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SalaamNewYork

VEEnU SAnDhU
NewDelhi, 26 June

There has been a development in New
York that challenges Donald Trump’s
America,wherecertainsubjects—such
asdiversity, inclusion, immigrants,and
Palestine — have become difficult to
venture into. It is theprimaryvictoryof
ZohranKwameMamdani in themayo-
ral election, one that makes him likely
tobecomeNewYorkCity’sfirst Indian-
American andfirstMuslimmayor if he
wins against theRepublican candidate
inNovember.

The 33-year-old Democratic candi-
date, who is a former Republican, was
born to immigrant parents, supports
Palestine, has a socialist agenda for
NewYork, including free childcare and
rent cap, feels strongly about climate
change,wants to taxwealthyBigApple
residents, and increase corporate tax.
Hispro-Palestineslogan,“Globalise the
intifada (rebellionoruprising)”,hashis
opponents gunning for him and the
Americanmediadissectinghispolitics,
but hehas stoodhis ground.

In many ways, Mamdani symbo-
lises multiculturalism, which stems
from the family he comes from, the re-
lationships he has forged, and the arts
he has embraced.

Hismother,MiraNair, is awell-rec-
ognised Indian-American filmmaker,
manyofwhosemovieshavebeencriti-
cally acclaimed globally. Among them
are Salaam Bombay!, Mississippi Ma-
sala, The Namesake, Queen of Katwe,
MonsoonWedding, ineachofwhichshe
pushes boundaries, often turning the
spotlightontheunderdog,bringingthe
missable into focus:Whether it isabout
the struggles of first-generation immi-
grants (TheNamesake),whoarecaught
between two cultures, and their
children, who believe they belong to
their parents’ adopted country but
don’t quite; or, about the precarious
lives of children in the slums of the fi-
nancial powerhouse now calledMum-
bai (SalaamBombay!),wheretheactors
are the street children themselves; or
about the travailsofa 10-year-oldchess
prodigyborninadisadvantagedpartof
Uganda (QueenofKatwe).

There is a story behind the name
“Nair”, which appears to indicate that
Mamdani’smotherhas roots inKerala.
She is, however, a Punjabi, and her
father was in the Indian Adminis-
trative Service and mother a social

worker. The family name,Nayyar, was
changed to “Nair” by her grandfather
for reasons unclear.

There is also a story behind Mam-
dani’s middle name, “Kwame”. It was
given to him by his Indian-Ugandan
father,MahmoodMamdani, inhonour
of the first President of Ghana, Kwame
Nkrumah,whomtheBBCdescribed as
a “Hero of Independence” and an “in-
ternational symbol of freedom as the
leaderof thefirstblackAfricancountry
to shakeoff thechainsof colonial rule”.
An academic, Mamdani Senior, whose
specialisationincludescolonialismand
post-colonialism,wasborninpre-Inde-

pendence Bombay to Gujarati Shia
Muslim parents, who later migrated to
Kampala, Uganda. He would, after
coming to study in theUnited States in
the ’60s, participate in the civil rights
movement, andwould also be jailed.

Itwouldn’t be amiss to say that a lot
of ZohranMamdani’s politics has been
shapedbyhis parents’.

In 2013, for instance, Mira Nair had
turneddownan invitation to theHaifa
International Film Festival in Israel as
a guest of honour. On what was then
called Twitter, and is now X, she
posted: “I will go to Israel when the
walls come down. I will go to Israel

when occupation is gone... I stand w/
Palestine for the Academic and Cul-
tural Boycott of Israel…”

Themayor’s probable parents, inci-
dentally,met inUgandawhileNairwas
researchingforMississippiMasala, and
that’s where he was born in 1991— co-
incidentally, the year the film was re-
leased. The couple immigrated to the
USwhenhewas seven.

Earlier this year, ZohranMamdani
married Syrian-American artist Rama
Duwaji, whose work, besides explor-
ing migration, heritage, community
and identity, also draws to pro-Pales-
tinian themes.

The arts have beenMamdani’s con-
stant companion – not just because of
his filmmaker mother and artist wife.
He is a former rapper. Nine years ago,
he released an EP, titled “Sidda Mu-
kyaalo” (Lugandafor“Nogoingbackto
the village”), along with Ugandan
rapperHAB.Andin2019cameasingle,
titled “Nani” –a tribute tohismaternal
grandmother, Praveen Nair, rich with
cultural references to India. It featured
the multifaceted actor and cookbook
authorMadhur Jaffrey as a revolution-
ary “nani”.

Thisvideocanbe foundontheYou-
Tubechannelcalled“MrCardamom”,a
moniker Mamdani gave himself. It’s a
clever sobriquet, given that he is a law-
maker fromQueens, and cardamom is
recognisedas the“queenofspices”. It is
aversatile spice, one thatworksboth in
sweet and savoury preparations, and
while it is never the core ingredient, it
always makes its presence known.
Mamdani has also made the world sit
up and takenote.

In 2019, when he first ran for office
(New York State Assembly), he redi-
rected his followers from “Mr Carda-
mom” to his official handle on X with
thismessage: “You know I'll be forever
spicybut I’m takingabreak frombeing
a spice to answer the question of what
happens when a B-list rapper runs for
office….”. His official handle now has
something like 376,000 followers,
whereasMrCardamomis at 380.

