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Cong expresses concern at
Pak-Russia $2.6 billion deal

MISGUIDED POLICY| Congress’s media and publicity department head
Pawan Khera says it is due to India’s failed foreign policy

Gaurav Vivek Bhatnagar
NEW DELHI

The Congress on Friday
raised concerns about Russia
signing a $2.6 billion deal
with Pakistan for reviving a
very old steel mill there ter-
ming the coming together of
India’s trusted aide with its
sworn enemy a result of the
country’s “failed foreign pol-
icy”.

Earlier this week, Russia
had agreed to help Pakistan
build a modern steel plant on
the site of a defunct mill
which the erstwhile Soviet
Union had operated for
nearly two decades till the
early 1990s. The new steel
plant would reduce Pakis-
tan’s steel imports by a third
and the pact has come at a
time when the country is
facing a major economic cri-
sis.

For India, which had im-
posed economic and visa
sanctions and imposed air-

space restrictions against
Pakistan following the Pahal-
gam terror attack in order to
bleed it financially and to in-
crease its seclusion, the
agreement with Russia has
come as a major shock. The
primary reason is that it em-
powers Pakistan – a state
India has long projected as a
sponsor of cross-border ter-
rorism – economically.

The concern is that funds
meant for steel plants or
businesses could get re-
routed to fund terror activ-
ities aimed at India.

By conducting Operation
Sindoor against terror sites in
Pakistan and Pakistan occu-
pied Kashmir, India had sent
out a strong message that it
was changing the rules of the
game. Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi had sub-

sequently declared that India
would no longer wait to at-
tack terror centres, would no
longer allow nuclear threats
to be issued by Pakistan and
would not treat the Pakistan
government and military
separately from terror
groups if they are found har-
bouring them.

Following Operation Sin-
door, in which India also in-
flicted heavy losses on
Pakistani airbases and air de-
fence systems, Pakistan has
managed to secure more aid,
business and assurances
from several countries.

While China has offered 
Pakistan its J-20 radar evad-
ing jets and there were re-
ports that it may even give up 
to 40 J-35 stealth jets as early 
as 2026, Pakistan prime min-
ister Shehbaz Sharif ’s recent 

visit to Turkiye, which had 
provided it with a number of 
drones it used against India 
during the recent conflict, 
may also yield it some addi-
tional weapons and financial 
aid. 

With all this happening at
a time when India’s own
seven all-party delegations
are visiting various countries
to apprise them of Operation
Sindoor, the Opposition
parties are wondering if
India’s diplomacy is not mak-
ing the impact it should.

Congress’s media and pub-
licity department head
Pawan Khera insisted that it
was due to our “failed foreign
policy” that post Pahalgam
attacks and during Operation
Sindoor “no country called
Pakistan a terrorist state” and
neither did they issue any
statement in favour of India.

On the other hand, he said,
“after Operation Sindoor, Ku-
wait has lifted visa restric-
tions on Pakistan; Iran, UAE,

and Gulf countries are sig-
ning MoUs with Pakistan,
and the most shocking thing
is that yesterday, Russia
signed an MoU with Pakistan
to revive its very old steel
mill, under which Pakistan
will get $2.6 billion from Rus-
sia.” Sharing an image of Sha-
rif with Russian President
Vladimir Putin he also re-
marked, “But to question our
country’s foreign policy is
anti-national? The emperor
is naked. Long live the em-
peror.”

However, the point Khera
chose to overlook is that Rus-
sia’s relationship with Pakis-
tan has been largely
non-strategic. On the other
side, it still remains India’s
biggest arms supplier and
the S-400 air defence system
and the Mig and the Sukhoi
series aircraft provided by it
as also the jointly manufac-
tured Brahmos missiles
played a key role in recent
operations.

Nitish govt constitutes
various commissions
ahead of Bihar polls
Dheeraj Kumar
PATNA

Bihar chief minister Nitish
Kumar has embarked on re-
viving various state-owned
commissions by making fresh
appointments to them with
the main objective to woo
various social groups before
assembly elections.

The other objectives in-
clude Nitish`s efforts to ‘sat-
isfy’ disgruntled leaders and
also preempting any chance of
some leaders` demand for
tickets in polls, creating
troubles for the NDA in the
polls.

