
‘SAW MISSILES, HEARD
BOMBS IN NEIGHBOURHOOD’

HORROR SHOW| Indian students recall Iran-Israel conflict horror; The
students, including 90 from Jammu and Kashmir, were moved from Tehran to
Armenia earlier this week; the rescue was coordinated by the Indian Embassy
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Khalif arrived in the national
capital early on Thursday in
the first evacuation flight
carrying 110 Indian students
from the Urmia University
of Medical Sciences in Iran’s
Urmia city as part of the
special operation launched
by the Indian government in
response to the escalating
Iran-Israel conflict.

The students, including 90
from Jammu and Kashmir,
were moved from Tehran to
Armenia earlier this week as
explosions and aerial attacks
rocked Iranian cities. The
rescue was coordinated by
the Indian Embassy.

Khalif described the ex-
perience in Iran as a night-
mare and thanked the
Indian government for
evacuating them first to Ar-

menia and then bringing
them back home.

"We saw missiles and
heard bombings. It was a
war zone. Our building
shook during the attacks. I
hope no student has to face
what we did,” he said.

"There are students still
stuck in Iran. They are being
relocated to safer places. We
hope they will also be air-
lifted to India soon,” he
added.

Varta, a resident of Kash-
mir, recalled the fear she

lived through.
"We were the first ones to

be evacuated from Iran. The
situation was quite critical.
We were terrified. We thank
the Indian government and
the Indian Embassy, which
worked swiftly to bring us

here.
"Our neighbourhood was

attacked. When the Indian
government came to our
doorstep, it felt like home,”
she told PTI.

Huzaif Malik, another stu-
dent from Kashmir, told PTI,
"There are 90 of us from
Kashmir. We landed this
morning, and now we are
heading to Kashmir in
sleeper buses. Some stu-
dents also left for their
homes by flight.” Ali Akbar,
who hails from Delhi, said
the destruction was visible
everywhere.

"We saw a missile and a
drone fall from the sky while
travelling in a bus. Tehran is
in ruins. The images on the
news are real, the situation is
very bad,” he said.

Minister of State for Ex-
ternal Affairs Kirti Vardhan
Singh reached the Delhi air-
port to receive the students.
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As Iran and Israel exchange
missiles and drone attacks
in a rapidly escalating con-
flict that has gripped global
attention, few would im-
agine that a quiet village in
Uttar Pradesh holds an inti-
mate ancestral link to
Tehran’s most powerful fig-
ures. Yet, nestled in the Si-
rouli Gauspur tehsil of
Barabanki district, the vil-
lage of Kintoor stands as a
forgotten yet remarkable
chapter in the geopolitical
story of modern Iran.

KINTOOR LINKS

K
intoor is the birth-
place of Syed Ahmad
Musavi, a devout Shia

scholar born in 1790, whose
descendants would go on to
reshape Iran’s political and
religious landscape. His line-
age includes Ayatollah Ru-
hollah Khomeini, the
architect of the 1979 Islamic
Revolution, and Ali Khame-
nei, the current Supreme
Leader of Iran.

MUSAVI KEPT HIS
INDIAN ROOTS ALIVE

I
n 1830, Syed Ahmad Mu-
savi left Kintoor at the age
of 40, accompanying the

Nawab of Awadh on a pil-
grimage to Iraq. Instead of re-
turning, he traveled onward
to Iran and ultimately settled
in the village of Khumein. In a
nod to his Indian origin, he
adopted the name “Hindi”—
becoming known across Shia
scholarly circles as Syed
Ahmad Musavi Hindi.

FLASHBACK

H
is family remained
steeped in religious
scholarship, and dec-

ades later, his grandson Ru-
hollah Khomeini emerged as
the leading voice of dissent
against the Western-backed
Pahlavi monarchy. In 1978, as
protests against the Shah in-
tensified, the Iranian regime

tried to discredit Khomeini by
branding him an “Indian
agent” in a government news-
paper. The smear campaign
only fueled public fury, lead-
ing to the Shah’s downfall and
the birth of the Islamic Re-
public in 1979. Khomeini be-
came Iran’s first Supreme
Leader. His successor, Ali
Khamenei, also belongs to the
same Musavi family line.

CULTURAL PRIDE

B
ack in Kintoor, this leg-
acy is not merely a
matter of history—it is a

source of cultural pride and
emotional connection. Village
head Mohammad Akram ex-
pressed solidarity with Iran in
the current crisis.

“Our loyalty is to India,” he
said, “but emotionally, we
stand with Iran. The U.S. and
Israel are responsible for the
civilian killings, and we
strongly condemn that. Our
spiritual and historical ties
with Iran remain unbroken.”

Many families in Kintoor
claim descent from the Musavi
lineage.Onesuchresident,Adil,
believed to be a distant relative
oftheKhomeinifamily,declined
to speak publicly but acknowl-
edged the village’s deep-rooted
spiritual link to Iran.