Meanwhile, US President Donald
Trump has gone after Mamdani
through his social media platform,
Truth Social, branding him a “100 per
cent communist lunatic” and saying
that “the Democrats have crossed
the line”.

The rapper-turned-politician, how-
ever, is staying the course. In Novem-
ber, if he is elected New York City’s
mayor, one of the things he’ll be doing
is to oversee the largest municipal
Budget in theUS.

Shuklabecomes1st
Indian to reach ISS
prESS trUSt oF inDiA
NewDelhi, 26 June

IAF test pilot Group Captain
ShubhanshuShuklaonThurs-
day became the first Indian to
set foot on the International
Space Station as he and three
other astronauts entered the
orbital laboratory to warm
hugsandhandshakesafter the
docking of their spacecraft at
the end of a 28-hour journey
around the earth.

Scripting history with this
feat, Shukla, 39, became the
634th astronaut to travel to
space with the Indian Air
Force's fighter pilot endinghis
brief remarks after entering
the ISS with a "Jai Hind Jai
Bharat"message.Heisalsothe
secondIndiantogotospace in
41 years and thefirst sinceRa-
kesh Sharma's eight-day so-
journ in 1984.

“With your love and bless-
ings, I have reached the Inter-
nationalSpaceStation. It looks
easy to stand here, but my
head is a little heavy, facing
some difficulty; but these are
minor issues,” he said in brief
remarks inHindiat the formal
welcomeceremonyat the ISS.

“Wewill get used to it. This
is thefirst stepof this journey.”
A live video link from the Na-
tional Aeronautics and Space

Administration (NASA)
showed the four-member
multi-nation crew emerging
from the Dragon spacecraft
named ‘Grace’, less than two
hours after the sequence of
dockingwith the ISSwascom-
pleted at 4.15 pm IST. The
spacecraft was put into a low-
earth orbit by SpaceX's Falcon
rocket thatwas launchedfrom
Nasa’ Kennedy Space Centre
in Florida at 12.01 pmonWed-
nesday.

The seven-member space
station crew, who are part of
Expedition 73, welcomed

Axiom-4mission commander
PeggyWhitson, as she floated
into the station soon after the
hatch-opening procedures
were completed at 5:44pm.

Whitson, a veteran astro-
naut, floated into the space
station at 5:53 pm followed by
Shukla, themissionpilot,with
Polish engineer Slawosz Uz-
nanski-Wisniewski, a mission
specialist and a European
Space Agency project astro-
naut, and Hungary's Tibor
Kapu, a mechanical engineer
and the mission specialist,
close behind.

(From left) ZohranMamdaniwithmotherMiraNair, fatherMahmood
Mamdani, andNishant Tharani at the Toronto FilmFestival PHOTO: Imdb

Shubhanshu Shukla (centre) and fellow astronauts
after their Space-X Dragon spacecraft docked to the
International Space Station, as part of the Axiom-4
mission PHOTO: PTI
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Mamdani’s ideologies stem from his family, his
relationships, and the arts he has embraced

Congress Singhvi, BJP’sRanaut
slamMamdani for pro-Pak rhetoric
ZohranKwameMamdani’s victory
in theDemocraticprimary race for
NewYorkCitymayorevokedsharp
reactions in India. InapostonX,
CongressRajyaSabhamember
AbhishekSinghvi said: “When
ZohranMamdaniopenshismouth,
Pakistan’sPR teamtakes theday
off. Indiadoesn’tneedenemies
with ‘allies’ likehimshouting
fiction fromNewYork.” Inherpost
onX,BharatiyaJanataParty (BJP)
LokSabhamemberKangnaRanuat
appendedavideoclipofMamdani
takingpart inaprotest against the

constructionof theRamtemple in
Ayodhyaon“the ruinsofBabri
Masjid”, and insinuated thathe is
anti-Hindu. “Hesoundsmore
Pakistani than Indian,” she said.
Mamdanihas recently saidhe
wouldnotappearon the samestage
asPrimeMinisterNarendraModi,
drawingaparallel between Israeli
PMBenjaminNetanyahuandModi.
AseniorSanghParivar leader,who
handles itsdiasporaoutreach,
describedMamdaniassomeone
withproximity to thePakistani
diaspora intheUS. BS REPORTER
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Sony launchesBravia 5
SonyhaslaunchednewBravia5series
TVsinIndia.Available infourscreen
sizesupto85-inch, thelineupfeatures
miniLEDtechnologyandisdrivenby
theAIProcessorXR.TheBravia5series
includesseveralStudioCalibrated
Modes,withpresetstailoredforser-
vices likeNetflixandPrimeVideo.

Asus launchesChromebookCX14
ASUShaslaunchedits2025ChromebookCX14
inIndia. It ispoweredbyIntelCeleronProcessor

N4500andsportsa14-inchFHD
screenwitha180-degreehinge.
Thedevicealsoincludes100GB

ofGoogleCloudstorageand
supportsautomatic
filebackups.

‘It looks easy to standhere, butmyhead is a little heavy’

Scripting hiStory
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