ing facilitators of growth, said Prime
Minister (PM) Narendra Modi on Monday.

In his 40-minute pep talk to the coun-
try’s top civil servants on the occasion of 
the National Civil Services Day at the
national capital’s Vigyan Bhavan, the PM 
said the world was changing at a rapid
pace, and India’s bureaucracy and poli-
cymaking could not operate on outdated 
frameworks. 

He urged them to become tech-savvy, 
adapt to contemporary challenges, and, 
most of all, follow the mantra of “Nagarik 
Devo Bhava” and be sensitive to the needs
of the poor. 

Modi said there was a time when the 
bureaucracy’s role was that of a regulator,
which “controlled the speech of indus-
trialisation and entrepreneurship”. “But 
the country has moved beyond this
thought process. Today, we are busy cre-
ating an environment to promote an
entrepreneurial spirit in citizens and
helping them cross barriers,” the PM said.

Modi pointed at the example of the
MSME (micro, small, and medium enter-
prises) sector, which he said was the foun-
dation of the government’s “manufactur-
ing mission”. He said the country’s young
entrepreneurs and its MSMEs had a his-
toric opportunity, given the changes tak-
ing place in the world.  

“It is essential in such a scenario that 
we become more competitive in the
global supply chain,” he said, adding, how
even a small country with better “ease of 
compliances” would compete strongly
with India’s startups.  

“If the objective of Indian industry is 
to make globally best products then
India’s bureaucracy’s objective should be
to provide the world’s best ease of compli-
ances environment.” 

Modi said this was the time for civil 
servants to “reimagine reforms” and

increase the “pace and scale of reforms” 
across sectors. 

“Infrastructure development, renew-
able energy, internal security… or if the 
objective is to reduce corruption, (the roll-
out of) social-welfare schemes, or
Olympic sports, we need to carry out new 
reforms in every sector.” 

The PM said the world was keen on 
investing in India, and it was incumbent 
on all to ensure this opportunity was not 
lost. “We have to reduce the possibility of 
red tape at every level — state, district, or 
block — and only then would we be able 
to achieve our targets in states, districts, 

and blocks,” he said. 
“The policies we are working on today,

the decisions we are taking, are going to 
shape the future of the next 1,000 years,” 
the PM said. 

In the past 10 years India has pro-
gressed from incremental change to
impactful transformation, and the
country's governance model is now
focused on next-generation reforms,
leveraging technology and innovative
practices, he emphasised. “In the age of 
technology, governance is not about man-
aging systems, it is about multiplying pos-
sibilities,” he said. 

The PM highlighted rapid advance-
ments in artificial intelligence and quan-
tum physics, asking civil servants to pre-
pare for this technological revolution.
However, he also observed: “No matter 
how technology-driven the world
becomes, we should never forget the
importance of human judgement.” 

The PM noted this year’s theme of
Civil Services Day was “Holistic
Development of India”, which is a com-
mitment to ensure that no village, no
family, and no citizen was left behind,
adding that true progress was not about 
small changes but about achieving a full-
scale impact. 

He said quality in governance was not 
determined by the mere launch of
schemes but by how deeply these schemes
reached the people and their real impact. 

Modi said food, water, and energy
security remained major issues, particu-
larly for the Global South, and underlined
the need to develop localised strategies 
and build resilience to tackle these emerg-
ing global issues. “Every time you prior-
itise integrity over convenience, innova-
tion over inertia, or service over status, 
you propel the nation forward,” he said. 

Since 2006, the National Civil Services
Day is being marked every year on April 
21. It was on this day in 1947 that Sardar 
Vallabhbhai Patel referred to civil ser-
vants as the “steel frame of India”, while 
addressing the probationers of
Administrative Services Officers at Delhi’s
Metcalf House. 

Nano sulphur can solve low 
mustard yield issue: Scientist 
SANJEEB MUKHERJEE 
New Delhi, 21 April 

Can extensive use of nano sulphur solve 
India’s perennial problem of low oilseed 
yields, which is a major hindrance in the 
country’s journey towards self-sufficiency?

Well, scientists from TERI claim it can. 
TERI scientists claim that the nano sul-

phur developed by them increases yield 
of mustard by 30-40 per cent from 1,156 
kilogram (kg) per acre (with regular prac-
tice) to 1,559 kg per acre (around 3.7 tonnes 
per hectare) and increases oil content by 
28-30 per cent. DMH-11, the genetically-
modified mustard, increases average per 
hectare yield by 10-40 per cent in various 
multi-site trials conducted so far. 

Existing mustard varieties give an aver-
age per hectare yield of around 1-1.8 tonne,
reports show. 

“Our research found nano sulphur to 
give similar yield enhancement as DMH-
11 using conventional (non genetically-
modified) varieties,” Pushpalata Singh,
associate director, nano commercial pro-
duction at TERI told Business Standard.  