The Bihar government has
issued an important notifica-
tion from the general admin-
istration department and
reorganised two important

commissions related to the
welfare of upper castes and
scheduled tribes. BJP and JD
(U) leaders have been given
important responsibilities.

Bihar general administra-
tion department, reorganising
two important commissions
related to the welfare of upper
castes and scheduled tribes.

According to the notifica-
tion, senior BJP leader and
former minister Mahachan-
dra Prasad Singh has been ap-
pointed as the chairman of the
upper caste commission. JD
(U) leader Rajiv Ranjan Prasad
has been made the vice-chair-
man in the commission. The
tenure of the chairman, vice-
chairman and members of the
commission has been fixed for
three years from the date of
assuming office.

Russia signed an MoU with Pakistan to
revive its very old steel mill, under which
Pakistan will get $2.6 billion from Russia

N Chithra
CHENNAI

The ongoing feud between Pat-
tali Makkal Katchi (PMK)
founder S Ramadoss and his
son and former Union Minister
Anbumani took a turn for the
worse on Thursday with the
former launching a blistering
attack on the latter accusing

him of autocratic functioning,
disregard for party values, and
behaviour unbecoming of a
leader.

“It was my mistake that I
made Anbumani a Central
Cabinet Minister (in the first
Manmohan Singh Govern-
ment) when he was just 35,” Ra-
madoss told journalists at his
Thailapuram farm bungalow in

Villupuram district.
The father-son duo have not

been seeing eye-to-eye politi-
cally and personally for a
couple of months now. The dif-
ferences came out to the fore
when Ramadoss had appointed
his daughter’s son Mukundan
as the youth wing leader. This
led to an open show of disap-
proval by Anbumani.

Ramadoss says making son a min an error

Chirag may contest
assembly polls
Dheeraj Kumar
PATNA

Union Minister and LJP (RV)
chief Chirag Paswan on Fri-
day created a flutter in politi-
cal circles when he gave hints
about his intention to contest
the coming assembly elec-
tion.

Talking to newspersons at
Mahua in Vaishali district,
Chirag said, “If my party is
ready, I am ready to contest
assembly election. It is
broaching on the issue, and
also conducting a survey in
different assembly consti-
tuencies. Both my party and
NDA will be benefited if I con-
test the election,” he re-
marked,

“It is not an alibi or pre-
tense, my party is giving seri-
ous thought to the matter. It is
not only a matter of personal
ambition, but a part of the
broader strategy of LJP (RV)

and NDA. My party will be
able to win more seats if he
contests the assembly elec-
tion, helping NDA too," he
added.

"My party wants to im-
prove its strike rate in the as-
sembly election and there are
several instances when it has
been seen that any senior
leader of the party contesting
elections leaves an impact on
the entire organisation,” he
commented. Chirag has al-
ready made it clear that he is
not aspiring to become chief
minister of the state as there
is no vacancy for the post.

In the last assembly elec-
tion, Chirag had contested the 
assembly election separately
and not as a constituent and
had also fielded his party can-
didates against JD (U) candi-
dates, relegating chief
minister Nitish Kumar`s
party to the third position in
the seat tally.

Row erupts after TMC
leader’s purported audio clip
threatening cop goes viral
IANS
KOLKATA

A shocking audio clip has sur-
faced in which a Trinamool
Congress district leader Anu-
brata Mondal is purportedly
threatening a police officer in
the district to rape his mother
and wife.

The audio clip was first
shared by BJP's state president
in West Bengal and the Union
Minister of State, Sukanta Ma-
jumdar, on the wall of his X
handle, which was reposted
by BJP's Information Technol-
ogy cell chief and the party's
central observer for West
Bengal, Amit Malviya.

While reposting the audio

clip, Malviya claimed that the
incident shows the real face of
the ruling party in West Ben-
gal, where a police officer is
treated.

Malviya also claimed that
the development proves what
would be the plight of com-
mon people and also the ex-
tent of insecurity that women
in the state face.

"A TMC leader, under the
very nose of a woman Chief
Minister, threatens a police of-
ficer with the rape of his
mother and wife. This is the
real face of TMC - embol-
dened, lawless, and shameless.
If this is how they treat a police
officer, imagine the plight of
ordinary citizens.
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