
‘Kar to conduct fresh
Caste re-enumeration’

FRESH SURVEY| Modalities for re-enumeration are likely to
be discussed during the cabinet meeting today

PTI
CHIKKABALLAPURA (KARNATAKA)

Karnataka Chief Minister Sid-
daramaiah on Wednesday said
his government will conduct a
fresh caste re-enumeration ex-
ercise in the state in about 60
to 70 days, following a directive
from the Congress high com-
mand.

According to official
sources, the modalities for the
re-enumeration are likely to be
discussed during the cabinet
meeting on Thursday.

The Congress top brass on
Tuesday directed the state gov-
ernment to undertake a caste
re-enumeration in Karnataka
to address the concerns of cer-
tain communities who
claimed that they were ex-
cluded from the caste survey
conducted 10 years ago.

"The high command said
that some complaints have
come because the survey had
happened in 2015-16, it has al-
most been nine-ten years old.
So in a short period, in about
60-70 days a re-enumeration
will be done. We are not re-
jecting the entire report (given
by the Backward CLasses
Commission). Principally the

report is accepted, only re-
enumeration will be done,"
Siddarmaiah told reporters
here.

Asked if he was dis-
appointed with the party high
command's directive for re-
enumeration instead of acting
on the report under the con-
sideration of the cabinet, he
said, "We will go by the high
command's decision. It is not
my decision, it is not the deci-
sion of the cabinet or our gov-
ernment, it is a decision of the
high command. High com-
mand has asked for re-enu-
meration." The decision comes
even as the Social and Educa-
tional Survey report, popularly
known as 'caste census' was

under the consideration of the
state cabinet.

Addressing media in Ka-
laburagi, Congress President
Mallikarjun Kharge said re-
enumeration is essential as the
data available is 10 years old.

"The criterias that were
used in the earlier survey will
remain, along with that if any-
thing was left out it will be
added. But the re-survey is es-
sential because the data avail-
able is ten years old and in ten
years many have come into
OBC, many were added. So
considering all these things a
fresh survey has to be done,
nothing other than that," he
said.

Various communities, es-

pecially Karnataka's two domi-
nant ones -- Vokkaligas and
Veershaiva-Lingayats -- have
expressed strong reservations
about the caste survey that has
been done, calling it "unscien-
tific", and have been demand-
ing that it be rejected, and a
fresh survey be conducted.

Objections were also raised
by various sections of the so-
ciety, and there are also strong
voices against it from within
the ruling Congress.

After a long wait, the Karna-
taka State Commission for
Backward Classes' survey re-
port was placed before the
cabinet for the first time on
April 11.

The Siddaramaiah-led Con-
gress government (2013-2018)
had in 2015 commissioned the
survey in the state.

The State Backward Classes
Commission, under its then
chairperson H Kantharaju,
was tasked with preparing a
caste census report.

The survey work was com-
pleted in 2018 towards the end
of Siddaramaiah's first tenure
as Chief Minister, and the re-
port was finalised by Kantha-
raju's successor K Jayaprakash
Hegde in February 2024.
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Pakistan man
kills wife, dies
by suicide
A 45-year-old Pakistani
national allegedly stabbed
his 35-year-old wife to
death in their rented flat in
Kharghar node of Navi
Mumbai over a domestic
dispute before killing him-

self, police said on Tues-
day. The couple, identified
as Notandas alias Sanjay
Sachdev and his wife
Sapna Notandas, were on
long-term visas to India, a
police officer said.
Deputy Commissioner of
Police Prashant Mohite
said the couple was found
lying in pools of blood in
their rented flat on Mon-
day.

NEW DELHI

92 illegal
B’deshi nat’ls
held in a day
The Delhi Police detained
92 Bangladeshi nationals
in outer Delhi, taking the
tally to 242 this year, an of-
ficial said. A total of 92
Bangladeshi nationals, in-
cluding 31 men, 22
women, 24 minor boys and
15 minor girls, were de-
tained on June 9 during a
special operation near the
Mangolpuri railway line.
The operation followed
specific intelligence inputs
about groups of illegal im-
migrants preparing to
leave the area, the police
said.

