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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Doha

Relieved, happy but a touch disappointed too, Indian
javelin throw star Neeraj Chopra said now that he is
done breaching the 90m mark, he would be striving
to go farther as his body is more or less free of the nig-

gles that plagued him in the past few years.
The 27-year-old two-time Olympic-medallist sent his spear

to 90.23m in the Diamond League season-opener here on
Friday but finished second overall after Germany’s Julian Weber
took the top spot with a 91.06m effort in his final throw. 

“I am very happy with the 90m mark but it’s a little bit of a
bittersweet experience actually. But never mind, I and my coach
(the legendary Jan Zelezny) are still working on some aspects
of my throw. “We started working together only in February
this year. I am still learning things,” Chopra said after the event.

Zelezny, who holds the world record for the longest throw
(98.48m), doesn’t normally attend Diamond Leagues but the
Czech came with Chopra last night because he felt “today is
the day to achieve 90m.” “I was always feeling something in
my groin in the last few years. I did not give my best because
of that. This year I feel much better, we will also work on some
aspects and so I believe I can throw more than 90m in the
upcoming events this year till the World Championships,”
Chopra said. The Haryana-lad will enter the September 13 to
21 world championship in Tokyo as the defending gold-medal-
list in his event. The throw here would do a world of good to
his confidence. It was his third attempt of the night and one
that made him only the third Asian and 25th overall to cross
the coveted mark, that was eluding him for the last five years.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Jaipur

Punjab Kings (PBKS) will look to renew their bid for a play-
off berth with another commanding performance here on
Sunday against Rajasthan Royals (RR), who have failed to

rise above mediocrity despite possessing the resources this sea-
son. As action returns to the Sawai Mansingh stadium after a week-
long enforced break, Shreyas Iyer’s side will hope to move past
the nightmare on May 8, when their match against Delhi Capitals
in scenic Dharamsala had to be called off due to India-Pakistan
border tensions, forcing the players to return to their dressing
rooms in pitch darkness. 

As PBKS take the field on Sunday, comfortably placed at third
spot on the table with 15 points from 11 games, there would be
some scepticism with regard to the changes in the lineup own-
ing to the enforced break. Though Australians Marcus Stonis and
Josh Inglis have agreed to rejoin the team, they would be miss-
ing PBKS’ first game post IPL resumption, forcing the Punjab side
to potentially rejigs their batting order. The absence of the tall
South African pacer Marco Jansen, who has been called back by
Cricket South Africa, would hurt Shreyas’ side the most as he had
made quite an impact this season, scalping 11 wickets. However,
the fact that PBKS have a strong Indian core, including their skip-
per Shreyas, opener batter Priyansh Arya, Prabhsimran Singh and
Nehal Wadhera, the side has come out relatively unscathed from
the exodus of foreign players following the Indo-Pakistan ten-
sions. On the bowling front too, PBKS have the services of front-
line pacer Arshdeep Singh and in-form spinner Yuzvendra Chahal,
who has so far taken 14 wickets in 11 games with a best of 4/28
and an economy rate of below-10. With New Zealand pacer Kyle
Jamieson coming in place of the injured Lockie Ferguson, PBKS
could well stitch together a well-balanced unit for the game against
RR before Stoinis and Inglis join in from the next game onwards.
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