
BSF has not let its guard down: IG
OPERATION SINDOOR | BSF has fortified surveillance and defensive measures, responding aggressively to Pakistani provocations
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The Border Security Force on
Tuesday said it targeted 76
Pakistani border outposts and
42 forward defence locations
(FDLs) and destroyed three
terrorist launch pads in strong
retaliation to unprovoked fir-
ing and shelling by Pakistani
Rangers along the Inter-
national Border (IB) in the
Jammu frontier during Oper-
ation Sindoor.

The BSF action came after
Pakistan launched heavy fir-
ing and shelling on 60 Indian
posts and 49 forward posi-
tions, reportedly providing
cover for an attempted infil-
tration by 40–50 terrorists, of-
ficials said.

“Pakistan fired on our 60
border outposts and 49 for-
ward defence locations. In re-
sponse, we opened fire on 76
of their posts and 42 FDLs,”
BSF Deputy Inspector Gen-
eral (DIG) Chiterpaul Singh
told reporters here.

Singh said a key terror
launch pad run by Pakistan's
Inter-Services Intelligence
(ISI) near the Sunderbani sec-
tor was destroyed. “There is

no movement seen from that
area now,” he said.

Inspector General of BSF,
Jammu Frontier, Shashank
Anand said intelligence inputs
confirmed that multiple
launch pads were hit, and
there were several fatalities
among terrorists and Pakis-
tani Rangers during precision
strikes.

Asserting that Operation
Sindoor is on as Pakistan can-
not be trusted, he said, “We

cannot let our guard down.
We are maintaining the high-
est possible vigil along the
border.”

“A Lashkar-e-Taiba launch
pad opposite the ‘chicken
neck’ area was neutralised on
the night of May 9–10 using a
special weapon system,” he IG
said, adding three launch
pads in Loni, Mastpur, and
Chabbra were destroyed.

“We are still assessing the
total damage in coordination

with our partner agencies.
Three launch pads and several
posts were destroyed. Many
Pakistani villages were va-
cated by Rangers,” he said.

"After April 22, Pakistani
Rangers reduced their visibil-
ity at forward posts, but BSF
maintained aggressive field
domination. Our troops, in-
cluding women personnel,
stood firm and ready for
eventuality,” Anand said.

DIG Indreshwar said that

on the night of May 8, BSF's
surveillance systems detected
the movement of a group of
40–50 terrorists near Sialkot.
"We launched a pre-emptive
strike in the Samba region to
foil their infiltration attempt,"
he said.

Describing the Pakistan
Rangers’ reaction as “unex-
pected from soldiers,” the DIG
said, “They fled their posts.
They were not prepared for
such a strong response. But
we expect that they will re-
store their terror infrastruc-
ture in the future.”

The IG said a demoralised
enemy responded with shel-
ling in the Akhnoor sector the
next night, prompting BSF re-
taliation. “On the night of May
9 and 10, we targeted Lashkar-
e-Taiba launch pads and de-
stroyed one just three
kilometres from the border.”

DIG Virendra Datta from
Sunderbani said the BSF re-
ceived intelligence about 18–
20 terrorists planning
infiltration. “We responded
with a strategic mortar offen-
sive, surrounding enemy
posts. Several Pakistani posi-
tions were destroyed,” he
said.
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Maoist with
Rs 4L bounty
surrenders
A hardcore member of
the banned CPI(Maoist)
carrying a Rs 4 lakh re-
ward on his head surren-
dered before the
Superintendent of Police,
Rayagada district, on
Tuesday. The surren-
dered red ultra, Bijaya
Punem alias Ajay, hails
from Batigudem village
under Husur police limits
in Bijapur district of
Chhattisgarh. He is an
Area Committee
Member (ACM) under
the "Bansadhara-Ghu-
musar-Nagabali" (BGN)
division of the banned
Communist Party of
India (Maoist).

MEDININGAR (J’KHAND)

CPI (Maoist)
killed in
gunfight
A commander of the
banned CPI (Maoist) was
killed in a gunfight with
security forces in Jhark-
hand's Palamu district, a
senior police official said
on Tuesday. Another red
rebel, who is carrying a
bounty of Rs 15 lakh, is
said to have been injured
in the encounter, he said.
Several weapons, includ-
ing a self-loading rifle,
were recovered during the
search operation after the
gunfight, police said.
The encounter between
security forces and
Maoists broke out near Si-
tachuan area between
Mohammadganj and Hy-
dernagar police station li-
mits late on Monday,
police said.

HAILING WOMEN PERSONNEL
“Our women troops had the option to relocate to battalion

headquarters, but they chose to remain at forward posts. As-
sistant Commandant Neha Bhandari and other women con-
stables engaged enemy fire with bravery,” the IG said.

DRONE USE
The IG confirmed the use of drones by Pakistan for low-al-

titude attacks. “On the morning of May 10, Pakistan deployed
low-flying drones targeting our posts. Our troops engaged
them, but one drone dropped its payload on a post, leading to
the martyrdom of two BSF personnel and one Army jawan,”
he said.

In retaliation, the BSF launched a massive counter-offensive
targeting Pakistani bunkers, surveillance equipment and com-
munication towers in the Sialkot region, he said.

“To honour our martyrs, we will name two posts after them.
A post in Samba will be named ‘Sindoor’,” the IG said.

Bloodshed won’t stop J&K: Omar
Jammu: Jammu and Kashmir
Chief Minister Omar Abdullah
chaired a cabinet meeting in Pa-
halgam on Tuesday, moving his
administrationoutofSrinagarin
a bid to instil confidence follow-
ing last month’s deadly terror at-
tack in the area. The visit comes
as conderns deepen over the re-
gion’s tourism revival, which is a

keycontributortothelocalecon-
omy.

Addressing a press confer-
enceafterthecabinetmeetingin
Pahalgam, Abdullah said, "This
morning, the Jammu and Kash-
mir cabinet meeting was con-
vened in Pahalgam. This is the
first time this govt has held a
cabinet meeting outside Jammu

or Srinagar. Though we worked
as per the agenda of our govern-
ment, we did not have a cabinet
meeting in Pahalgam for just an
administrative or government
function. The agenda of devel-
opment and happiness in
JammuandKashmir,theagenda
to represent the people in J&K
will not stop due to bloodshed."

National Conference President Farooq Abdullah tees
off at Pahalgam Golf Course on Tuesday
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