SANGLI

Pregnant
woman hangs
herself
A 28-year-old woman al-
legedly died by suicide in
western Maharashtra's
Sangli district with her
parents alleging that her
in-laws harassed her for
dowry and also press-
urised her to practice
Christianity, police said on
Wednesday. The husband
and his parents have been
arrested in the case.

South ‘remake’ of
Sonam bewafa?

Online Report
BENGALURU

A 33-year-old woman has
been arrested in Karna-
taka’s Hassan district for
allegedly trying to poison
her husband and in-laws
by lacing their food with
sleeping pills, broadcaster
NDTV said in a report.

The woman, Chaitra, is
married to Gajendra, a
resident of Belur taluk in
Hassan. The couple has
been married for 11 years
and have two sons.

Police said Chaitra was
in an extramarital rela-
tionship and wanted to
keep it secret. With the
help of her lover, Shivu,
she began mixing sleeping
pills into food served to
the family.

Gajendra grew suspi-
cious and reported the
matter to Belur police,
who arrested Chaitra and
launched an investigation.

Officers said the rela-
tionship between Chaitra
and her husband had wor-
sened over the past three
years, with frequent argu-
ments. During this period,
she allegedly began an af-
fair with a man named Pu-
neeth. When Gajendra

found out, he informed
her family, and they at-
tempted to mediate.

However, police said
Chaitra later began
another affair with Shivu,
a resident of Belur, and
hatched a plan with him to
poison the family. She al-
legedly feared her hus-
band would find out about
the new relationship.

The case is likely to
draw comparisons to the
Raja Raghuvanshi murder
case, where the newlywed
from Indore was allegedly
killed by contract killers
hired by his wife, Sonam,
during their honeymoon
in Meghalaya.

Woman cop’s
kin ostracized
for inter-caste
marriage
Biswajeet Banerjee
JHANSI

In a disturbing case of caste-
based discrimination, a pan-
chayat in Bachera village
under Jhansi district has so-
cially ostracized the parents of
a woman constable after she
married a sub-inspector from
another caste.

The woman constable,
posted in Lucknow with the
Uttar Pradesh Police, tied the
knot with her childhood
friend, a sub-inspector from
the Patel community, on April
30. Both families had given
their consent to the marriage.
However, the inter-caste
union infuriated some
members of the village, lead-
ing to a panchayat being con-
vened on May 13.

"We were humiliated in the
panchayat," said the con-
stable’s father, Chiranji Lal
Yadav. "They declared our
family untouchable, imposed
a fine of Rs 20 lakh, and or-
dered a complete social boy-
cott. No one in the village is
allowed to speak to us or en-
gage in any form of trans-
action."

According to Yadav, the
panchayat warned that if the
woman constable ever
visited the village, she would
be "beaten with shoes and
driven out."

Nirjala Ekadashi: YouTuber’s
beer sops opera falls flat
Manish Godha
JAIPUR

In a bid to jack up its sub-
scribers, a YouTuber here dis-
tributed chilled beer to the
people harassed by the heat.
Everything was fine till the
video was uploaded. Once on
air, it hurt the sentiments of
those who were observing nir-
jala ekadashi and this not only
punctured the hopes of the
YouTuber to gain more sub-
scribers, instead, the police ar-
rested seven persons,
including the YouTuber Lappu
Sachin alias Sachin Singh for
hurting religious sentiments.

Deputy Commissioner of
Police (South) Digant Anand
said a video went viral on so-
cial media in which some
youths were seen distributing
Beer on the streets of Jaipur
on the day of nirjala ekadashi.
This video apparently hurt re-

ligious sentiments and those
involved in making the video
and uploading the same are
facing the heat.

Sachin Singh has an Insta-
gram account in the name of
Lappu Sachin with 1.9 million
followers and 6. 99 lakh sub-
scribers on YouTube.

He and six others dis-
tributed free beer to autorick-
shaw drivers, passengers, and
passersby incidentally on the
auspicious nirjala ekadashi, a
day when Hindus observe
waterless fast and distribute
water, fruit juice, butter milk

and other such items to the
people who move on streets in
the scorching heat.

The video was hugely
trolled after it was uploaded
forcing the cops to swing into
action.