Mustard was chosen to test the efficacy
of nano sulphur because sulphur in soil 
helps mustard get higher yield and higher 
oil content. “To improve oil content in
mustard, one needs a good amount of sul-
phur,” Singh said. Field studies by TERI 
suggested that use of nano sulphur on
mustard crops leads to increased plant
height, branches, chlorophyll content, and
biological yield. It also replaces up to 50 
per cent of traditional sulphur fertilisers 
and can lead to an additional earning of 
up to ~12,000 per acre for farmers. 

Explaining the trial method, Singh,
who had been leading the research in nano

fertilisers at TERI, said that to evaluate the 
bio-efficacy of nano sulphur, trials were
conducted on two Indian varieties of
Brassica juncea (mustard) in the 2023-24 
rabi season in Gurugram, Haryana. 

She said that two foliar sprays of nano 
sulphur in liquid form were applied on the
crop at 35 and 50 days after sowing. 

The outcome of the study demon-
strated that nano sulphur can substitute 
up to 50 per cent of traditional sulphur, 
while providing significant benefits in
terms of increasing plant height, branches,

chlorophyll content of leaves, and biolog-
ical yield. “Considering the minimum sup-
port price of mustard in Haryana, farmers 
can generate additional revenue of
(approximately) ~12,000 per acre. The cost 
benefit would help small farmers compen-
sate for the cost of alternative fertilisers 
like nano sulphur and any cost associated 
with foliar application,” Singh said. 

She added that nano sulphur could
prove to be a boon for oilseed crops in
India as studies show that almost 41-45
per cent of soils in India are deficient in 
sulphur. “Bulk of these soils are in Madhya
Pradesh, Maharashtra, Gujarat and
Andhra Pradesh, all of which are major oil-
seed producers,” Singh said. 

Nano sulphur also solves the problem 
of leeching that conventional sulphur has 
due to which it bypasses the roots and goes
through the soft sandy soil. 

“Also, if the soil is compact, conven-
tional sulphur gets trapped and does not 
reach the roots adequately,” she said. “All 
this does not happen in foliar application 
of nano sulphur. “In other words, if we
apply nano sulphur through seed treat-
ment, almost 90-100 per cent is available 
for the plant, while in case of conventional 
sulphur (where there is no seed treatment),
just around 10-15 per cent is available,”
Singh said. The scientists further claimed 
that one major difference between nano 
products currently available, like nano
urea and nano diammonium phosphate 
and the nano sulphur developed by them 
is that the latter is a completely green pro-
duct that uses biological agents like plant 
promoting bacteria that secrete enzymes 
and metabolites. 

More on business-standard.com

Dr Pushplata Singh, associate director, 
nano commercial production at TERI, said 
their research found nano sulphur gives 
similar yield enhancement as DMH-11 
using conventional (non-GM) varieties

ALL IN A DAY

Former Congress president 
Rahul Gandhi has cited the 
example of Maharashtra 
Assembly  elections  to  
allege that the Election 
Commission (EC) is 
“compromised” and “there 
is something wrong with the 
system”.  Speaking in 
Boston, US, the Leader of 
Opposition in the Lok Sabha 
claimed more people voted 

in the Maharashtra polls.  
“The EC gave us a voting 

figure for 5.30 pm, and 
between 5.30 pm and 7.30 
pm, 6.5 million voters voted. 
This is physically impossible 
to happen. For a voter to vote, 
it takes approx 3 minutes, and 
if you do the Math, it would 
mean that there were lines of 
voters till 2 am, but this did 
not happen,” he said. PTI

Hitting out at BJP MP Nishikant Dubey 
for his “Muslim commissioner” barb, 
former chief election commissioner  
S Y Quraishi on Monday said he believes 
in an idea of India where an individual is 
defined by his contributions, and 

asserted that “for some, religious 
identities are a staple to forward their 
hateful politics”. Quraishi asserted that 
India “has, is, and will always stand up 
and fight” for its constitutional 
institutions and principles. PTI

Eight Maoists, including a top rung 
central committee member of the 
extremists carrying a bounty of  
~1 crore on his head, were killed in an 
encounter with CoBRA commandos of 
the CRPF and police in Bokaro  
district of Jharkhand on Monday, 
officials said. 

Those killed include central 
committee member of the extremist 
Prayag Manjhi alias Vivek, special area 
committee member Arvind Yadav alias 
Avinash, zonal committee member 
Sahebram Manjhi alias Rahul Manjhi, 
Mahesh Manjhi alias Mota, Talu, Ranju 
Manjhi, Gangaram and Mahesh. 

Vivek carried a bounty of ~1 crore, 
Arvind Yadav had a reward of ~25 lakh 
and Sahebram Majhi of ~10 lakh. They 
were booked by the police in various 
cases of violence, the officials said. 

PTI
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IF THE GOAL OF INDIAN INDUSTRY IS 
TO MAKE GLOBALLY BEST PRODUCTS, 
THEN INDIA’S BUREAUCRACY’S 
OBJECTIVE SHOULD BE TO PROVIDE  
THE WORLD’S BEST EASE OF 
COMPLIANCES ENVIRONMENT”
NARENDRA MODI, Prime Minister
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