The front side of Khame-
nei’s ancestor’s house

This UP village shares 
roots with Khamenei

Indian students returning from Iran via Armenia,
under an evacuation operation facilitated by the
Government of India, react as they stand with
their relatives while exiting from the Indira
Gandhi International Airport, in New Delhi

KINTOOR TO KHOMEINI
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W
ebcasting was
done at all but one
polling station of

the five Assembly seats that
went to bypolls on Thursday,
the Election Commission said.

A total of 1,354 polling sta-
tions were set up for the five
bypolls in four states and web-
casting was held at 1,353, the
poll authority said.

Earlier this week, the EC
had decided to ensure web-
casting at 100 per cent polling
stations from now on. Till re-
cently, webcasting was done in
50 per cent of the polling sta-
tions. Besides, it was done at
sensitive polling stations.

The bypolls were held in
five Assembly segments of
Punjab, West Bengal, Gujarat
and Kerala and 100 per cent

webcasting was implemented
for the first time.

The EC decided on 100 per
cent webcasting of the polling
process to ensure greater
transparency. Webcasting is
an internal poll-management
tool being used by the EC.

Meanwhile, the Kaliganj As-
sembly constituency in West
Bengal's Nadia district re-
corded a robust 69.85 percent
voter turnout till 5pm. Polling
was largely peaceful, though a
few isolated incidents stirred
minor tension. In Kerala’s Ni-
lambur Assembly constituency,
a substantial 70.76 percent voter
turnout was reported by 5 pm.
Minor EVM glitches were
promptly resolved. Gujarat’s
Visavadar and Kadi Assembly
constituencies witnessed a
three-way contest involving
the BJP, Congress, and AAP.

Except one, webcasting
at all polling stations

Dheeraj Kumar
PATNA

Two motorbike-borne criminals
opened fire at a youth when the
latter was passing through the
PoloRoadclosetoRJDleaderTe-
jashwi Prasad Yadav’s official
residence in the state capital on
Thursday.

The youth, Rahul Kumar, sur-
vived the attack as shots missed
the target, but the criminals
snatched Rs 450 from him.

Residences of ministers,
MLAs and senior bureaucrats
are located on Polo Road,
which comes under a high se-
curity zone. The Raj Bhawan
and chief minister’s residence
are also at a short distance from
the site of occurrence. The day-
light firing raised a question
mark over the law-and-order

situation in the state capital. Re-
sponding to the incident, Te-
jashwi commented on ‘X’,

“Today a bullet was fired out-
side my residence. In the 'rak-
shas raj' (demonic rule) of NDA,
the morale of the criminals pro-
tected by the government is so
high that in the high security
zone, at a short distance from
the governor's residence Raj
Bhavan, chief minister's resi-
dence, leader of the opposi-
tion's residence, judges’
residences and the airport,
dreaded criminals are roaming
around openly firing. Beware!

What if someone calls it a
jungle raj? Anyway, the Prime
Minister is coming to Bihar on
Friday, so the Godi media has to
maintain a positive image.”

“IPS officers recover AK-47
from the houses of criminals
who kill an IAS officer, Nitish
Kumar, yes Nitish Kumar him-
self amends the law of the de-
partment under his control
and gets them out of jail. And
yes! Among these criminals,
there are no Dalits, backward-
most backward and Muslims,
so the casteist media also re-
mains silent," he alleged.

Criminals open fire in VVIP
zone ahead of Modi’s visit

REMOVE NITISH: LALU

RJD chief Lalu Prasad on Thursday called upon
party leaders and workers to make his son and
former deputy chief minister Tejashwi Yadav

chief minister of Bihar at all costs by removing present
incumbent Nitish Kumar and RSS from power.

SC guidelines upheld dignity, 
security of citizens: CJI
IANS
NEW DELHI

Chief Justice of India (CJI)
B.R. Gavai has said that the
Supreme Court judgement
against "bulldozer justice" re-
affirmed the position that
constitutional guarantees
must not only protect civil 
liberties but must also up-
hold the dignity, security, and 
material well-being of every
individual.

Addressing Milan Courts
in Italy on the theme "Role of
Constitution in Delivering
Socio-Economic Justice in a
Country: Reflections from 75
Years of Indian Constitu-
tion", the CJI said that such
arbitrary demolitions, which
bypassed legal processes, vi-

olated the rule of law and
the fundamental right to
shelter under Article 21 of
the Constitution. Quoting
the top court's judgment,
CJI Gavai said: "For an aver-
age citizen, the construction
of a house is often the cul-
mination of years of hard
work, dreams, and aspir-
ations. A house is not just a
property but embodies the
collective hopes of a family
or individuals for stability,
security, and a future."

The executive cannot be-
come judge, jury, and execu-
tioner all at once, he added. In
Re: Directions in the matter of
demolition of structures, the
Supreme Court examined the
decisions of the authorities to
demolish homes and proper-

ties of an accused, as a punish-
ment even before they were
convicted by a court of law. In
November last year, a Bench of
then Justice B.R. Gavai and
Justice K.V. Viswanathan laid
down pan-India directives
governing demolitions of un-
authorised structures. The
Justice Gavai-led Bench cau-
tioned that flouting its direc-
tions by state authorities will
result in criminal contempt
and prosecution.
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