The accused, however, said
they did not intend to hurt the
sentiments of any community,
rather they were attempting to
jack up their subscriber base.
However, all have apologized
saying that the video was not
intentional and did not mean
to hurt the religious senti-
ments of anyone.

K’taka woman laced family’s food with
sleeping pills to hide affair, arrested

The woman, Chaitra, is
married to Gajendra, a
resident of Belur taluk in
Hassan. The couple has
been married for 11
years and have two sons

Online Report
NEW DELHI

A 26-year-old woman from
Assam was found dead near
a river in Uttarakhand's Ris-
hikesh on Tuesday, with the
police suspecting it to be a
case of drowning, officials
said. The woman, identified
as Roshmita Hojoi, had
visited Rishikesh with her
friends when she went miss-
ing on June 5.

According to officials, the
woman was to travel to Delhi
to appear for the Railway Re-
cruitment Board (RRB)
examination.

She had even told her
family about her travel plans.
However, in a concerning
phone call on June 5, the
woman told her mother on a
call that she was returning to
Assam by train - which

raised suspicion.
As she was unreachable,

Roshmita's family ap-
proached the police, follow-
ing which they launched a
search operation.

Five days later, the police
found her body on the banks
of a river in Pauri Garhwal
district.

A former engineering stu-
dent from Haryana, Rosmita
had recently been preparing
for the Assam Public Service
Commission (APSC) exams
in Guwahati. She was a resi-
dent of Hojai village in
Assam's Dima Hasao district. 

Preliminary investigation
led to the police detaining
two people - Hemant Sharma
from Delhi and Pankaj Kokar
from Haryana.

However, it is not yet
known how they are linked
to the case.

Job issue: Cong stir in Bihar today
Dheeraj Kumar
PATNA

In the run up to Bihar Assem-
bly election, Congress will
launch a statewide agitation on
Thursday to protest against Nit-
ish government`s alleged fail-
ure to provide jobs and create
employment opportunities.

Bihar Congress president
Rajesh Kumar said party
workers would stage a sit-in
agitation during its ‘Naukri Do
Ya Satta Chhodo’ (Provide jobs
or else relinquish power) cam-
paign in front of the offices of
the employment exchange.
They will protest against the

NDA government’s alleged re-
luctance to provide jobs and
create employment opportun-
ities in the state.

Congress`s ally, RJD, is al-
ready trying to bring the issues
of jobs and employment cre-
ation to the centre stage of
public discussion before the
polls. RJD leader Tejashwi
Yadav always seeks to take
credit for giving five lakh jobs
when the grand alliance was in
government for 17 months.

State Congress president
claimed that more than five
lakh posts were lying vacant in
different government depart-
ments. “We want to know from

the government when these va-
cant posts will be filled,” he re-
marked, adding that the party
would also raise the issue of
‘same pay for same work’.

Meanwhile, INDIA bloc’s co-
alition partners will also hold a
crucial meeting in Patna on
Thursday to discuss poll strat-
egy. The issue of seat sharing
among allies is also likely to be
raised in the meeting promi-
nently as CPI (ML) has ex-
pressed its keenness to contest
40-45 seats while Mukesh Sa-
hani`s Vikshsheel Insaan Party
claiming that it is making prep-
arations for contesting 60 seats
in the assembly election.

FIR against owners of
sunken cargo ship
PTI
KOCHI

A case of rash navigation was
registered against the owner,
master and crew of the Liber-
ian flagged ship, MSC Elsa 3
that sank off the state's coast
last month.

An FIR under sections 282
(rash navigation of vessel), 285
(danger or obstruction in pub-
lic way or line of navigation),
286 (negligent conduct with
respect to poisonous sub-
stance), 287 (negligent conduct
with respect to fire or combust-
ible matter) and 288 (negligent
conduct with respect to explos-
ive substance) of the BNS was
registered by the police.

The FIR by Fort Kochi Coas-
tal police station states that the
owners, master and crew
handled the ship, which was
carrying combustible and ex-
plosive cargo, which was dan-
gerous to human life and
property, in a negligent
manner, leading to its sinking.

Karnataka Chief Minister Siddaramaiah (centre) during
a press meet in New Delhi on Tuesday

Missing woman from
Assam found dead
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